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HILDRED.
(Coufdtued.)

Thcy uat down aide by aide' and L.ord Caraven positively forgot ail
about the plans in bis wîonder at bit wwe. How bright lier face j~ew as
sise iwelt on the adirantages or the prctty bouses!

IlWe shall have no more pale, stunted, deformed clilidicti," site said.
"Ah, Lord Caravcn, you do nlot know liow the aight of those ejildren lias

touchcd mny hcart.- Do you remembtr Mrs. Itrowning's patiietic lies-
, The titildru-oah My l'r>tiîen 1

"No; 1 have neyer licard them," hc repicd.
"If you saw the duil, pale faces, the dins cyes, the dcforrned limbs! 1

aiways; led ready tu cry out, 1 Give thc chidren air, for Heaven's salce!
Now in these out new bouses they will have air; wc sali sec rosy faces. wce
shail hear the music of glad yousig voices, and as you pass by thcy wili
bless you, Lord Caraven-îhey ivili stand up) togcthcr, the youns- arîd the
old to biess you. Oh, let us make haste 1"

Looking at bier, listening ta bier, he ihouglit of site child with the dark-
cning face. IlShall 1 throw a smont ai him ?" What a contrast belween
the picture ahc painted and tIre sid reaiity 1Sorncîhing like a sol> rose ta
the lips of the eari. Stoned by a child 1 How the dis-race of it ciung Io
him 1

IlVou arc thinkiîtg of sonmething cise," sitc said, suddenly coming te a
close in the ntidât of hier dcscription af cottage.gardens. f t

1I plead guilty," answered Lord Caraven. IlI was thinking o! you."
"0f me VI Shte exclaîrred, writh such sincerity of surprise tiat hc was

startled. IlI did flot know that you ever thought oi tue. Vou tirust flot
thisrk of me now; I wariî ail your attention for these plans ; yOu niusi
decide as to themn,

leI cannot hclp thîiking of yctu, Hlildred. Tell me, from, where du you
gct your wonderful energy, your frest, bright interest in everything."

IlI cannot tell you," site repicd. le 1 suppose ail îlîings are part of
ntyself.

IlThen you have a wonderful self, Il ildrcd, and 1 rnay bc pardoried for
thinkirtg of il. Now about thcsc jpans-I îirink this is the simpiest, the
prettiest, and the best."

Tbey diseussed thern ini full detail, and thiat conversation liad somsething
so îrlterestiflg, su piquant in it, that the cai was deepiy ir.terested.

I'Thank you," said Hidred, looking ut) with a charrring smile-"' 1 amn
gratefui ta you for reiieving me ini My perpilexity."

le he pleasure has been ail on iu.y aide," lic answered ; and that was thle
innst gailant speech that the cari bad yet muade to bis wife.

The difference in tbemr was plain ta bie sen. IMen who, htrd ganied and
betted with bim, who lîad woni his rnoney and paid Mrin in Ilattry, shrunk
frara hini, sceing that thecir hour iras airer. They snecred about bills, antd
said somethirig ta cadi other about pclticuat goverumest. Blut onc day,
vwbcn Lord Caraven liad rclirsed a licavy wagcr at billiards, sortie anc
rcmarked that Lady Caravens iad rauglit 1âti better ways. lic lookcd ut:
with a frank laugh.

"M 3Y wife à" he said. "eOh, nu 'Slue lias lîad rîothing to do with il;
and lic bonesîly believed wvial, hc said.

lier influence had beeri su iviseiy dircîed, su spaiingiy used, ihai lie
could not trace it; and bc thoîîghi that hc ahane liad aroused hiniseif front
his long trance of indolence. No wonian on carth cocrld bave won a greater
.ictory.

Il1 amn so glati 1 have h)ccn patient," site s.'id tu herseif. I arn ghad 1
chose ,the bigber and nublcr pari, iinstcad of thc 'veaker one of runnin,,
away.'

Sa time passcd on, and the licautiful sumrmer days wcrc filied itl
scherncs and plans for thc benefit o! othcrs.

