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35 to 40 strong bouter than nonte nt ail. If
they do nlot they may ns woll disband a
largo proportion of tho force. At all ovents
I do nlot tbrnk you woold find its statu iu-
proyed wore every capttan vrho cantnot keop
up bis full strengtIî to resign. lui many
cases tiNîure the present captains cannot do
it, lam quito sure thieir lieutenants yvould
command a still lesa mecasuruo f auccoas,
and huiveyor muchi thoso tîlto nosv desire to
ciast on tho shouldurs of te officôro, iuse
patience, labour and sacrifices havo made
the force oven tvhat it is, iiiay igiiure tho
fact, the supply of inflatt.il t.îîtlaimen

tien tu 1Tvhuh a vuluniteçr olti.tUr M&48. sai
mit, is nlot se large in al[ parts of tho count
try an gentlemen dLt lioadttuî tut a aIpOa i to
imagine. Their tLieurizing la .ill yery vroll,
but there are bard facts conncayd it.ý te
service nt large of which, they .îppear te flfte
but an irnperfectknoîvledge.

I amn, liowev'cr, warned that I arn li exces
of due limita, I will therefore only e press a
hope that ivhon you noxt do nie te favour
teoen your columns to nàe, it muy not Lo
on a subject on whîch I may boppen t, dif-
for a little with your opinions.

I amn, dear Sir, &c.,
_________ G. W.

2'o tie Eiiior of TnE VOLVSNTELEr Rviw.

SmR -Your corre.qpondenit 'IL. O." in a
lengtby communication replies te My at
letter andi furnishies therowith a list of
twenty t.wo battalions of which, 17 show that
frein one to five conipanies have disap
poared from the roll of the Volunteer force,
of the other fivo nothing appoars on the faee
of the eturns te say whother they have al
been extinguished or yot flourish on the
fraudulent liste ivhich your correspon-
dent insinuates are cool-'i' at headquarters.
Hlowever the numbers as showa by "L. C."
aro 2,'068 mnch, comprising 32 comparâies,
but ho doee lt say whetber thue avhole have
ef t since the M.iitia Bill cime into opera-

tien or whether it wias actually the eattsùof
those couapanies disbanding. lieý1 tlien pro-.
ceeda te instance a bitttalion, which lie al-
loges bas benr Ilroperted by the -iecognizea
as having 497 men ini its ranks. That bat-
talion had when its service relis wero sent
in, in January last, somewhere about 320,
eut cf that number 91 mon àll told enlisted
for three years under the provisions -of tho
New 13111, the remainder simpiy euliatcd to
complote their torm. aud tlrôir time ûIl. ex-
pires ' bis yoar." .*; ''t- 1

Now IlL. C." culte in <piejstien the Vero-
cîty cf tho Dist'-i -t Staff Offioere and tbe
henesty cf those *who cool. the' returris e.
headiquarters, but it is very strange that the
battalion cited as an e.xiuple hadc xko officex,
independent enough te, denounco the fraud
wibich ho alleges lia beeu, parpetrated on
the ceuntry, if that coutl bo traeed ho-
yond the battalion.

1 have ne îvish te callinl question Il .
C's."1 veracity and f airly wiarned. hini thri

tIsere woro two horne te the dilemmal TEIE DOMINION RIFLE ASSOCIATION.
wihici lie was pîacing binasoîf, on eithor cf
which impaloment was certain. 1 To theî Editor of the VoL~in-=za svisw.

The fact tliat no &malt v6 proportion cf thp ..ai:-In your number oryea terday 'Mark&.
battslioa enîisted for tlireo yoars cati be a:. .n calls attention te the great wasto of
plained easily without l'aying the blamo .. publie mioney which tooik place at Laprairie
tho. .. iiitta Bill. Iree yonrs full service' lt tho Dominion cf Canada Rifle Association
ought te exempt any mani aven ant oflicor Meeting last year. Truc, theo was great
trai further service, an~d thoe who wlsh te, %,aaste, and werse management, but as it il
keep a battalion tegethor wiIl try to, do no net ploasant te rake up oîd troubles it àu
witheut compeiling mon te aorvo âgainst botter te think of improvomonts for the
their inclinations. future. The Dominion cf Canada Rifle As

In reply te is question as te the differ- sociation wvas formed at a tirnte et jiolitical
once botween the number of maen in thte oxcîtement and the members ef iLs courici
batteries cf theBrigadeof Artilory noticed in wereall politiuLins, not rffjlîein. . Few cf the
iny letter as encampad for thoir annual drill mumbers of its firat councîl knew the differ
'aîd those on tho nominal roll, did iL nover1 once betweon a rifle and a shot gun, and as
occur te 'IL. C." thiat it. was la thé blisiest te managing a match tlsey woe ns mush

