THE CRITIC.

13

[

MINING.—Continued.

all concerned is (I apeak now more particularly of gold mining,) the law or
thit portion of it which relates to prospecting liconses or tho search for
gold. Tho matter might be adjusted in this way. Lot the government
anint any applicarct a mining block of say &0 areas fur an upsut price of 810,
und make time 6 wnonths with privilege of extonsion for another ¢ months.
on payment of a liko sum of #10, No liceuses to bo less than 50 areas in
extent, nor any smaller sum than $10 roceived by Commissioner of Mines,
Avy one really desirous of prospeeting for gold who cannot invest 210, had
better keep out of the business totally. Tho person or persons thon who
uke up 50 areas have 6 months to operate on it, and at the end of that time
if they consider it a fair prospect. then they can have on pavment of 810
sditional & further extension of G months, in which to take necessary stops
ta look about them to procure capital with which to take out proper mining
licenses and  stock their mine with machivory, ett, otc  As it is now, a
man pays 327.50 for 100 areas for 3 months, for $13 75 additional he gets

months more, or in &Il 6 months. It does not give a dona jide miner or
prospector time enough to look around him and interest necess wry capital to
oon with his operations which he msy have got started, but for lack of
Lneans and a little time he has to drop out and somecone olso steps in and
aps the harvest. ‘The man who invests his means in tsking out a licenso,
oot a certain amount of work, and develops a go'd claim, should ho entitlod
o the utmost charity of the mining Iaw and have evary opportunity granted
pim to bring to a successful conclusion thit which ho has beon the means of
originating. In this case he will naturally use every endeavor to get his
Boroperty into shape, and if it bea workiug vein he can easily interest the
ecessary capital.  Under such a scale of pric’s and time the 30 area
prospecting license would, I am conviuced, como into geuera]l favor, and
here 8100 is received by Mines Oftice now for gold prospecting licenses, [
wily believe 81000 would come in  “I'hen again iu proclaimed districts,
hete, it seemm a certain number of areas can be taken up at 50 conts por
ea This matter might be regulated in the same manner, by allowing a
prospecting license for gold good for 6 months to be taken up on payment of
10, which would embraca 20 regulir areas taken cithor in square or
1ogular form, or fur 20 40 arcas,
od $10 payment to Mines Office. In like mannerif the prospector at the
ud of 6 months wished to continue his prospecting that he be granted a
; of a similar sum to his first paymont,
grhich would give him one year in which to endeavor to locate his veins
roperly and procure necessary capital to work the same.

1 spprove of Mr. Fraser's idea of holders of aroas in proclsimed
istricts, who do not feel able or willing to place the requisite number of
y8' labor on their rewpective areas, having privilega of paying 82 per
poum for each area for a certain term of years, not to excoud ay 3 to 5
mrs, and the aaid amounts to be collacted promptly by the Commissioner of
lines, default in any such payments constituting at once a furfeiture of the
id areas aftor once being notificd by the Mines Offico. 1If the law wasg
ut in forca thousands of dollars would be paid into the slines Office which
now withheld on areas which now neither p+y vental nor are worked,
wle of this kind would speedily put to an ond this indizcriminate
cbbling up of areas and holdingz of the same by speculators who never had
be slightest intention of working or prospecting the same The szale of
ices also on these conld be made somewhat lishter, according to the
umber of areas hold. (i all areas up to 25 in number, §2 per acre ; over
P avd up to 50, 31 75 ; over 50 aud up to 75, 21 50; over 75 and up to
0.§1.25. This scals would not prove burdeasomo, as any man wishing
control 100 areas would pay in revenues the sum of 3125 aunually
uring the 3 or § years this clause was in force. The workiog of tho mine
 muchinery and the produciug of gold, of course, would do wway with
epyyment of such rentals. It would also be undorstood that the end of
period of 3 to 5 yoars which this clause might cover, if the holder did
ot meke some preparation for actual mining by the erecting of machinery
production of ore in neceesary quantities for milling, it will at once
atitute a forfeiture of' his lease and enable the ground to bo ngain taken
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ters on which I might dwell, but as I am new at the busineas 1 may get
3o deep water, and what I have written is only on the spur of the
oment and may be very ohjectionable fur all 1 know, and, if so, I would
dly have some of your mauy readess correct mo ani show me wherever I
inerror.  If they can so convince me I will willingly acknowledge it,
Isimply would like to see whit is dove, done for the best and in the
fereats, not only of the pruspector and miner, but of the Province as well.

Yours, &c., * R ox
April 19th, 1887.

OLoian.—We have always believed that the future of gold mining in
4 Province chiefly depends upon the development of large leads of low
de oto, aud we are glad to find that Mr. J. E. Hardman, of Oldham, is
oz & practical teat of the profits to bo derived from mining such ore.
bea recently sunk a shaft to tho dopth of 230 feet, and is now working
alead which in some places is five fect in width, the average width
agabout 21 feet. So far tho quartz has yielded gold at the rate of ten
Soyweights to the ton, and constant employment is given to 23 men.
- Hurdman has our best wishes for his success.

A manganese mine has been discovered on s farm near Roanoke, Va.
tdepnit in niineteen feot thick. The owner is said 20 have refused an

etc., but no less number than 20 areas| &

gp by 2oy other miner or prospector wishing s0 to do. There are other| N
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