
The Erie Canal.
As A 00o11dcrablo p)ortion Of1ai llI-

tob:'l ilcO.t croi) roa<iîoa taie sit-
j"Igrc by ivay Of the Brie eAtial, It

lib liitorcatlttig to mnntjy %vesterit
jkxOIC ta Icrrit soinotititig about titis

glit ltwOy of Commerce. Grmutoer
Iluffalo, lIiOl(ithly publication pubs-
llIetl Int te City wlose liaiue [lit<s beenl
îîîcorporated ln Ite titie, recently la-

ttutsd' a f'la iii nber tieote1 iîily
wÀ tbe L'rie canal. Mieo infornatlmi
glivet herowlUti la tkii ftromn tIR

plilictlo, a Ivllas tlio accons-

Tie ErIo Canai ex-tonds f roin Iuffitlo,
(Il LakeO Lrio, to te lunclson rlvtnr.

btt. joriilg a waterwity to thec
bs_.t )OUfr at Noiw York. 'nie caisal ls
0tte oi the rld Institutions of te great

s:tpr tate, dating tck ta the
(!:Irl~ y erioll of te prcaont century.

rates ta coulpete itl the railway>.
Thle Iiability of the canal to comn-
poe witb te raiIlvaya le allcgcd to
bo because iV la antitîuateil. 'Plib
rallroadi, bave beeni limîroving theïr
traci an() cqulp>nîents andi roducing
the cost of liîattliiig traffic. t Wheat
freiglit rate oi the canl tain B3uf-
falo ta New York havo deelueil ftrain
4.88 cents per butiliel lut 1982 [o :3.30
conte lit 1897. IV'it tho propoed li-
provIneilté to the cantal It la lali-
0<1 that wlteat could be carried. at a
profit nt Il cents per busihel. Thle
railwaye hiave roduced their rates;
durin>' te saine perlod froin 7.5 to
4i.5 centks pe-r bushol, or about double
the roduction lit ca.nal rates. Thle
rallways. on accounit of quickor ser-
vice, cau always get a slightly hiiguer
rate thanl the canal.

li 1890 111 was dcIded tu Improvo

transportation.
TJio construction of tho old Brio

Canal wvas begun ln 1817, and Il; was
comiilote<i ln Uctober, 18a6. Thoi ac-
tuai coat was $7,1U3,000, or about two
antI a, quarter millions lus exzess ut tbi
cetiuiatod cost. Tho Iength %vas .163
mnuw. 1V Ixai 83 locks. Tllo lirast en-
=agmnt was begui Ilu 1836 and

co 0îti la 1882, at a cosCi of $14,-
4(35,01>0, or $I1,00.0,<J00 ln icw,, Of
e.Atua.tes . The enh'tL-;;d Calial bias72
Jocks, ana le 350 1-2 milles !onig, the
origlital leugth having bLen esitoxtened

b.y uew-% cuts. Thio second cnlargoeuet
nowv golng on, Is oxî>cctzd Vo) coEit
about $2:3,000,000, tho cbtlznated cost
of $j000,00t0 havlug alroady ')oeil ex-

TV,ougi tîte Erio canal naIs or late
beau 6omtewhat under a Cloudl, appar-
ently owlng largely [o taîsmanatge-

VI) ta 1S70 te caiLil hiaxI littie ta
liotiar IV ln te way of raulivay coint-
liebittit, but elnce ý'that date titore
htau bxe!, a filit between the caînal

alfl -the raUlways fer eu.premlucy. In
M!8 canial toile wore a.bolishetl an(]

busil-.ss îliked up again, but cdI inte
seins bte canal ap)pota ta Itwre had a
bard struggle against the rallvaYa
Since 1S94 te lake trade lis steail-
iiy Increasoil wblo te cantal business

lits8 totiepably laillu off. Tis apjiar-
4iffl îjecullar state af affaire la (lie
toe itri control of the lake buslness
by thte rallronds whieh, ivitIuir tite

I asb le-w years, Illve come to bit theo
Iîruicipa;l :uîd, ln nsany cae t.he only

reccivrs andi eiIppers alt Buffatlo.
IVib, te ramis cSitrolling

late hiissiess aud c«fering low
Vbrouigi, rates, It Je gaid

tbere xtîusV bc a reuction. la canal

the Canai te tho citent of $9.000,-
000. Titis provîdoti for the deepcnlng
of the canal ta a doptil of aine foot.
or elgît foot over sisl. It lbas beeni
lound as %lie work procedod. that
more monoy wll lie rcquired. 'PIe iite
millions have been exhausteil n.nd it
le now estimnated, that $15,000,000
niora wili lie requiroti ta comnplote thc
worlz. Against titis, iiowovcr, it Ji;

salti ttat: te revcenuo front, canal
tolle, Ixifore It was muade froc, have
palil for al! expetîditurc on the canal
tW date and thore yet romains a

surplus of $20,000,000 to the gooti.
Froxu titis lt would appear tîtat the
canal bas [nien a vcry profitable en-
terprise ils Its flay. Wlth the canal
iiioternlzed to tîxeet the requiromsonts
of tite preent day it will no doulit
agai. prove a great boon to sbip-
pers and au unrlvalled mecans of cbeap

inent, It bru; lcou a groat source of
wa tixt New Yor), state. -Many

Important Industries bave been os-
a.bis ttpoints along Its Course

anid tovns hae g-rowa u> wvhlcli
%vould not nowv be ln exl4,cnec If thore
never haù been a canal.

'ilcaci al te Laites", is thIa lianle of
a inc% -traie jiaper fflidnig froin Dts-
luth 'Minncsota. voliiiie- nuil miinlx,
etia of tvti:clt fins bcon reociveti.
Braçdstreo'VS says: TPriccs of eail-

Iiig stapîcu lit »eccmnber roi locteil %x-
Cep)tionlI :ctli-ity l illany lisses of

trade andi lunstry liu -. furtiter up-.
lifting or tho gencrislIe.vcl of values,
the close of the year f indig Brati-
streci's prices Index iiînnmbcrs iiot on13'
nt tho hitglîct point reaclhet In 1898.
but at a hîgîter lovel titan at any
proviens date silice October, 1893.
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