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CONCERN/NG THE HYMNAL.
1WY Il. PPItCt BLIANCHARTl) IIP)CC.1.

Tlîc articles latcly appearifig fi vaur valucd papcr
rcgarding thc 1lininai rcvisian, haive justiy excited
widesprcad attention. 'l'le controvcrsy appears ta bu
over the retention or addition of certain hynns-thc
cligibity of certain lîymns, owing to their decidcdly sub-
jective or emlotional character.

Somle blynins ire more in favor thanl others. Pcrhaps,
froni our presciit iyminalii mght be chosen Il Nearer
My. Gou fo 1lc, 741 ; . 'lýcad Kindly Iýigt,*' 200;

"Jnwvard Christian Soldiers," 223 ; IThe Sands ai
fac"28,, andîl ~'jestis Lover of My Soul," 1 -9 ; This

;nuch iromi the i lysmai. Now lromi the morc popular
imelodies froîin other sources, others miglit be chosen
wlîich %%iIi suggcst ilhetn!elvcs at once to anyonc
acqti.titnted wîitl hyuxîaîs.

l'hure mutst be sonie osic or more rCasons wvhy these
hiymus po.scss such ail extcnded attraction. Thcy arc
flot stlijctiV-c, sior agai are thcy ail objective, yet they
arc universal favorites. Nobody bias beail iconociastic
caîoughl ta attack the %words Of NO. 174. It sceins Part
of ane's religion, and sacriicge even ta criticisc it.
Truc it is full of repetition and wlvhcn smag, evcn more so
than whleaî writtcn. As to NO. 200, the tvords arc within
the suburbs of nonsense, tlîat is to any but a lcarnied
nian. NO. 223, and others in the saine strain, taken
liter.ily have niateri.%lIy assiste(I in producing the out-
ivard %tyle af the Salvation Army. No. :iS ks sa ful of
niet;uphor Ilhat it requires nmare than at first glance ta
pass tic beauties of expression and reach soine of the
evecn more beautifuil thoughits. In No. î29, the iongingS
of the trusting hcart are clothcd ini simpler raiment,

It ks truc thiat tiiese hymns arc beautiful, but flot
cvervoile wvili admit that they, as coilipared wvith others
more obscure, arc surpassingiy so. Froni a litcrary
staaidpoint tiîougli, il is doubtfui if ancy commlonl factor
cxmsts ta wvlîicl crin be ;ascribied thieir universai favor.
The lecnglectcd elcnient ks the tuile. Fiftcen years fil
chairs, wvhîthcr as a humble singer or as leader, lias
unfartuniateiy left the impression on, mi> mmnd, tlîat tic
lune fiot the words is king.

Excelsior, L-ux Benigna or Sandon ; St. Gertruîde,
Rutîiord anid liliugside, are ail iilîer~a eso

mnUsic Tlîey Ilave fcw ,equals aîîd no superiors. To
Mason, Dvkes, Sullivan, is due their popularity. Fix
tliese lhvinîas ta illipopillar tunies, and rlîey wvauld be last

lamlong tic ?zxcellcncies of the niany others of their
fcilows. Again, it cra ie ce stirriuig melady, ccrtainly
flot the words whicli gave ta I Hoid The Fart," its day
0"a poPtlaritY -1111ui1 a large class ; so taa " The Swcet

Bye.aad-y Il "Shaih WV Gather," and may otiiers.
1'hix inay be a ncw wvay of exaniining a hynin ; the

lîarniony rather than words. But that this is tic truc
and actual %VY aithaugli ii tlîeory the ivrang ivay, a1
littie practicai observation wvill prave. lIn other waords,
wiiilc a critical cangregatian (or possibiy wvitli mare
truth a chair) wvill be satisfied ta sing an>y obscure or
involvel hymin ta attuactive harmony ; their haiste %'ill
rebel agaiaist even the cliaiccst litcrary expressian ta
second raIle or ugly niusic. Of course, fortunatcly, bath

irst-ciass 'yards and tunles arc abtainabie.
Thicre arc ici aur present llymaîlal abaut scvcnty-fivc

different nietres, of these long, short, and caaumon, 7, 6,s
and ,7 s and tlieur doubles predorniaiate.

a -the pastor the pre.,st arrangement ai hymns
atccart.-cg ta thuir subject is a convenience; though
almfOst the Saine resuit cauid be liad from a subjcct

011 tic other hand, immcidi.itelv it is admittcd that
tic tuie may bc al, iucli au1 abject of search as the
ivOrds, it beconics desirable ta so arrange the boak, as
thit gîven a certainî hymn ; mnusic ai the character
suitcd ta thiose intcrested is subject ta sonie range af
cliaice.

