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CEE COMMBERCIAL.

The Iron Trade.

There is a ettor feeling in theiron market,
but litlo that is tapgible to back upsentimont
Iu & majority of cases 1t is moro a question of
gotting instructions to go ahead with old
orders than of taking up new work. and of
boing paid for what has been aud is being
turned out. Production i3 now down to
180,500 tous per week, which must soon put
an end to the accumulation of stucks,  Steol
works are still accumulating iron. It isa
tremendous wrench to como down from pro
ducing at the rate of 11,000,000 tonsa yoear
to a rato of 6,50,14)) tons a year. Suvuthern
furnaces record another weok of heavy sales.
One of them placed 42,000 tons withiu a fow
days, 22,000 tons going to consumers,—Chi-
cago Iron Age.

Bankruill; Bicycle Stocks.

The many recent failures among manu-
facturers of bicgcles, as w~ell as among tho
retailers of these machines, emphasizes a les-
son which should have been learned long
swace. ‘The popularity of the wheel apparent-
1y led many iutuv the mistaken uutivn that
tho demzand would equal the supply for
sgveral years to come—at least until they had
wade their everlasting fortunes. Many too,
wore undoubtedly misled by the alleged dis-
crepancy between the actual cust of the
matenal in 3 wheel and the price fur which
tho wheel was sold at retail, into a belif that
enormous prifits were to be realized from the
business and that this was the ono tide in
their affairs which, takan at its flood, led on
to fortune. One unfamiliar with the bicycle
trado can by no pessibility conceivetho work,
worry, trouble aud expense uf creating o
placa for a now make of wheel. To the ex-
penses opcountered in au established hne of
manufacturing must bo added tho erormous
expense of advertising in such manner as to
mako the wheel prominent among the hun-
dred other machines alrcady woll-known
or striving for that cminence which alune
can make their manufactmie profitable; the
vast amount of capital needed to enable the
macufacturer to buy his malerial insufficient
quantities and at the right price, the anuoy-
gsvce and expenso of replacing broken parts,
mapy claims for which arconly too ovidently
unjust; besides a thousand and one other ex-
penses, perfectly legitimate in tho bicyclo
business, which would gain no recoguitionin
any other line.

Several of the manufacturing concerus
which have gone to the wall within the past
sixty days were companics supposed to have
safely passod the experimental stage, and to
bo cstablished on a safe foundatiou. These
latter concerns would in many cases havo
withstood the storm had tho financial atmos-
phero been clearer, and the cleaning out pro-
cess can scarcely be survival of the fittest,
unless the term ‘' fittest” bo synunymous
with wealthiest, for it isth  .nount of capi-
tal at command wkich tolls tuo tale.  Seversl
manufacturers of well known and recognized
high class machines have failed becauso thoy
had not sufficient money to carry on their
business, and were ubable to cullect 1 from
their agents. In ordinary times these could
have secured amplo accommodation for their
needs, and would have come outall mght. As
it is, the stocks on hand in their warchouses
and in tho bapds of agents will have a de-
morslizing effect on prices generally. Under
tho existing methods of carrying on tho bi-
cyclo business $100 is nono too high to list a
good wheol. In tho hands of assiguees theso
machines will be snld at whatever can bo ob-
tained for them, and these prices will affect
tho prices asked for muchines from other
livo faotorics. This is usither right nor
Tonsonnblo bat it is a fact,

Minneapolis Farm Implements.

Dealers should bo cautious about investing
in theso stooks from bankrupt conceras for
they will prove poor iuvestments at auy
price  Tho bicycle trade demauds a large
repair stock on which to draw, and for &
wheol which is no longer manufacturod there
are no repairs obtainable, Thisisequivalont
to whee! without a gnarauntes, for there is no
one to hold responsible for defective work-
manship or material, and the dealer eannot
affurd tu assume the responsibility, Botter
pay 2 little moro fur your wheels {rom some
live concern, which is responsib'e, than buy
bankyr it stocks at half price and fiud your-
sclf with a lut of broken and worthless wheels
on your hands at the cnd of the season.—

The SentemheI: Grop Report.

The Septomber crop report of the United
States department of agriculture shows a do-
cline in the condition of corn from the
August statement of 6 pciats, or from 93 per
cent in August to 91 in September. The
averages in the principal corn growing states
aro: Kentucky, 93; Ohio, 101; Michigan,
104 ; Icdiana, 106 : Illinois, 100 ; lowa, U3
Missguri, 8%, Nansas, 89, Nebraska, 1u3,

Although there has been & falling off in
condiion 1n some states, particularly in Kan-
sas und Nebraska, thecrop this year promises
to be large.

