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{'n article following from Broad Arrow of
13th Der,, on *Tho Conviction of Marshal
Bazsine,” will place before our roiders the
particulars of tho shameless and nfamous
proceedings against that gallant old soldier
who has beon sacrificed in order that thoe
treasnn of such scoundrels ne Gaxssrta, tho
treachery and imbecility of I'vocay, and the
vilhany of the ruffians that overthrew tho
Empire may bo kept hidden from the scru-
tiny of tho victoms of their rascality and
cowardice.

Broad Arrow pu.s the caso in its truo
light, as one of unjustifiable political mur.
der, unl the Duo d'Aosars has made as
g:eat a mistake as bis grandfather tho in-
famous Eaatara did, when he voted {or the
muider of Lovis XV1

THE COUNVIOTION OF MARSHAL BAZAINS,

The great trial which has been in progress
at Versailles since thelbeginning of Uctober,
and which s destineid to £ll one of tho

zaine. lato Commanderan Chief of the Army
of the Rlune, guity of baving, on the 28th
of Qotober, 1870, capitulated to the enomy,
and surrendercd tho fortress of Metz, of
which he held the sugreme command, with-
out having exhausted all moans of defonce,
and without having done all that dutynn&
honor presoribed ?"

2, % s Marshal Bazaine, the late Com-
mander of the Army of the Rhine, guiity of
having capitulated on tho [samo day in the
open fiold 2"

3. “ Did this capitulation result in the
Army having to Iny down ilsarins?”’

4. “ Did Marshal Bazaine. before treatin
verbally or in writing mith the enemy, fail
to do all that duty and honor prescribed ?”’

The Council unnnimously replied in the
aflirmative to all these four questions, and
the sentence followead ns a matter of courae.
. Before thie judges withdrew to oconsider
their verdict tho marshal was asked if he
had anything to add to his defence. Then
rising from his seat, he replied, ina louder
tone of voice than he had before used durin
the trial, but with perfect calmness, *
wear on my broast the words ¢ Honor and
Country’ [alluding to the inscription on hit
Star of the Legion of Honour). 1have nevor
I'been unfaithiul to that legend, neither at
Metz, nor during my whole service of forty
two years. That [lifting up his right hand}
I swear before Christ!”

Ia whatover else Bazaine moy have failed,
hs has not failed in tho digonity suitable to
the occasion, and the interesting question
for all is, whether lus words were a solemn
mockery, proceeding from the lips of a man
who was conscious of the black drop of
treason in his heart which tho sentence
presupposes had destroyed his moral senso
and corrupted tho soldierly virtue which his
very encmies concedo that he once possess-

To answer this question we must not
consider probabilities alone, but make a
careful study of the facts; nor must our
judgment he influenced by the churacter ef
the tribunal at Versailles, In estimating
this Iatter point, account must be taken of
the political circumstances of Franoe, snd
the first thing to note—considering these
circumsinnces—is, that the President of the
‘Iribuasl should be the Duc d’Aumale, who
is indebted for this title of General toa
royal ordnance signed by tho King, his
father, wko was afterwards dethroned and
his house banished by a revolution; and
who has himself only been testored {o sny
position at all in France by the Revolution
of 1870. Lenpth of service could certainly
not entitle tbis young officer to preside over
Mtribunal composed of men growing g.ey in

Paris itaolt invested, was ontirely unhixo
that of tho Ducd’Aumale in Algiors when
tho Citizon King was dothroned.

The other judges wore the Gencrals Du ia
Motterouge, Chaubaud Latour and Tnpier,
who hava commanded in presenco of the
encmy, and Generals Princetoau, Marlinoan
Deschenez, and Ressayro, selocted Incally
from the First Military Division. Of ail
theso tho first alone is inonn to famo as
having commanded the first Army of the
Loire until, threatened with a court martial
by Gambottn, he resigned his powurs to
Generil d'Aurello do Paladines.  Rossayre
replaced General Martimprey, impeached.
So far as e cun judge from this compon: -
tion of the court, Bazaine has not Leen tried
by his equnis, or by men whose responsi-
bility in the faco of the world was sufficient
for the occasion. Ifan exception be claim
ed in favour of the Duo d'Aumale, his {air-
ness and ability may be conceded withous
affecting the viewswe taks of his sufficionay
in » military point of view.

Again, we are impressed by the fact that
Bazaine alono amoang the genorals of Franco
who equally failed of success ‘n thelate war,
has peen impeached, and that 1t was pro-
cisely his impeachment and conviction that
were nlone needful to vindicato the aotion
of Gambetta as delegated Minister of War
under the Govornment of Defeuco The
inquiry this reflection suggestsis onothat
the future historian will pursus with the
most jealous cAre. Trochu capitulated at
Paris, and surrendered a much larger forco
shan Baziine ever commanded, and for
awhile there was » how! of execration hearnd
against him. Ilow is it that this cry has
died out, and tho cry against Bazaine increas-
ed in intensity? A cowmplets answer to
this question would lead us over much
historical ground, aad suggest a large
amount of military critictsm ; but withoat
summoning up tho details, one impressive
considerntion proscnts itself. The convio-
tioa of Trochu, either for ineapacity or
treason, wovld not have served to yindi.
cato the policy of Gambetta, as the relioying
armics nall round were defeated before Paris
surrcndered. Butthe convistion of Bazsine,on
the other hand, exactly serves this pur-
poso, Ifho was a traitor, and purpossly los
1cose tho army of Princo Frederick Charles
against the Army of the Loirein the very
crisis of its fate, and when the Kivgand
his wholo stu(f were ready 1o retrestats
moment’s notice from the walls of Paris,
then obviously there i3 no need to seak

® ¢ President M, le Duc J'Almale,
de divislon, ayant commande on g¢hefl
I'enpomli.”
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