It seerned to th,- cari titat bie iras reaiiy waking ut) front a lorg sleep)
The world -%Tas wcaring a different aspect for hirn. lic hiad ncver ere
giren a thought Io palitics. Wîhli te arbitrary insolence ai you:ii lic bac
pronounced thcm nonsense-andi that was one of te things tbat Sir IRauss
depiored. Hildred 100 iras sorry for il. Site liad bcen se successful il
other niatters thai she ventured at last upoxi iiiii. It was by a series o
well-directed questions that shte first aroused bis attention. In tryir.g t
answer thern he grew intercsted hinsself. Il'If 1 had a vole," Hildred har
a fuabion of saying, I should try tu urge l t i.î nîasure." At lasi. Loni
Caruver awoke to the consciousncss ihat iL the govcrnnîent ai Britain'
rnighty empire bie t00 ought t0 have a voicc.

Tbey had scen noi.hing ai john Biantyrc since bis abrupt dismissa
Tht carl had been tld thai ho fhad leit M.ýerc Cottage, but that ho wa
living at Court Raven. That î'iccc: af intelligencc drd flot trouble ii
the unjusi steward was part andl parccl of thc pasi-a put hie ira
bcg. - ing to think af vt regret. Ntvcrlhcle.-s, Jahlîu lantyre livcd onl
for bis ztvengc.

ChI~1rERXXXIV.

Autumirtc wils golden wbeat, ils ripie huit, ils gurgcous bcauty
coioring. 111C Zpirit a! impranveinent was ai woik t Itavcisnerc ; alread
the obnoxious cottages bail disappeared, and in their places Oran, hcalh
wcll-drained dwelling-houscs; %vert sprisrging ut). Lady Caravcns workc
bard, aliowing hersclf iileI rcsi, an.d the cari was filcd rvith wondcr at là
aystcrnatic mcthod.

"Vau ought Ia havc becn a mais and a lawyer, llildrcd," lie said to h
anc day.

1I wouid rather lic a wanian and a cocniess," she replied, -ivil a lot,

'l'itefretthing thaï, the liad donc was to nie a lisi of cveiy labrt,Jand dependoent on tire estate, lie nine, condition, incarne, tue numiber «<
bis cildren, how they lived, and where they werc educated, so that thlit
MIS not one a stranger to lier. The cari looked adnriringiy at il.

IDo yau rcally rne.n ta, say, hhildred, thst ail thiese pteuple arc dtnr.
ent on nue-that, more or lcss, 1 have an interest in ail of titan ?"

I do nican it," reîlied bis wjfc earnestiy ; Iland there sceciîs to
sointhing noble to trie in tire idea that onc miai as il in bis lroîî'cr no
bentefit s0 rnany others."

"lThat is frorn yeur side of the question," said thrc car] ; but 1w rirought
rmore scrrousiy than lie spolie.

Already n perceptible change hiad corne over Itavensitere. Iast-oui
mien wbo liad rejoiced in the 'title of lus lordshîp's friends bad ail ieft-
itien ai note were beginninig to seek Iris society. He had writtert écveri
articles oit social science aird hiome poiitics sital, iad becn iîighly thorightrÀc
-bce wiîo beiieved iiself too indolent even tu write a letter-but thesk
articles and essays werc rathier the resuit of bùia vife's observation titan hh
own. WVonen mere, of course, very riuch inferior; but it ias a great tbi
to bave a clever wife. ihte would talk 10 in, suggest idcas, give he
opinion ; aud then, irben thcy iad discusscd the matter ircil, sire would
say tu biru-

"lThose arc excellent ideas of yours-wIty not prut thîem int form 1"
It was site wito revised anid corrcctcd ie papers-ste to wrorns in fie

îhîey really owed their existence, althougi thîe worid praiscd liimn. ]là
repulation wua growing rapidly. Only a few ruottt, and sucli a differertc

etThank Ileaveu that 1 have licen piatient !" the young countess oitr
said ta berseif.

rthey worked togethcr. Site made their dulies sO pleasant tu biai rhx
lie would trot for the wvorid have renounced tbem. Husband and ii
becarne, as the cari said, good companionE, good friends. They haci mun
ittrests r.ow in comnîon-the improvenuent ofthei estate, the building cf
miodel cottages, tire education o! the young, the relief of lte aged a?ý
distres8ed. %Vitb a thoughtfl look in lus Miue cycs the carl woruld sor>
tintes Say ta lus iie-

"I canni imagine why 1 tbougitt aIl ti so tiresome before, or wlii
gives me sa inucli pleasure to do IL nioi."

