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t lIEive L"licve tîtat it nieds a wvord or twvo prctty

CANAD IAN I NDEPEN DENT.I theîrc a church i Christecndonm that has

TORO F0 11 C R ~ ~ , 7fr '~7 - lot Uts grunîibler ? W think there is a possi-
______--_______--- -- -- - bility of finding one in Scotlamîd. Rcelt re-

AN SXEL~J;T SUGESILV. turnis s..o'v that thiere arc parislics in onec
tion %vitit the establishment in that oountry

I* L~WC caflnot say le Aren l toal w-til1 on m aille on1 fli communion roll.
VV thc Sentiments uttecd by our recent Thcre, it secins to us, there mutst bc a chance

correspondent fromin MNontreal, yct lie mnakes! of finding such e1 church. But WC wvould niot
Onc g00od point which ive h'ope fth Unlion b, too sure of that. This WC know, ive have
Conîîniittee ivili tiot disrcgard. 1 le suggests nlevcr seen a chutrch that did not have olie
that there should be more papers rmade in nictnbcr of the fatr-reiiowiied fai-ily. 0f
îvhich le the ripe thuught of our ablcst mcii course, tiierc arc différences bet.wecn Chiurch
MnaY tunfOld itself il' refsieslîtng streams Of iGrutrnbler and Chiurcli Grumbler. Onc shiows
htMarty and ilsjirilig religiaus sentimnît. the fainily, featuircs more cicarly than another.

*fhcc ~asundubtdly dcrthof hes at We oence: thought that the Ciu rch Grumbler
our late itnecting-. The blaine, howevcr, ivas %vas nothîin-but a pest WVcclassedi1dm with Uic
tiot 'sa iluch the Conîîinittee's, as the brctih- niosquito a r' %uch creatures, and hcld lm ta
ren s who pcrmnittcd thenisclves to bc noni- be a uiscecss annoyance. But we have learned
nlated as essayists, and allowcd a twcIvemnonthi tlhat the niosquito is good for soinctinig.
to slip away ivithouit doing the îvork assigned And %vehaivele;trncd that the Church Grunblcr
to theim by their co-labourers. We takze it, 1 somectimes answecrs somte end.
that evcry mnan %vho accepts suchi a duty-so Nila ni o~f our churches need a tntue-lashinc
important ta the succes-; af aur Unioni gather-
img-should mnake it a miatter of conscience
ratier than convenience; and if hie finds him-
self unecqual ta the task-, lic should promptly
notify the Cotnmittec, sg that other arrange-
ments may be made. At aur last gathcring,
the Union preaclier for the Sabbathi morning
ivas absent, but sa far as ivc rctncmbr-%vc
may be wrotîg-not a singl@ scratch af the
pen. ias sent explanatory, of bis absence.
There ha% been too ntuch of this thing la the
past, and we ]tope it tnay tiever occur again.

Then as ta the topics ai the papers ta bc
rcad. Let there be care excrcised here. The
contention of the Rev. Mr. Wallace at the
last meeting is a good one, that lethis per-
petual debate on the inerits af a Liberal or
Conservative tlîcology is absolutely out aof
place, in vicw of the mnore pertaient amuI
practical questions wvith whicli tic Christian
Churcli bas ta deal to-day." There are hearts
almost wavcriiug ta-day before the strong im-
pugnment ai many ai aur Christiani tenets.
There are plans af Christian work which ivill
bear the improving touch ai a reformer. There
arc grave social evils îvhich nccd a strang
protcst from those wliho love the righit. There
is the colossal Sabbath schooli itercst wvhich
ouglit flot ta be passcd by in silence. There
is the spiritual hile of aur churches, nione toa
high-toned or Christ-likc. There arc scores
of themes like these whîich if discusse1 wouhd
rekindle the quenching torch of aur faith, and

noîv and then. Pastors and deacons and peo-
ple are ahi the better for a little scolding.
The>' tîeci somcthimîg other than a bag of
sugar-plums or a jar af preserves. Most Re-
formers have somnething of the grumbler in
them. Garrison could growl. So cani \Vn-
deli Philhips, sorte think, a littie too wefl. *Sa
cati Goldwin Smith, according to the 'l<Globe."
And ive ouglit ta bc thankful now and then
for the Churcli Grumbler. Ile offert sets us
ight wvhen ve' arc Nvrong. Hc often wakes
us up wvhen wve are sleeping. I le olten arouses
us ta earncestness wlicn ive are carcess.

