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liquors, is vory likely to come up in tho
trinl of this onse, Mnjor Genéral Howard
was therefore anxious this case should be
referred toin my report in order that pro-
ciso and delinite rules should be adopted by
the twe governments, not only respecting
tho introduction of spirituous liquors into
the Indinn Territory of Aluska, through
British soil, but also s regards the capture
and detention of Biitish suljects found vio-
luting tho Inws in Alsaks, in the hiopo that
wilitary officers who in pursuauce of their
duty capture offenders other than American
subjeats, may not Yo linble to prosecution at
law merely in rotaliation. And this npplios
equuily on botls sides, for I believé al this
moment Lt. Colonel McLeod is subject to &
similiar prosecution by a citizen of the Uni:
ted States for making hima prisoner upon
a charge of which he was acquitted in a
United States Court at Helena, through
same legal technicvity, though little doubt
cxisted at the time as to his guilt,

More simiple laws aro required for the cap’
ture and punishment of criminals, and
oftenders against the laws, uponthe vastand
spacious prairies of the North West and in
the mountainous and densely wooded coun*
tries of British Columbia and Alaska, where
the population is very sparse and cosmopoli:
tan, than in more settled and populous re*
gione whera tho arrest of oftenders is more
easily effected, the attendnnce of evidence
more easily prooured.

Lt. Col. McLeod will in the case in point
he obliged to attend personnlly at Helena, a
Jislance from his post of full 400 miles
across the bleak prairies, long the spurs of
the Rocky Mountains in te depth of winter,
to defend himself against a prosecution for
an act which occurred in the execution of
his duty, and s0 his useful services with his
force will be lost for several months.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
I, Sgrpy Suyiy,
Major General.

[B.]
OTTAWA,
November 27, 1873,
bEN

1. In complicance with the instructions
contanted in your confidential letter to me
dated 24th Juné last, wherein I am dunected
in the progress of my tour through the
North West Territorics to visit 88 myuny as
possible of the Mounted Police Posts and to
make special inquiry iuto certain points
therein detailed, bearing upon tho organiza
tion, cquipment, distribution, snd general
efficiency of the Force, I have now the honor
to report to you that after my raturnin
June from reorganizing the Militia in Prince
Edward Island, and having proceeded West
ward, to inspect the various Btigades of
Mililia encamped in Ontario, I embarked at
Saraia on the fid July and, passing up
Lakes Huron and Superior I reached Fort
Garry by way of Duluth, Moorehead and the
Red River on the I5th, and after making
the necessary inspections there, 1 finally de-
parted for the Prairics on the 19th of that
moath, travelling the first 200 miles in vehi-
cles which had béen provided for myself
snd staff as fur as Shoal Lake, whero I met
;vuh the frst outpost of tho Mounted Po-
ice.

2, From this point T travelled throughout
the North West Ternitories and across the
Rocky Mountains full 1500 wmiles, escorted
by a party of the Mounted Police until they

were relicved at Joseph's Prairio in- the-

Kootenay district under arrangemeuts
mado by the Lioutenant Governor of British
Columtia for my further progross to Van,
couver's Island.

3. As I havo referred in the outlset to my
general summer's tour of inspection I may
sny shortly, it embraced a distance, by the
routes travolled in going and returniug, of
full 11,000 miles, of which upwards of 2000
wero performed on horseback.

4. 'The gencral opinions I have been able
to form of the North West Mounted Police,
bave been greatly influenced by the experi-
ence I acquired of thom on my line of march
through the country, I shall now therefore
shortly alludo toit.

5. 'rom Shoal Inko post I proceceded
direct to Swan River, about 140 miles, and
on the morning of my arrival there [ was
overtaken by Liesutenant Cotton, an officer
of the Manitoba Arlillery bearing despatches
to me from the Lieutenant Governor of that
province.

6. 'Tho naturc of these despaiches was
such that after a conference with the com
mandant, Licutenant Colonel French, I de-
termined to tuke a force of 50 Mounted
Polico from Swan River to Carleton, r8 a
party of observation.,

7. 8ly reuson for coming to this division
arose (rom tho important nature of the in-
formation conveyed in the despatehes, and
though my improssion was that the report
was somewhat overdrawn, I ind no possible
means, 8o far removed from telegraphic
or postal communication, to tcst the fucs
of‘]:_ho caso except by going to sce for my-
gelf,

8. I accordingly marched the followinyg
alternoon sccompanicd by Lieutenant Col-
onel Frenchand 50 of his men. Ve crossed
the south branch of the Sackatchewan anl
reached Cuarleton House on the Sth day, a
distanco of 270 miles from Swan River, bo-
ing tho firat armed force which had ever
appeared there, or crossed the Siskuaiche-

wan.

