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offense of being in communication with the enemy. The
charge rould not well be preferred at a more dangerous time,
Only a few weeks had elapsed since the execution of Major
Audre, and the indiguation of the British, exasperated almost
to madness by the event, had nat yet cooled down.  “I'here
was, however, no direct proof against the Highlander. e
had been secn in the gray of the twilight stealing out from a
clump ofunderwood that bordered on one of the huge forests
which at that period covered by much the greater part of the
United Provinces, and which, in the immediate ncighbor-
hood of the Briush, swarmed with the troops of Washington,
All the rest was mere inference and conjecture.  “I'he poor
man’s defense was summed up in a few words. He had
stqlcn away from his fellows, he said, to spend an hour in
private prayer.

** Have you been in the habit of spending hours in private
prayer 2" sternly asked the oflicer, himself a Scotchman and
a Presbyterian,

The Highlander replied m the affirmative,

* Then,” said the other, drawing out lus watch, * never
in all your life had you more need of prayer than now;
kneel down, sir, and pray aloud, that we may all hear you."

The Highlander, in the expectation of instant death,
knelt down. His prayer was that of one long acquainted
with the appropriatc language in which the Christian
addresses tis God. It breathed of imminent peni, and
carnestly implored the Divine interposition in the threatened
danger,~the help of Him who, in times of extremity, is
strong to deliver. It exhibited, n short, a man who,
thoroughly conversant with the scheme of redemption, and
fully impressed with the necessity of a personal intetest in
the advantages which it sccures, had made the business of
salvation the work of many a solitary hour, and had, in
consequence, acquired much fluency in expressing all his
various wans as they occurred, and his thoughts and wishes
as they arose.

* You may go, sir,” said the officer, as he concluded,
“you have, I dare say, not been in correspondence with the
enemy to-night.”

“ s statement,” ke continued, addressing himself to
the others ofticers, ** is, I doubt not, perfectly correct.  No
one could bave prayed so without a long apprenticeship 3
fellows who have never attended dnll always get on ill at
review."

THE BIBLE CLASS.

THE LIVING HOPE.
(For Nov. 14th.—Selections from 1 Peter, Chapter 1.
NY THILIE A, NORDELL, b.D,?

Ot the life and labors of Poter little is known with certainty
after his miraculons release from Horod's prison. That he
absented himselt from Jerosalem for a timo is certain, but as the
death of Herod occarred soon afier, and the peraccation instigated
by bim naturally ceased, we might beliovo that Peter was soon
found at the head of the Jerusalem church, but for the fact that
when tho council was held thore some years later, though Peter
was present, yet James appears at the heud of the church. This
Augxests & prolonged absence, which is nlso confirmed by the fact
that Peter's Epieile is addressed to the * Diapersion ' in the
varions provinces of Asia Minor, implyiog extoosive labora in thag
region. That he eventuslly sulfered martyrdom in Rome, shortly
after the death of Paul, is reported by fairly trastworthy traditions,
but of & twenty-five yeara'a bishopric there, avd a transmission of
bia apostolic anthority and primaoy to the later bishops and popes
of Rome thete is noy a shadow of evidence. In fact, whatever
hinte can bs gathered from tho Now Testament in respect to his
later life and labors are distinctly againas this theory, go ploasing

bierarchical pride and essentisl to ecclesiastical pretentione.
PRTFR'S FIRNT CUISTLE,

Ol the genuinencss of thia Epistle thero can by no reasonable
doubt. It is marked by P’ater's eanguine and irapulsive tempera-
ment, chastened asd refined by mauy years of severe discipline.
The persecations alluded to in the Kpistle, and for which he
strengthened his readers, ware not systematic, as whon Christianity,
io the reign of Trajan came ander tho ban of the empire, but scem to
have consisted of such outbreaks of hatred and calumny as might
bave been expeoted in the distant provinces afier the Neronian
persccationin A.D., 63. Tbo fact that the Epistle isaddreesed, in
pars as least, to charches in Asis Minor which Paul had founded,
and tha farther *fact that it bstrays an intimate knowledgo of

*An Exposition of Leston 46 in The Bidle Study Unson Sunday
School Lessons on ** The Three Groas Aposiles, ?

Panl’s Epistlos ta the Romave and to the Ephesians, the latter of
which oorisinly was a ciroular lotter koown to maoy of these
churche3, havo lol some to intor that it way written for the
purpoeo of showing that he aud 'aul proached tho samo truths
with a elightly varying emphasie,

THUR CHRISTIAN'S LIVING 1OPR.