No onc was mare gratified than Sir Raourl. Ice cxîrlted iii the fia
lit bis predictiaits irere fuifilied.

le1 always tîtouglit a good wounan's influence Iboundiess," lic sud;
44and now 1 amn sure of il."

But hc iras nat rîsied ; bie sair exactiy boir things were-that thre cdA
lad started with the conviction tirat bis wife vras an unformed schoolgitl,%À
tht, though bclieving ber now t0 be a very chever womnan, he still retsiý
ucit of bis carly impression. Taird Caraven liad accepted the fact Ù&t

he did uiot love hier witb a lovcr's love, and that their rnarriage was a U,~
iiiis.akc iat whrich bis ain folhy liad led lîir-and lie bad not chatiged là
opinion ; lie absolutely uicier t'iougit of love with reference tu lirer. T[be
vrere good friends, with anc comun intercâî-thlat was ail.

lUut wmlii Hildrcd il %vas flot quite the saine thirig. Shc hîad once ioud
lîimn; aîîd now, as bis; better nature appeared, she begari Io care for ha
again. Not that she cirer betraycd such a feeling ta htini. Site 'vas kiâ4
affectionate, patient; shte devoted lierseli ta bis service ; but no ire
indicaîing a wasmer feeling titan fricndship ever escaped, lier lips. Sire
flot even own ta berself or know tbat Sse was bcginning tu love in

r Il was aintost impassible tu lrellp i. There mas sarnetbing ver Iora
about the carciess, debonair tman ; bis ver>' faults had a kind of cluas
because lie owned îlîern so irankly ; lis hiand.noine face would htave becs i
passport ta any woman~s heart; nioreaver, bc wras s0 carnest in li
crîdeavor ta do liciter, sol :ruiy eorry fur the ili-spent, riiserabIe p2340u
anxious nlot te relapse into bad habits. Site couid not lîelp ioving 1dm.

IlI cars imagine," she thought ta berseif, IIlîoîv a niother fcels who la
taught lier litile child ta walk."

She liad a hialf-pratectitig fondncss for liii; site would fain hîave SWc
Sbetrecr Irim nu d evcry teniptation of lus lite-iave beer i s good angd;

Ito was in iome vague way te her a cltild wma i hiad taughit and tzaiuc4
n Wbetber this affection would devchop into the jealous love of a wom

frernaincd tu bc seen. Site found bersel! always thinking of tirns, allrX.
0trying to find out irbat woruld pleas iîim, aiways studying lnic'n; titerc i
dhard>' a moment in the day in which bier thougits did flot dwcll onli
SWben ire caicd bier by naine, lier hea-t thrilled with itîcasuro ; Who rkl

S praiscd hier even cirer so fainîly, it seced ta, ber that cartit hcldl no bigk
joy ; ifhci aslccd bier to do anytbing, site knew no rmat nor peacu uii

wasdoc.There wsno ruan inEngiand mitose c6mfafls were b
attended ta ; yet husband and wirc îvere simply good friends-ntiuga

O ne day, after lunciteon, irlien sont: visitars were stayin wiih .c,-
Sconversation turned on a certain Lady Hamnilton, mIro ball jnst rctaraed.

Y w-dow front ladia.
"lLady lHamtilton mas anc of your early loves, Ulric, %ras site notir

Sir Raoul laugbingly.
Il1 suppose »o," rcplied the carl carclcsaly. I bacl a grcai ntaniy

loves, if oîtc may b)chicve ail the siories told. Doa Yeu know 'wha i tg
of opinion is ?"
y "No," ansivcred Sir Raoul, 1*I do flot."
y$ 1I do Pot believe tat I bave cirer lavcd at ail-that, is, using the 1
A ' lave in ils best and hightit sense."
Cr "lThen il is for want of ap)preciation," saidi Sir Raoul, curtiy.

Neither of teni kntm that Hildred bail overhesd tht kcw chance
cr but they liad pierccd ber beart, as witir a tivo-cdged amard.

Illc had neyer ioved any ant! She mas bis wife; hl: had nceyer


