
THE GATIIOLIO WVEEKJLY REVIEW.Nv S 8f

AN ARTIST'S IDYL.

liX TUKROPIIKLn GAUTIR.
It was in theo midsuminer of 13-that a lad of sixteeni or

soventecît)-cars, but 80 eiaili lie alipearcd nnela youîîger.
aniglat lîat- bucai seuil an the Province of A- driving before
bini two or tlarco dozen shecp. Tite yo'îthful siiopherd liad
titat tLiouglitful, tind expression pecultar to those %vite speiad

nuch of their tinteo li solitude. Romances lîad not turîîcd
Petit Pierre shlîad. for sucli washia namno. Ho didnfot know
laow tu meail, nuertleless lio was a dreamner. I>ay aftcr day
lio wvutld leai agauiat a tro, lits e %vandering over the
horizon il) a sort of cC5t.atiC contemplation.

Whlat %vas lac tliikng of ? Ile did ixot knowv hinrof. lio
saa tlao siiairitu aiîd sunset, tlio dillerent tiaits of the foliage.
tho tihaduws of cloud and mnountain, 'witlaout takang liced
tiiereuf, bunt t1aey înfluenced Juin novertless, aîîd ho tlîoîglit
àL weak-Opirituid, alanosat infirmity, to bo tias influenced by
water, wuuds, and sky. Il@ %vould say to Linisolf, IITiiero ls
iatinig eu woxîderlul in ail tis; trocs aro not rare, neitiier
is the eartli, vhy sould 1 stop te look lit an onk or a hall,
forgetting evvrythiaag? 'Watliot IM'deIo 1 would have lost
morù thali oeu aslaep, and the master would beat tue. Why
amn I net 11ku the others-big aîîd 6trong, alwvays siiigaig-
instead o! t'peitdLiig iy tinu tooking nt tlîo grass, niy sieQp ? -
Quie niglat have alnaost tlaougbt that Petit Piaerre was lit love
-but lac nim aîot--sylvan siiephiords are îlot s0 prCcociotis,
and Liais Curydua i ad lîardly yet noticed a >hayllis.

Eaaturiaîg a aaaoadow covued witla fine grass, dçtted liere
and thiere iviLlî cluinps of trocs, altogetlier a picturesque
spot, Petit Pierru Liarow Jianisoîf ont a rock, and, leauuiig on1
lais ick, luula.od Jiot uniike a slaepiacrd of Arcadua, wliilo lie
gave liiiself up to hlis tiaoughits. His log, sagacîously jiiig-
iiag the shieep iwoîild uaot go far frorn a spot whiero tlao pasturo
wfts so iaîvitiaag, witia lais haead on lis paws, mii ]lis cye
fixiid on lais niaster, lay nt lis feet anotionlcss. Tite slieop
disportodl tlLunelves laa thiacr happy, hacediess fasiîîon. It
Ivas a elinrining, peacaîful picttnre-sa a young girl tliouglat
as silo eiîtersd tue anueadow front anothor sade.

Il at a luNely spot for 8ketcig I she cried, takiiag lier
drawviàig iiiatorialt froin lier mnaid, %vioe %va wvatl lier.

Thîrowiaag laurself on a littie kiioll, regardicas of lier frcslî
whIitu robie, and îîrraaîguug lier dritwig raaaterîals, site began
iith. a firaia luaid to sketch tlao scezue before lier. A great,
strawv lat cast a tranisparenat shade over liier Iovoly features ;
a gliazîpse of lier saaaany laair, an a round knot at tic back,
miade lier neot uiiko cite of 1lubeis pictures.

Petit Pierre, absurbod as lie was, lîîad îlot at first aaoticcdl
the arrivai of this clarauiîag apparition. Fidele liait raised
lais liead, bait sccing notliig partieularly antagonistie, re-
turned tu lhi:, furier siphainx lke attitudie. %%'lieni Petit Pierre
glanced fixashl>) ona tho dality whiîte figure beforo hit, lie snd-
dent3> ft.-t as if Lis hoart liad stopped beataaig. To overcoino
tluis eiaautiuit Il ruse to lis foot, and wluastliig to lits dog, left
thie spot-

But tiaiit Lad u', r eaatured into the yoaang garl's calcula-
ions, %0&0 ','as abutt puttaîîg an the Younig sheplierd wîthi lits

flock ab ait indispenîsale accessory. S3ite tlîrew down her
ailbumi aud picil and flew in tic directiona o! Petit Pierre, aîid
iuasistod uia lis retiirsaag to occupy his forumer position oi, theo
rock.

.yoi,- site saud, laaîglîingly, Il muet stay an tlis position
until 1 tell 3oai tlat 3ou cati go-titis arin a lîulo more for-
waral, itiî.l *utir han:d a lîttlo e Wthe left.-

As eise sl)uht:, %witli Luiî whaite, di.licate îaands silo placcd aîad
arraagtvd iXttî Pierre iii tu position to suit lier.

Wlaat buanlttful c>es a lias, Laucy, for a pcasant's eyes,~
silo coistititiIt, nith niautlaer laugli to laer inaid.

Tite tii1 ,I'l arranaîî to suit lier, the liglit-lieartcd
ïrattig girl rtturiied to lier drawing, wbiclh 'vas soon fin-
iglied.

-"Yeti cati Cet up now and go, but i s oadly Mair I slaould
rovardl you for the fatigue I have caused you, renîaiuîing still
so loug. like a rustie saint.."

Tite siiopiierd, ver)- slaaîncefacely, vory slowly,Kcaîne te
tho yong glrl's side, who alippedl a piece o! gold into bis
]tend.