The general condition of wheat, wiater and
spring. when harvested, was 716, ugainst
73.4 tu 1895 and 83.7 10 1694,

The repurted conditions for tho principal
wheat states aro as follows :

Ohio, 52; Michigan, 75; Iudiana, 66
Illinois, 77, Wisconsin, 7v , Minuesota, 85U ;
Towa, 81; Missouri. 75, Kausas, 7v; Ne-
braska, 77; South Dakota, 76 : North
Dakuta, 61; Califorma, tvs, Oregon, 8);
Washington. 75.

Llast of the Rocky Mountains, complaints
of biih quality aud quantity of the wheat
crop are almost universal, the couses alleged
being winter-killing, duo to deficient snow-
coveling; stuated growth, due tu eariy
drouth, inseccts, rust and, especiatly, heavy
raivs following harvest, from which a large
per cent. of the grain sprouted and rotted 1n

the shock. A fow scattered counties aro cx-
copted. The early thresked grain in some

states escaped 115.ry, and the spring wheat
gonerally fared better than winter wheat.,

Tho Pacific slopesuffered somowhat, chicfly
from dry weather, shrivking the grain, but
not su generally as the contral and eastern
states.

Tho cunditivn of oats, when harvested,
was 71 per cent, againet 773 in August;
ryo, 82, barley. 83.1; buckwheat, 93.2;
potatoes, 83.3, against 9u 8 last year.

Lisather,

Tho chief feature in the leather market.
says the Moutreal Trade Bullet:n, 1s thead-
vance of 1c in: No. 2 svle leather, tho lunest
figure at which gwd Nu. 2 manufacturers’
sule can be buught bemg i4e, sales of which
aro reported, although 1 largo quantities, at
that figure. The advance in the price of
hides has caused a stronger feeling in leather
and tauners of hoth sule and black are not as
freo scllers as they were. The export trado
is somowhat brisk, s both sole and black
leather is said to bo duing better on tho
other side than here. Montreal prices
aro a8 follows: No. 2 manufacturers'
solo 13 to 20c; jobbers’ solo 19 to 2Uc:
slaughter solo 2vc to 22e, waxed upper 27 to
8lc, grained 28 to 8ic; buff 11 to 12ic:
splits 17c to 18c for U- zario, and 12 to 1i¢c
for Quobec ; pebblollt i2¢; glove 10cto 1le.

Lawrer o C Clarkoisopening 1n vogutables
and fruiw in the Winnipeg city mnarket
building,

WALKER HOUSE.

The most conveniently located totel tn Toronto
Ono Block from Union Rallway Dopot
A first-class Family and Commercial Houre

Termns from $2 n dayr
DAVID WALKER, Proprictor

Corner York and Front Sts, TARONTO, Ont.

AUSTIN & ROBERTSOR,

WHGLESALE STATIONERS,
MONTREAL

Oeoaler tn Al Classes of .
Writings and Printings,

Liceps, Ledzer and Bond Papers.

£3 Quotatinna srd Sap.yleeon Appli ation. =

Partner_Wanted

.. Wanted in a. ostablished and growing
jubbing and rotail business, a partner with
busiress energy and some business experienco
sufficient to wanage the commereial part of
the business while the subscriber manages
the prartical part. A capital of atont $3,000
necossary  To tho proper party, the opening
i3 an exceptionally good one.
Apply by letter addressed to

PARTNER ¢ P., Commercial O0fice, Winnipeg

St. Lawrence Hall
MONTREAL, - P.Q.

Every attentson paid (o GQuests.  First class
i crery rexpect.  Appointments perfect.
Graduated Prices.

Robin, Sadler & Havworth

—MANCFACTURES OP—

LEATHER
BELTING

MONTREAL and TORONTO.

WISGONSIN GENTRAL

ILINES.

LATESD? TIME CARD.

Daily Through Trains.

1245 pm 6 2hjun Ly, Minncapihs Ar. K40 am § 20 un
12 jan; T15pm la. St Paul Ar. 50 am 3403

Duluth  Ar. 11 10an.
Ashland  Ar ' S15am
L Sopml040pm

40 ipm Ia

TS pmly

T amiin. 5am.ar.  Chicazo  Lv

Ti kets s0ld 22d laggage checked through to an
Po1ots 10 the Unitea States and Canada.

Close conncction made in Chicago with all trains going
Fa«: and South.

For full inform stion apply to your nearest ticket agen
or

JAS. C, POND,
Gen. Pass. Agt., Milwaukee, Wis