‘Lhe primary objeos of the lipistle, however, was to comfors
und strongthon beliovers in view ol the misrepresentations to
which thoy wero exprsed, and * tho flery trial " whioch was
impinding. Aund here it will bo noticad that ['cter’s carly
oharaeter comes plainly to the front, Just as when he asked the
Muater, ** What then shall we have?"” ns u reward for following
Him, so ny»w hio is looking toward tho future, but from a higher
and more spiritasl plane. A9 faith gives she key.note of the
Paulino lipistios, so hero /iope is pocgented as tho contral thooghs.
The Christian’a hopo of & heavenly inheritance is the basis of
Pater's exhortations to stoadlustness and holy living,

Very sigoificant ia the term by which the Apostle desoribes the
naturg of the believer's hope. In coatrast with tho world’s dead
hopu it ie ' having,' it hag the patency of life. Unbelievers may
cherish & vaguo anticipation of u blessad fature, but it i merely
ag an cgcapd from tho deetded panalties and pains of ein. It
leads to no reformation of life, produces no hatred of ein, no love
of God, no anticipation of heaven 48 & holy plice where fellowsbip
with Chriet is tho chief joy. 1llenoe it is a hope that is destined to
perieh and to end in dieappointmens, The Chrietian's hope is in
evory respect tho roverae of this. It is fixed on a hesvenly inheri-
tanoce to which tho beliover is born, to which he has & right as »
child of (iad, and which is keps in store where moth and rust do
not cerrupt, and where thievcs do not break through aund steal.
Not only is the believer ussured that his inheritunce is sufe
boyond ull peradventure, but hs himsell is * gusrded " by the
sams divine power that watches over his etornsl intereste.
Farther on (v. 13) this heavenly inheritanoe is desigosted by the
romarkablo term *¢ grace,” & word which is commonly applied to
the blessings which the believer experionces in thia lifo, while
st glory ” designates the fuller and iaconceivable blessinge of the
fatare. Peter, on the contrary, embraces the latter also nnder
the former term, thereby reminding his readera that ealvation in
its largest senso i all due to the pratnitous, undeserved fuvor of
God. And yes in a 8onse this salvation is * the end of your faith,”
in Jesns Christ ** whom not having scen yo love.,” Peter had seen
Him, associated with Him, known Him intimately, and as a con-
sequence loved Him dovotedly. But the joy and rics-ess of the
spiritual life and the certainty of the * Jiving hope ** do not depend
on such fellowship with the vigible Christ, but on the participation
in Hie redemptive work, T'his work is the contral faoct of the
universe, heralded by prophets, proolaimed by evangelists whom
tho holy Ghost bad inspired, aund eagerly contemplated by the
angelio hoat,

1HE CULTIVATION OF HOLINKSS,

Tho cherishing of shis hope ia by no meane desigoed to end in
dresmy rapture, ecstatio contemplation of fature glory to the
neglect of present duty. Its oporation instead ought to be
intcnsely practical. Former evil habits must be overcome ; the
new life muss be fashioned into likenoss to the pure and holy life
of Christ by whoso blood the believer has been redeemed. This is
to be done through obedience. Christiane are * children of
obedience,” that is, thoso in whom obedience is the leading
characteristio, who shapo their deeirca actions affections, in sub-
mission to the divine will. This is the more nccessary since their
lives will presently pssa ander tho scratiny of the Fathor, who is
also the final Judge. To those whote hopo of beaven leuds them
to cultivato boliness in life such ecrutiny will be eagorly awaited,
“geeing yo bave purified your souls in obedience to the trath.”
This inward purity brings about another rosult, love for thoeo
who are pure. llence brotherly love, sincere and fervent should
also be ono of tho immediate fraits in thrao whd aro ** hegotten
agan, through the word of Gad,” to a living hope and a holy life.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

International S. S. Lesson.
Lissox VIL = Pave’s Ministry vy Rove —Nov, 14,
{Acts xxvin. 17 31.)

Gotbes Text—* I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for
it is the power of t4)d unto aalvation to every oac that helioveth,* —
Rom i. 6.

TiMg asb Prack—=Probably A D, 61 63 Rame,

IanTrRobUCTios — Our last lesson clored with Paul's arrival in
Reme, » pnsoser under guard.  Ho was not cas. into prison, big
was permitted 1o dwell by humaelf, with his soldier guard, who was