9, Tho result of my investigilion, I had
the honor to report to you at the time, 1
shall thereforo only say that I consider the
sudden and unannounced arrival of this
force had the best possiblo moral effect,
proving 8o convincingly that power lay
+ithin easy reach to enforce the lLaws upon
the slightest infraction, a fact of which the
inhabitants of St. Laurent and other settle-
ments around Carlton were up to that time
in ignorance.

10. Leaving the troop of Mounte:t Polico
at Carlton, I crossed the north branch of
the Sackatchewan the following day, and
proceeded by way of Forts Pitt and Victoria
towards Edmonton, 400 miles; but being
delaged a day at Sturgeon Creck, a deep
and rapid stream, in order to construct rafts
forits passage, I recrossed theSaskatchewan
the same aiternoon at tho new post estab-
lished by Inspector Jarvis,

{1. From thence Ldmonton lies about 20
miles south; tho reasons why the Police
Post was fixed at this pcint I shall refor to
further on.

12. Proceeding south, 120 miles, I crossed
tho Battle and Red Deor River, and at the
Iatter found unother troop of Police which
had been with judgment moved to that
point on learning the rumoura afloat about
the Carlton affair,

13. linepected this troop tho same alter-
noon, and next morning, wmarching south,
Lieutenant Colonel Mcleoad, the Assistant
Commnussioner who had been writing for me,
detached the troop toa position on the Bow
{_li;ex&. where a new polica post is now estab-
ished.

14, Approaching Bow River I crossed the
lino of route of a band of about 200 Black.
feet Indians, amongst whom were Crowloot,
the paramount,anl four other chiefs of mare
or leas note. ‘Thiey nt once, on perceiving
mo riding with thp guide some miles in
advance of my partly, galloped towards me,
and, on ascertaining who, [ was, welcomed
mo with every expression anl sign of sin-
cerily and good wiil.

15. Crowfoot begzed mo to encamnp thero
with his people to liave a talk, but I declin-
od, urging my desire to reach Bow River
that night, on which the Chiefs determined
to accompany me, and they did so, after
dressing themasolves in their best apparael.

1G6. Round a large counoil fire ou the high
cliffs, at whose base runs the broad and
rapid Bow River, these Chiefs received my-
sclf and staff after night fall, and with the
solomn dignily of their race they eachin
turn delivered a speech, the sum of which
was in effect the great salisfaction they de.
riveld from the presence of the Mounted
Polico in their country, the security and
peaco that hal succecded to enarchy, dis-
order, and drunkenness, lho prosperity
which had replaced poverty and -wantj--
that whereas in former times their young
men were tho vietims of unserupulous
traders who bartered ardent spirits for
theiv horses amdd Luffilo robes, by which
they were reduced to squalor, mis. y and
crime—now that the infamous liquor trade
had been completely put an end to by the
presence and actlivity of the police, all this
was changed for prosperity anid contontment
as well as security for life and prcperty,
horsestealing had become rard, becausenow
the young men could procure what horses
they requiced in exchango for buffalo robes,
they could lie down in thejr lodges at night
feeling security from depredation.

17. All this and mach more did these
calm snd thoaghtful old chiefs express to
me, indicative of the respect and high es.
timation in’ which they held the new force
the Government il been pleased to send
among them.

18. They asked wme in tura to speak for
them to the Government in order that the
Land question might Lo seltled and treaties
arranged,such, as they understood, hiad been
granted to tho Bastorn Prairie Indians, and
this [ promised them to do, giving them
distinctly to unrlerstand that * Mahagauen-
sumn,’” tho ** Great Soldier Master,’” as they
termed mo, was not charged with quesitions
of that nature, bul that I should be most
happy to be the medinm of expressing their
wishes 10 the (Government, whose great aim
and object w.s to extend uniform justice
and deat fairly by all the Indisn tribes
wh m Her Majesty tho Queen took a great
interest.

19. They were pleased nud contended,and
after expressing their gratification at seing
mysdcell, the first General Officer who had
ever passed through their land, and offering
to make a new road for me it I should re-
turn next year, I bil them goodnight, they
had their supper and tsbacco close to my
tent, upon which the British flag was flying,
and befora day light in the morning they
had all departed,

20. But a short time ago the Blackfaet
Indians would have been very unwelcome
guests in asmallcympduring the dark’hours
of the night, .

21. The passage of the Bow River occupi~
ed the whole of the following day; iv'is broad
and rapid and crossing camp equipment
and men by teans of temporary rafls 1s at-
tended with much delay and considerable
risk, in fact on ‘this occasion two men nar-
rowly escaped drowing owing to thesinking