13 puittitig ail lhyrns oau the sarce mectre tagether,
anid correspoaidiaîgly tic music of eaçh mçtrç by itself

above, and cutting the Icaves betwccn, cnllargcd
frccdoni is obtaincd, thoughi passibiy at the expense of
individuality ; yct tlîis latter ta, fil exteut could bc
prescrved by indicating aver cacli hyiini tilt nimber
or nanie of the tuie suggestccl.

Another conclusion is, tlîat witli ail the labor ai tlîe
lymnnal Committcc iii ge.tting togetlier ai superb cal-

1-ctian ai hymiis antr equai labour in importanice
remains, namcely, ta get an equally ruagnificent co>llec-
tian ai tunes. Tastes differ. \Vhy sanie prefer IlLydia,"
ta Spolir," "Tell nie ticOIc 041(1 Story," ta '-Vox
Delecti" IlIlSwcet liour of Prayer," or Il Woodland!."
ta 'VVarmsl," or Il Inmercessiaaî " or Garratt's «"Oaward
Christian Soldiers"I is flot openi for dis1,ute. The fact.
reniains. Out ai thausands ai hlins tgîe Commfittee
lias seiectcd a linîitcd anmber ; out ai the teui or twcnty
verses ai sonie ai thase selected, they miglit mnake a1
second pruning ta reduce thieni to, say six single or louir
dauble stanzas, and so preserve unity af c rse as will
as unity ai lîymns ini the Clîurch throtighaut tic Empire.

This wvonld reduce tlîe proposed 1 lynînal b>' hall and
50 give that rnuchl mare roOm for munsic. Tien by
scoring out about hall ai the Gerianu trasli, even
tliaugl ta MI the spi-ce resource miust be liad ta such
piebian hiarmony as is iound in SaiIcY's 750 ; for
instance, lîymn 635, IlRefuge; " or hlniaus 594, 588, 584,
57i, 572, added choice and utility niight resuit.

These arc mereiy rasidoni selections froni a snîiail
portion ai tie book. And abave ail, leave the aid tunies
in tlîeir papular binding ; the rigidity ai Uic interniini-
able lialf note, kilîs the meiady. TFli latter quality
mneiody, flot harmauîy is wliat attracts the yotung-at the
sanle timie ani cxccss of Ilswing"I detracts frani the
Solemnlity.

The work oi sciecting mnusic is undoubtcdly a big
task ; and if Mvien the cammrittce is about it, tiîey
couid iay aside in a convenient spot, ai the many tunes
under tlîeir considcratioaî, a lew, that wvhile goad in
atiier respects, are a lottie tao 1011g or campiicated far
congregational use ; sanie energctic publisher migIlt
sec bis wvay cicar ta print as antheins Wvhat wauld be
neither trash nar sacred dance music of, the ane hand,
nar the cxtreincly difficult or very long music, ai the
style of Mazart or Handei.

This %vauld give as collateral ta the Hlynitnal sartie-
thiaig iii tic nature ofi an luthorizeci auithemi book, the
popularitv ai wliici, if rcflectifig tlîe lasusal ability ai the
cammiittec, %vould be undoubted.

Thie Sabbati camnes ta US 'veek aiterw~eek with sa
fair al gift in its Ilarid, sa gracious a mliie an its face, sa
Divine an cievation in its heart, tiîat it belioves US ta
inake sane prepartion for so, welconie a guest.

We da flot fail ta set aur lionses ini order, and
appoint aur tables fittingly wvheiî friends whani xve
deliglit ta lionor are cxpected wvithiin Our doars. Tliere
are days whicli we ail kep with ai, extraardinary
spIendor, anniversaries, gala days, fete days. This
scveaith day festival coules ta i- iran GodI 1-iniself, the
ever renewcd expression ai His gentie tliougit ai lis,
Mis childrcn. Can ive (Io othcrwise thian grect it wîth?
joy aaid receiye it with gratitude ?

To prep)are ariglît for tie Sabbatlî ive shonld lay aur
,vorldly cares aside. Even if the weck- lias beeii full of
disapaintients, eaîiharrassunents and perplexities, we
shall tic better gain streiieth to enter on another wvrestle
wviti sncbi cares and Solicitu(les, by brinigiug Sereniry
and patience to the Sabbath. Thîis l)l5ssed interlude is
limant as a truce ta the iveek-day strife and struggle.
Let us take the fuil benefit ai it, with tbaaîkfulness in
aur sauls. \Ve are in peril ai lasing, as a people, aur
seaise af obligation ho '-'0(1 ; aur cansciences are less
sensitive tlian farmneriy on niany points. WVc nced ta
be tancd up, and ta have courage anîd the faith ta hald
fast ta aur biesscd Sabbath day.

The n-an ic, bas neyer tried the companionslîip ai
a little child, lias careicssly i)assed by ozie ai tbe grcatest
pîcasures ai lufe, as anc p)asses a rare flaîver îvitliaut
plucking it or knowving uts value.
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