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Interesting Letter oni Water Carriers in India.

I send yeu ibis wcek two pictures ai aur Indian
wvatcr carriers; tiîey are different as you sec in almiost

cverytliing excepi ticir occupation, the reasan ai tue
différence wiil be apparent Inter an 'viien 1 have taid
Yau wlio they are and for wihami tliy labor.

India is a land ai alinosi cantinual lieat ; the sunt
beats down withî sucli farce that an 1Englisiia: nt
least cannai go out at any timie ini the )-ear beiwecn
nine in tbe marning and four in tbc aiternoon witboui
some kind ai protction for bis licad iii the shape ai a
sciar biat. AddcdI ta tlîis tiîerc is for ciglit niantiîs af
the )-car a higli temiperature ranging about tue nineties
and iiundrcdIs. WVitlî suchli ent India niiglt wvell be
calied tic thirsiy land and sucli it is. In thc bazaars,
on tic rondsidcs, in tue railway stations, and ai tlîe
great rcligion% fairs the cry is Ilpani. pani - (water,
water). liesides this India is iargeiy dependent for lier
weaitli and maiintenance an the roduce ai lier fields.
To cultivate tbese or at least nai.ýy cf ilieru irrigation
is ncessar» For lier fields and lier miany millions of
pcoplc Iridia nccds much tvater, the supply ai wvhiciî is
no snîa!l probleni. In zonie parts ai India tbis watcr
suppiy is drawn cntireiy frani wclls, in cibers frani the
rivers and surcanis. The men -.vit draw and carrv ulîis
water arc calicd in India * "hhistis' -r iwatcr.carricrs.
Tiese w.vatcr carriers do niat cf course %vnucr the fields;
ibis wark is donc in îîîany differcnt wçays in vaioîs
parts ci Ifidin. Te describe ail ihese wouldl rcquirc a
long stor in utsd1 sa I wvill rcscrec ibis for sanie athuer
lime; sullice te sny uhit in ciii part ai 7-idia tic %vater
is drawn fromn tclls, and dclivered in bi; lcatiiema bags,
carricdl by huliecks.

The blîisti is the man .vit supplies aur haeuses,
sta'bles and gardens with tiir daily quota oi %vater.
s'eu 'ii) se frein tic pictures that the systemi is quite
difiercnt with the two mien. The man witlî the Ibnllockh
is tic onle witli whlon wc are best acquainted as lie is
tlîe %%ater-carrier in gcera use amiong tlic Sahîib lag or
E nglish people. lic is îisuz1ly a Maliammedan.

Mohiamniedan prcbably bccause of tlic gcneral dis-
inclination Ilindus have te carrying or liantiling any-
thing miade of Icather of wvhichias youicançe, thisir'an's
implenients arc composed. 'Most of thcm have a bl)
lock or bail as it is cailed ini the Ilindu colioquial; over
ti i re placed twe leathern bangs. anc en either side
wiulî a hale ai the top, by wvhichi ta fil] thîcrn, and a
smaicr oen a the Ibottoni kcpi iastened by means of a
leatiier strini, (roni 'vhich thc wvater is drawu. 0Oçcr
lus 1bacl Toeu wiii sec lie lins anotther bag tnade of tlîc
whicle ofia. goât or Sheecp siin',wliicl lias but onc pe-ing likr-.isc tied biv a string, tii is Lstecd ove; bis
..linuIdelr hy mrans oia stnut leattier sirili Iiis c'nly
oihlwr ;mp!emcnt is a snîali leatiier pail botthe size oi
a ~v nnasdincr pail nthiîaî: witluîliis lit draws
up flicwatcr (ran tlue tvcli or ciips il (rani th pond or
streani. 1llaving fill lic h two l'ig bir% on tic bullocks
back as weli as the sinalier one lie lainiseli carries lie