IThat is te buy a aiew vest for tie ',unaay fetes," se
added.

The shepiierd glaaaced faartively on the hlf-open album
stood transfixed wvftl nînazement, ivitlaout olosing lais baud
whoe the nowy tweaîty franîc piece glittered. Tite scalce feul
from lais cye; a suddteni revelataon camie over Iiiin. In a
liaitf staapifiod Voice lac said, fullowing the diffuruist pourtionis uf
the draiig.

IlrTe trocs, the atones, tIsa rock, thae dog -aisd I am hure,
the shceep, too, on1 Liis papier I 1

'Flic yotiiig girl, aiîused at lais udîuuarmti;uit and iiiu a8toîa
jelinat, slaowed huai otiier draviiags -ladies. claateanu., rocks

flien, as iL tvas growiaig dark, aIse ruse, alia %'itla laer naaid
disaippeared on tic rond to a great chatuau.

Petit Pierre followed laur with lais c)tos as long as a fold of
lier gowvn rinaiaied iii sighlt. ite suuaîble sieplaord begaii
Lo hav., a confîiscd ilIon wlat iL miiît tu wtatela tIhe trous:, tlau
cloaads. thae tandscape. Tl'la ornotion Ita çoxpurieiieud on isu.0
ing anytlinig beautiftxl assuaaîed difforeuit proportions. Ho
ivas aicitlier then a fool nor an imnbecile. Hli ade sooa uaa Lao
chlimiîey piece in Lhe cottages images of GUasuviU',o do l3ra-
bant, nnd the Mottier of Sorrows. wvitt' lier stvent arrovis eau-
bedded iii lier laeart, but tliese coarse daubs, in yellow, red, or
binte. unwiartlay of the savagas o! Notv Zealand, nover awak-
eaiod an idea of art in i bista. Tlae drawings, iii tIî album
o! LIme young girl, witîî timeir crayon aliading sna prociso
forme wêre somethiaag ontirely now te Petit Pierra.. Tlie
pictures in tlae pariela olaurcli weroe so black and sanoky
oite coula distiiguish îotlaiias. ]3osides tiat lac liardly
daied to mise htise yca Vo thiic frein thù porcla i0lire lie
limait.

Tlaat fliglit Petit Pierrc dreaaniei lie was in a valley amore
beautiftil titana anytlaing lie haaad u% tr seea, whaih thae beautiful
vision that ]led drawn laina iii Lue aftorîioon caie siniling
toward han, saying:

Il is not saaflicient to look -y6u aaîust %vorli."
Bo saying, site plared on lis knees a board, drawiaag paper,

and n sharp peail, and stood over laim %,'lailo lae began to
trace a foiv Eaies, but 'with sO trQanblinig a haand tlîat the fines
rama into cacha otlier. Petit Pierre wvould havo givon anytlaing
not La havo been so awkward cverythîing lae drew grew iaito
irregniar and ridicublous zigzags. fis anuiala grcev greater
than lie couxla bear, ntil the lady, eeeing lais înisery, put a
stop te it by placilig in lais land a pelioil w'haog poiî'.t fiaïltod
like fire. Petit l>ierre's difficailties vanislied as if by lagie.
Qunt o! confuseioni caîaae order, trecs tlirow ont bold and laardy
trunks. LhIa trees looked raturaI. and plants %%, itia tîseir fohiage
wero true to life. 's- instraictress, lcaning oaa ais shoulder,
followcd hie -,vork iN l an air lof approval, sayiaîg froan Liane
te tiane

IGood, very gooa h this is the way-go on 1"
This dreain made a great improei:ýn on Petit Pierre,

From that day lie socnaied a différent person-his head and
his laeart alikeo seemcd on fire. Ho liad suddenly awoko te
conscioneneess n! the talent NviL1in lir, sna aetermiaied
if possible, te mako somctlaing o! hiimeîf.

Taking a ceaI froni thioso smouldering on tlae hocarth, Petit
Pierre began lais studios in charcoal on the .outside wahls of
tle cabin instendof on paper or canvas. Nvaatsionld ho 'e-
gin wvithi 2 Male a pic ture o! lais beet, or rather only friend,
Fidolol1 Fer Liais orplaan's faanily consistcd oaahy o! lais dog,
Ris fIret effort, it muet bie confessed, rcsembled a hippopotamus
more than s dog. By dint of trying over and ovor again-
fortuiiately Fidele wss the anioat pamtient model in tlao world-
tic laippopotamus wvas succeedcd by a crocodile, thon a cal!,
anad flnally a figure Liîat rosembled notlaiig so raucli as a
member o! 'lao canine race. To describo thie satisfaction
that Petit Pierre feit wlaeaî lie had acconîplishod Luis ivould be
difficuit. Michael Aaagelo, whenl ho had given tVie hast touch
ta tho Sistino Chiapel, snd laid down, with lais anus crossedl
tapon hie breat te couteinplate laie imniortal work, ilever feit
n dearer or deeper joy. ,If that bematifulWay could only se
Fidole's portrait 1" cried tic littîn artist.

To do hini justice, iL muet bue said Lliat thie blinda-ess lasted
only a short tirae. le soocu learned haow unfiniiehed was the
sk-etch, hiow different froin the réal Fidelo. The next Mime lie
Lried We draw a slaeep, ana did a little botter; lae was galning
exporience-but the cliarcoal broke in bis fingers sud the
rougit boards wore very exssperating. "If I had paper ana
peneils I coua do botter, but bow can I Cet thora?",
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