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natably during the flrst siege of Joruealem. IlI have
sinned-done wickedly," Trta penitenoe wilI aoknowiedge
and take the blame of sin. Wliere penitence is not, the
sinner will try ta throw the blarne on others, as Adamn and
Eve, Il Wliat have tliey dono ?" 1ueli evil, but the magni-tude of his own sin hid theirs fron bis viow; Il against
me :" feeling that lie was the sinner lie would receive the
prînielimant.

Vars. 18, 19. " Gad came. " It waslioewho brougit thie mes.
saga of pnnislimant ta David ; nioi lie brihgs ana of meroy.
lu the parallel accaunt, 1 Chron. 21 : 18, sve tînd that it
vas by command of the angel that Gad taok that message.
Gad was an aid iriend of Davili, liaving beu with lim in
thre cave of Adullani, 1 Sara. 22 : 5 ; but bis namne lias not
been in tha narrative since, until this pestilence. "DVid
vent Up"1 promptly and in deep liumility.

Ver. 20. IlAraunali-saw the king."I Araunali and bis
four sons liad also sean thre destroying angel, thre sans had
hid themselves in fear, but the father went forth ta meet
the king, Ilbowed himsclf " with truc oriental courtesy ;
bath were deeply intcrested in the fate o! the city, which as 1
Dean S/anley says (an tlic aid tradition of Araunah having
beau its kinrg befora the conquest by David) ; in differant
senses bclonged ta eacli.

Vers. 21,122, 23. Two grand, unsclfisli mon have imet,
at tis threshing floor. Araunali asks why David lias
corne ta him, and then David replies, "lta buy tic thrcsi-f
ing floor that the plagua may bie stayed. " Araunali at once
witi noble liberality says, Iltake-wiat seemeti good,"t
and not only dace ha aller tic place, but lie liastens ta add,
take also Iloxen for burat sacrifice-and instruments of
tic oxcu for çvood: " and, it lias came down to us, and will
go dowu ta tho ends of the world that lie did it "las a
king," wvith a kingly lieart and a kingly spirit ; the Iltiresh-
ing instruments* and instruments o! thre oxen " woe made
principally of wcad, aîthougli tic tecti or spikes o! the for-
mer would lie a! iran for thc purpase o! bruising the cars
o! corn,.

Ver. 24. The nobulity o! Arauinai is mateied by tic
usellislincss o! David, ticre vas aIl that lie needed, and

for notiing, but ; IlNay," said lie, I ili surely buy it o!
tirce," and lie adds as a reason a true principle Ilneitier
will I offer-of that whiie dotir cost me nothing." Sa tho
king baught tlircshing floor and oxen for"1 fi fty sliekels o!
gold," about twventy-five dollars, but in 1 Chron. 21 . 25,
we'are told tiat Da-vid gave 600 shekcels o! gold for thre
place, about S5, 250. We agrce witli thea explanation that
the writcr in Cironicces is giving information additional
ta that in aur portion, and that tire larger sum reprosents
a larger purcliase, that is the fifty shekels o! silver bouglit
tire threshing floor, a comparatively sinail space, and that
David Inter an, perliaps ir. thankful recognition o! the
staying of the plague on th3 spot, purcliascd tic wholc bli,
thc liomestead o! Araunah as the site o! tire templc.

Ver. 25 "lBuilt-an altar, as rapidly as possible, we are i
sure ;"I burnt afferings," expiatory ; II peace oiferings ;,"

thanksgiving for Divin-, mercies, and 50 Il the plague was
stayed."

HINTS TO TEAClIERS.

Tapical Analysis. (i) Tire pestilence 15 : 16.
(2) The repentant king, 17. (3) Thre merciful jeliovali, i S.
(4)j Thre accepted sacrifice-i 9: 25.

