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tration of the cfficacy of the voluntary principle, and the power of Christian-
ity free Prom State control.

3 rd. In view of the history of the cjeeted ministers of 1662, it is abundantly
evident, that had their learning been less solid, and their theological attain-
ments of a lower order, great as was their dcvotcdncss, their influence ovcr a
large amount of inid could neither have reached so deep nor extended so far
as it had done under His blcssing who led Paul to charge Tinmothy to Ilgive,
attendance to readin-," to "ln cglcct not the gift" that was in hlm, and to

"takze heed unto the doctrine."
It hast often been said that the first preachers of the Gospel werc uneda-

cated peope-a few humble fishermen ; but the f'act lias oftca been strangely
overlooked, that-first cailed to the sehool of Christ as disciples-lt was by a
course of years of instruction that they were educated up to their high office by
Mia la whom are hid ail the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

1v is also worthy of remark, that Paul, the Apostie who had not similar
preliminary advantages, was a mani ebosen from aniong" the educated in bis
day ; and tint soon aPter bis conversion, hie was led by the providence of God
to, the sn1itiidp-z of Ara iA 1,--d was " -ct hr- ao acoSieraibleý Ltu doubt-
less receiving Prom the Great Teacher additional instruction and spiritual
trainingl before fully entering on bis officiai carcer.

It was miainly owing, under God, to the desire to cet instruction for the
clercy, tint inteilectual liglit was kept alive through the middle ages. The
great Reformers, Luther, Melanethon, Zuingius and others, laboured for the
advancement of learning; anion the preachers : and there are special characte-
risties of the age ia which wc live that should be rccogaized as some of the
powcrful inducemients to cherish and seek to promote in our respective loeal-
tics, a higlih sense of the importance oP a well cducated ministry.

It is earncstly to be desired, that the Congregational College of British
North America may receive a gyrowing support Promn ail our ehurches.

Fiaby, whilst piaced under vcry different circumstances from those oP the
2000 of 1662, the fldelity tbey exercised, the spirit thcy cherishcd, let them,
be ours. Let that great prineipie of fideiity to conscience and to God, which,
bas donc so mucli towards the achievement of the present amount of civil and
religious liberty in Bngiand and other parts of ehristendom, and wbich is a
halo of glory around the names of its devoted adberents, be more than ever a
vital and all-anirnating principie in our souls, and let us do what, wc can
towards its more rapid growth in the mental and moral soit of Canada.

And whilst wc join the many tbousands in [srael wbo are deligbhting, in the
course of this commeinorative year, to do bonor to the memory of those devotcd
mcn of 1662, let us be far away Prom resemblance to the peopie who garnishied
the toinbs of the Prophets, but partook not of their spirit. Let us be Ilfol-
lowers of them who througb Paltb and patience inherit tic promises ;" and,
witb humble reliance on Almighty grace, niay we be enablcd to, serve our
generation according to tbc will of God.

COLLECTION F0OR WIDOWS' AND ORPIIANS' FUNU.
At hemetig P heCogrgational Union rccntly held, it was rcsolved

to recommend the Churches to, make a collection in aid of the Widows' and
Orphans' Fuad on the flrst Sabbatli in August.


