
TUE CANADIAN INDEPENI)ENT.

wvith ('od uipoti yoii, wli walking in aft",r-
vears will l>e struflg ini l)ri)1)(rtionl as~ voui arly
tind c-oriilpani< nsliip there. teiie«'tbr, h
w~ho nele~ to s0oV ini 4pring fails to reap
thoughi autiîmin he golden, file wlio îe'glect-.ù
the v'cars of voîîthiiuiiist not fafuit Provi lenrce
il ïîîanlîood finds woedts onlv to be tiprooteti
by bitter diiliîiifl andi carking care.

W~e do riot read of Eî%hsowing bis wil(I
oats. There were uuîh of thiose in the
tl*i)(lesines-s iiroiind ;ti- e (e is enonghi of min
and niisery liere, withotu y'our adding to its
vuîltnie of cisiflg. En-î date Enoch as one
Vilo, 1)y a life plufsing unto (bd, surved bis

da%,V andi geration, and wvas flot, fo)r (30(
took liiîî.

Wiis nit. So imust it be for youi, for ail.
Thle vouithful step is buit hastening on to thiat
slîadow wich enw~raps ail in its glooin. As
it fails on you, wvill it be " God took hiin," or
4Better for tlhat niait thiat lie hiad neyer been
'tor ? " Rerneinher, all faith is not to be
truiste(l. Ere Sieatoîî bîiit the Eddx'stone

lghthouse, ag-ainst which the fierce storîns of
a century hiave beat, sl)endingr thèir force in
vain, a '.%r. Wins.,taiilevN erected an iînposing
building on those rocks. -So secure was lie in
the work of his liauds, that lie exl)ressed a
wvish to be in the lhàhthouse during the wild-

e~st stori that coulil blow. His wvish was
gratitle(l. llie wirîd hîlew, the billows rose
ani when the darkness; had passed, building,
arclitect-ail liad hteen swcpt away ;not a
vestige rcmairied, or mark to tell a tale.
TIruist îîot a refugre of lie s, but by faith wvalk
with God. Thien, whien earth's record inay
rin -' Uc is îlot," yoîî shial live where glory
wvrites, H Ie is, for Gbod took hit."

A.ý IRIEF RESUME ()F TIuE LIFE OF
JES us.

Il-THE IRTHI ANI) YOVTII OF JESI7S.

wVralpo inii usewaddling bands,
Avd in Hie manger laid,

The hope and glory of ail lands
lei coue to tis world'ig aid:

No pesc.eful home- upon Hlie cradie smiied-
4iue.atts rudely caine and weut, whi're slept the royal

child."'

Howv une-onsciotis the world often is of its
,-reatest blessin,: No portends mark, the
Savioutr's advent, siicb as are fourni recorded
ini the legendarv record,; of the deini-,ods of
old-the guardian s.uake at the bcd of the

mîother of Alexander the Great, for instance,
or tiery signs at (.'ursbirtli. itgutittus
reigned; Ierod ruled ; Romne 'ibrgot not otie
of lier jdleasre not even a ripplle wa,; oh-
4erved 91,.À t161 great ocean (if life when the
l'rince of Pé-ace wam born.

A hum1ble pair journeye(l fromu Galilee.
I3ethlelienm's crowded inn wvas îîot distuirbed
-wlen they moiighit shelter, thoui David's
royal blood flowe1 throug(-h tlieir veins. An
inni, or " khian," im a iow squiare structure,
grener.illy of onle story, bîit ru'lel.y of brick
or stone, enclosing a squiare wher' the cattie
are IiousC(1, with arched recesses armimnd for-
the travellers. Sometirnes a cave is ttlized
an(d tradition, with some plausibility, points
ont a cave a., the birthplace of the Messiah.
There i.q no furniture, nor provisios---sirnply
shelter; ail else the travellers supp]y, Pri-
vacy is thus out of the question whure ail
have equal right. In such a shelter the child
Jesus w'as born. No rooni in the inn, as, alas
thîrough life ; andi now the xvorld's "in
are full of otlier friends, ani the fiend that
sticketh dloser than a brother stili Ieft with-
ont, an unwvelcomne gîîest. WX'ho of us tlius
crowd froin life and heart the Christ of
G30(?

An apocryphal gospel relates how, at the
nia,,tl boLjr, the pole of the heaven was motion-
less, the birds were stili, workinen Iay on the
earth with their hands in a vesse], those who
handled did not handie it, and those who took
did not lift, and those who presented it to
their mouth did not present it ; but the faces
of ail were lookingr up; " and 1 saw the sheep
scattered, and the sheep stood,and the shephierd
lifted up his hand to strike, and his hand re-
wrained tip; and 1 looked on the streain of
the river, and the mnouths of the kids were
down, ani were not drinkingr; and e very-
thingr which was being propelled forward was
ititeru-e])ted in its course." No such fancies
are in our gospels. Their trustworthiness, if
not their divine inspiration, is attested there-
by. The heavens did choir an anthenu, but
it was heard only by a few shepherds on
Bethlehem's plains. Astrologers, too, had
observed '<lis star in theP ea.st" What was
that star ? Our heavens for some time past
have exhibited conjunctions and appearances
of I)lanets only possible at long intervals.
One morning, rising early, under a clear sky,
there were ail our visible plaxiets to be seen