On the ,'irst tapic we must showv tirat sin neyer
goes unpunisiî d. XVe may not sec the punislicent,
but punislied it will lie, for tliereis a God that judgeth
righteously in the eartli. Then the innocent are o/tai
involvedlin thle pi4n;s/i menit that /a!ls upon thle gwf/lty. We
have dwelt upon this in the introduction, so we- need only
reflect that broken law is no respecter ai persans innocent
or guilty, it must take its course althougli, as we have said

the people were joined in the sin, yet amongst thein there
would be rnany innocent, children and othcrs, but they
woul(I suifer with the rest. Ilow terrible, therefore, the
responsibility of those who set in action a power which they
cannot stay, and which may involve many in conimon suifer-
ing.

On the second tapic show that the~ 7ay o/ perntence
is thle wuay of rnercy. David truly repented of his sin, not
siniply because of the pestilence, for before it was sent lie
canfessed: IlI have sinncd greatly," neither did lie seek ta
palliate his sin, or fix the guilt upon others. Nay, s0 far
did he go in that direction as ta be blind ta the share that
the people had in the sin, and ta exciaii Il these sheep, what
lhave tliey done?" HoIw different ta the ait repeated repen.
tences of Saul, wrung froin him by judgments, but which were
only like the marning cloud and the early dew.

On the third topic paint out how merciful and graciaus
aur Heavenly Father is, thaugi lie chastises lie will not
utterly destroy. For David lie provided a wzjz of accej5t-
ance. It was an the line of the dispensation in which David
lived, an altar on tlie tlireshing floor of Araunah and the
oifering up of tlie appointed sacrifices ; and for us there is a
way, the way of Salvation, by the cross of Jesus Christ, and
the penitent soul that seeks pardon and salvation in that
appointed way, shah flot miss it. Herein is lave, nat that
we laved Gad, but tliat lie loved us, and sent His; Son ta lie
the propitiation for aur sins.

On the /ozîrth tapic we may see liow obedience brings
blessing. God commanded, David liasted ta ohey, and in
obedience he found the pardon for whici lie so earnestly
sauglit. We must flot omit ta point out in this cannectian
the noble conduct of Araunali. le had the oppartunity in
the extretnity of the king ta drive a liard bargain, but lie was
above it. H-is lieart wvas nat iettered by shekels, and, as a
king, lie would give ta David freely ail that lie needed for
sacrifice-threshing floar, oxen, and instruments of wood, sa
ta-day lie stands out grandly on the sacred page a noble pat-
tern ta us of unselfisli liberality.

INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACI{INGS.
We are neyer safe fram teniptatians. \Vatcli and pray.

We may deceive others and ourselves as ta aur motive. We
cannot deceive God.

The spirit rf vain glariaus pride is hateful ta Gad, and
will lie punislied by Min.

The lieaviest chastisemnents for sin faîl upan the chuldren af
God.

One mark af true repentance is sincere confession.
There is a way of retura ta Gud, SO plain that nane can

mistake whloak for it.
The acceptable giver gives that which cast something,

the giving af whicli involves self-denial.
Before we speak God liears. lie is nierciful and, ready

ta forgive.
Main Lessan.-"l If we confess aur sins Hie is faithfui

and j ust ta fargive us aur sins." i John 1 9 ; 2 Chron.
7 :14; Psa. 32: 5; Pro. 28 :13; Isa. 55 :7; jer. î3:12,-
13; Luke 15: 21, 22.

L r..So0N 9.

CODDS WORKS AND WORD. {Ps. 19
1-r 4.

GOLDEN TEX-r.--" Thou hast magnified thy
word aboya ail thy namne."-Psa. 138. :2.

TiME.-Unknawn; we cannot gather froni the title or tlic
Psalm itself any indication ai thc time af its composition ;
saine have attributed it ta David's bright unclouded sliep.
lierd days, before Cour life had leIt its stain an lis beauti-
fuI nature ; there is litile doulit that it was wvritten befare
the great sin that brauglit sarrow ta lis soul and darkened
the latter part af lis life.
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