The Erie Canul.

As a conslderable portion of Manl-
tob’s wheat crop reaoches the sen-
board by way of the Erie canal, it
wil' be Interesting ta muany western
people to learn somothing about thiy
great highway of commerce, Greator
Buffalo, monthly publication pub-
tished in tﬁc clty whose name has been
incorporated in ite title, recently is-
wual o specinl number devoted malnly
w the Lrie canal. The information
vives herewlth 18 taken from thls
publication, as Wwell as tho accom-
panying ustrations.

The Erle canal extends from Buffalo,
on lake Erie, to the Hudsan rivar,
thus forming a  waterway to  the
seitboard at New York. The canal is
one of the old institutions of the great
Empire state, dating back to the
early perioll of the present century.
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ratos to cowmpete with the rallways.
Tho inabllity of the canal to com-
pete with the rallways is alleged to
boe because it s antiquated. The
railroads have been lmproving their
tracks and equipments and reductng
tho cost of humdling traffte. Wheat
freight rates on the canal from Buf-
falo to New York have decliued from
4.88 cents per bushel in 1882 to 3.30
cents in 18v7. With the proposed Im-
provemente to the canal it is clalm-
o that wheat could be carrled at o

profit at 2 cents per bushel. The
railways have reduced thelr rates

during the samo period from 7.5 to
4.5 cents per bushel, or about double
the reduction In canal rates. The
rallways. on account of quicker ser-
vico, can always get o slightly higher
rate than the canal

In 1896 it was declded to lmprove
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trausportation.

‘’he coastruction of tho old Erle
Conal was begun in 1817, and it was
cowcpleted in Uctober, 1836. Tho ue-
tunl cosg was §7,143,000, or about two
and a guarter milllons in excess of tho
astimated cost. The length was 363
miles., 1t had 83 locks. ‘The tirst en-
Jurgement was begun in 1836 and

»compieted in 1862, at o cost of $44,-
465,000, or $11,000,000 in kxeess of

estimates . The enlarged canal has72
Jocks, ana Ig 350 1-2 miles long, the
original feugth having been shortened
by new cuts, The second enlurroment
now ing on, is expected to cost
abkout $23,000,000, the cstimated cost
of $6,000,600 having already heen cx-
ceeded. A [

‘Though the Erie canal nas of late

been somewhat under a cloud, appar-
ently owing largely to mismanage-
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IMPROVED PORTION OF THE ERIE CANAL AT BUFFALO

Up to 1870 the canal had little to
bother it in the way of railway com-
petition, but since that date thiere
has been a fight between the canul
and the rallways for supremacy. In
1882 canal ‘tolls were abolished and
business picked up again, but of Iate
years the canal appears to Iaave had a
bard struggle against the rallways.
Since 1894 the lake trade has stead-
ily increased while the canal business
hag noticeably fallen off. This appar-
ently peculiar state of affairs is due
to the new control of the lake business
by the railroads whick, within the
lagt few years, have come to be the
principal aud, in many cages the only
reeeivers and  ghippers at Buffalo.

With the roiuds controlling
lake  bhuslness and  offering low
througi rates, it fs°  aald

there must be a reduction in canal

the cana! te the extent of $9.000.-
000. This provided for the deepening
of the canal to a dopth of nine feet,
or eight feet over sills. It has been
found as 'the work prococded, that
more woney will be required. The nine
millions have been exhausted and it
is now estimated that $15,000,000
more wili be required to complete the
work. Agalinst this, however, it is
sald that the revenue from canal
tolls, before it was made free, have
paid for ali expenditure on the canal
to date and there yet remains a
surplus of $20,000,000 to the good.
From this It would appear that the
caual has been a very profitable en-
terpriso iv its day. With the canal
modernized to meet the requiremonts
of tho present day it wil no doubt
again prove a great boon to ship-
pers and an unrivalled means of cheap

meant, it has been a great source of
wealth to New York state. Many
finportant Industries bhave bYeen os-
tabilshed at polnts along Its course
and towns have grown up which
would not now be in existence if there
never had been a canal.

“Head of the Lakes" is the name of
a new trade paper coming from Du-
Juth Minnesota, volume aud number
ono of which tins been recelvesl.

Bradstreet’s says: “Prices of lead-
ing staples in Decomber reflected ax-
ceptional activity in many lines of
trade aud Industry in a further up-
lifting of the goneral level of values,
tho close of the year finding Brad-
street’s prices index numbers not only
at the highest point reached in 1898,
but at a higher level than at any
previcus date since October, 1898,