i;tarts off on bis rounds ta suppiy bis custoniers. As a
rule the Mhisti is cmiploycd like any other servant at a
lixed salary v'arying at front two ta three dollars a
mentit according ta the customn af the district; of course
a poor mîan will pay less, pcrhaps nlot more than twenty
ta thirty cents a Kionth as bis ncds arc smiallcr and lie
belongs ta a ciass that pays lcss for cvcrything. This
is ane ai the strange things about Indian fle and trade
that yen have ta pay twvice as inucb again, or twvice as
nîuch as ailier people, according ta tie ciass ai society
ta whichi yau belong :-irst second or third; sa that ini
cvery bazaar in India you are knowvn and cstecmed by
the sumi you arc wiiliîîg ta give for wliat you buy. rite
wvater-carrier bias a busy timie ai it cspecially in the hot
scason %vlicn more water is necded for ail purpases, be-
sides a large supply for the extra work ai tie liti.
This latter is a faise door inade ai grass and fitîed into
tbc door irane ; it is used only during tlîe day and ini
the bat season, wlhen it is kept continually wet wvith
'vater; tîxe liat wind passing tbrougli this becanies cool
and the temperature ai tic lieuse is thus kzept bearable.
As yau can weil undersiand tue metiiod ai %vater supply
by icans ai leatlier bigs and especiaily ini a bat coun-
try is by no menus perfect : tlie bags are not aiten
cleaned andà cspcciaiiy wvlien yau knaw tlîat the bhisf i is
flot always very particular about wh1etlîer lie puts clean
ar diriy %vater it lus bags it requires na very strang
igtii century imiagination ta conjure up visions ai
microbes; ai ten in fact, «witliout thecnid ofa microscope,
ane rait disccrn a varied tribe ai aniniaiculke in tlie
,.vzt..g lie is affered ta drink.

1 bave told yaon nothing as yet about the other pic.
turc. Thîis unan is a Hlindu nnd instead ai carrying lus
%rater in Icaîlier bags lic uses carthen, brass, or copper
pots. Tiiese are suspended anc from citiier end af a
long paie, siung accross bis slîoulders, mucliin thesamc
wvay as milk used ta bc carricd round in seine parts ai
Europe. Tlîe polc is usually muade ai a split bamboo
and bias thlîcfore: a good deal ai spring in it ; flie pots
aire suspcnded by nmeans ai ropes, or as in the case ai
thc nian iii the picture, by lengtlis oficane. In thisway
the water is nlot can tain atcd by toucîi ng leatlier, wv1icb
ta the 11lindu and especially thc 13ralimin w'ould malizc
it too impure ta <lrink. At tic railway stations wlîere
tlîc continuai cry ai the mîany passengers is 14 atcr,

wtr it is ncess.-ry ta emplay a J3ralimin wvatcr-
Carrier sa tliat aIl castes many have tieir prejudiccs
regardeui, for thatîgl ail nien mny drink, front thchands

a Bralînîin flanc except ane cf lus own caste may give
_______________________ iim ta drink.

?Many amusing

dscribed in wliicli
ch watcr.nian ig.
trsas duiel actor,

'Seilyin lus
- l ttepste saiisiyj ~ r~ .- 1 te tlirsy ocs an

.1 loy;n racis aiyju
'i ~ ~ ey no onenraiwayour

more importance,
- fnooanc rccavcs

mocre adulationkI I freli tliepasegrs
thafi the humble
'vatcr.nuan; il is
"be l:ua:araj! lic
mnharé?j !" or some
sucli titie ai boitor
Ùuuaily rcsesvd for
he great of the
cartia. And aiter
ail is it flot %oe?

hIILIN 'AD17.~aîR lJît 'veuld WCe do
w'itlîout the %%aie:-

ru1.n -tntltvlio, cspeciaiîy in tic liot wvcaticr, is cf mare
importance? In the Oricentai mind -nt lcasi fcw pictuîres
aie more intcnsely vivid thian Ilcold 'Waters ta tic
îhirsty sou)."
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