4eason cf the harvest, near its close, that~ abroad as a soa captan would ho driving a
the wrise stop tvas taken te eall theso mon pîougb. They probably cnjoyed wearing
eut- ho ouglit tu, show smre surprise that buge rosettes with 11Counicil" painted en
the muster ivas so geod ont suob a trne. them and irnagined themsolves cf more jas

IL is. evident tint IlL. C." finda fansit with portainco la uniforin than in plain clothes.
the Militia BillI "becauso it was framed by1 The meeting at Laprairie was sirnply afarce.
Sir G. B. Cartier alone, a mani posssessîng This year's meeting at Toranto walm practi
ne nuhlitary knowlodge himmsoîf." IL may cally a second edition cf tho Ontario Rifle
very fairly ho asked how dooes IlL. C." know Associa tion matches. For the reasen thfit
tint? Is iý thorough knowiedge cf military the prize Iist was cf such a wretched natusre
organization cônfined te peoplo traingd te, that ne o from a distance had amy induce
tho practice ofarmes atone? The history of~ mont te attend iL. It la simply a huge
the ivorld shows suchbnot te ho the cae, and swindle te grant monoy te tIhe Dominion

wit aI du deereco e ". C." ottrof Canada Rifle Association al. ahl. Its
jtsdgernout, 'it la fuil cf instances cf vory suo matchesnare supposedl týoho for al thse Do
cessful commandera be.ng very indifferent minion; how many Lower Province mon
organire)rs, neither cant ho tell whom Sir G. went te Toronto? Colonel Creighton of
E. Cartier consulted or Nyhom hoe did net; Halifax was tise solo representative from
and I believie tie preseut Militia Bill in more the Mn ritime Provinces. The programme
in aceerdance wiitli the wants and wishes cf was sucli titat it was perfect cortainty that
the country than any yet offered. ne nan frem any distance could hope te pay

ibat iL is net perfect lms quite as willing bis exp enses unless, te, quote Stewart Pin
te allow as 'IlL. C,"1 ia te find. fault withitX, loy cf the English Eight, Ilho sien like anl
but the wants cf the country and people angel and lad thse luck cf the devil." The
ýnust ho considered in preference te, the writerwell rememibera tIse eveninghbefor'the
theories or Wi.shos cf any cluse cf mon. matches teck place, calculating for Colonel

A great drawback on the efflcienoy cf the Creightons amusement liow muaIs either of
Voiteer forae w-as thse, mali inducementa us eught te win, and teîiing the galiat
held eut te the mon for devoting their turne Colonel tînt vie shouîd have te excel Our.
te tIse publie service. , L. 0." deprecatea selvea te win $40 a pioce. As luck would
the idéa that the stoppqge cf $1.60 por have it one of us -was ratier more luch-.
man hld anything te do with the dissatis- But te showv yeu the estimation in which the
faction alieged toe:ist gnd yet imfruediately programme was held in Montrerl I may
after ho shows plainiy iant iL ia à wroilg but mention tihe faut that lind iL net boa
places itat once to the account of the wrong that, the Montreal Club hall been a good
mian. denti chaffed at being beaten in their sitüul

It seemit teome that this subject bau been taneous matches with the Hamilton Club
rather wern tbreadbare andi tînt ur valu Jand muai annoyed nit the 'Impertinent re
able space lias been occupied by ý. aeries of marks of Mr. Ruse -11 in the Reviewv, nones of
articles net at ail calculateid ro give outisi- us weuld have-'.I ônded the meeting. lYs
ders a higli idea of the Canadian militugry siffiply went . v in the Affiliated Assoca-
service, Lie ,honor of iLs offleers or tie mer- tien Match and cared for ne aLlier.

sslitY an vo9g nàngst tbem; for I The large grant given by Goveriment
bolife the Staff Officers elther at district or woud hoe fair botter employed were itdi
hua4quartors, are gentlemen and soldiors, videdi among thse four Provincial Associx
if orror exista iL must ho sought out noarartin. tisetIePoncaAsoaio
ho4ie tes thoso nsaling wile rand umfeunded wiens.ut loo fo thPovinciasociant in
charges, wbvich, I for oeamou serry te eau as melokfrtencuamnti
about, te becemo a regular epidemie, shooting. WhaL we want a te interest ail
amengst your correspondents. the Young mon o! tie country ia Lhe useo!

I amn, Sir, Ithe rifle; 1 am sureUi la a more profitable
Your obd' t-. servant. msmn o ongmn'esott&

Ottawan, SUsI Noy., 1869. f. 0. ansnetfrayugnn esotta
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