But the înischici lies hiere. Whcn men of
a certain tcmperanîent begin ta grumble, they
neyer Icave off. They acquire a habit of
grumbling. Grumbling becomes a second
nature ivith tliem. Thcv kcep at it mn<rning,

noon and nighit. There is nothing as it shuld
be. Tliere is nothing that is said or donc in
the proper iva>. The pastor iever prcaches,
neyer prays, neyer reads as lie ouglit ta do.
Wlhy,lhccani'tcven tahk or laugliorveeporwvalk,
or wcarhis iat or coat, aiter a thoroughlyortho-
dox, saintl>' fashion. The deacons are a set
of usecss, good-for-niothisng mcmi They'don't
understand thecir duties, or, if thcy do, thcy
never attend ta tlhem. Thc Sunday school
is inismanaged. "flic choir is a disgrace.
The finances af the Chutrch arc in a deplar-
able condition. The inenibers arc dcstituttc
of aIl spiritual hile. Everything is in a sad,
i ioclul state. It %vas not sa ili flic ycars that

sena ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Z us.ria u~ec nseIesa u have passcd away. Then evcrything wvas fair
Christ. Thc mint, and anise, and cummin land flourishiing. Then cverytbing promiscd
arc less than the weigliticr matters of the lav. ivell. Wc have met ivith matîy men ta îvhom

tîxis description appies. Thuey g'mumbhe al
CHUR CII GRU.JJBLLRS. the whilc. It looks as if thcy had discovcrcd

Our subjcct is not a vcry imvitiîîg onc. We the secret af j)erpctual motion and had ap-
svouhd almnost as soon Iay aur bauids on a uJar- plied i. ta their grumbling.
cupine as writc about it. And dieui, it lias Does the Chiurcli Grumnbler know that lie isa
been taken up s0 oftcn in religiaus ncwspapers nuisance? Doeshekî. awthathc isa pest tahis.
that nothing ver>' ncîv cati bc said on it. Stili, brcthren,-just ab much as thte potata-bugis ta

the farnicr ? Wc %vauld kindly and gently in-
qintiatc this ta lim-givc Min an Irishiman's
broad hint af the iact. Does lie lnowv that
lie makes other folk uncomfortablc ? Pro-
bably hie imagines that a mild purgatory here
%vili do themn good liercaiter. l>robably lie
thinks lie is specially commissioned to tcach
thcmn the virtuc of patience. 1le may as wett
uindcrstand that, as a mile, hie docs not suc-
cced in doing that. If hie could rcad their
îninds and hicarts at tirnes, lie would sec somte-
thing very différent from patience there, somec-
thing flot very graciaus, eithcr.

.And doesthe Churcli Grumbler know what is
the influenceof hisconduct on outsiders? Docs
hc know %viat impression non-religious per-
sons obtain froin hini of the character and
power of religioii? 1le does not helpto exait
religion in the cstimation of the community.
Ile may depend on that. Complainingmur-
miuring, finding fault docsn't make nien much
better in this worhd. For anc unkind, un-
gentie word that has donc good, there are
nincty-nine that have been sources of incal-
culable harm. That is not the mcthod whichi
Christ has ordained for the renewal and cleva-
tion of mcen. You can't lift men up by beat-
ing them with clubs. Nor can yau imprave.
their appearance b>' pricking themn with,
needles.

So much tt the Clhurch Grumbler to-day-
We may have something more to say to Juan

by and by. _______

V-A CA TION.

Vacation *timel 1What floods of joyous
thaughts does the word bring into the hearts
of tlose who have grown hoary in prafessional
or public lueé! It implies escape to thc green
fields, gaîng on long îvalking excursions,
fishing the lakes and streams, bathing and
swimming and boating. One single holiday.
is intensehy precious to the mani who has the
spirit ta cnjay it. While it may pass rapidly
away, it may have concentratcd in it a!l the
enijoyments of ever>' vacation tinie of our past
life. That is why onc single day is sa valu-
able to a man îvho is overtaxed with com-
mercial or professional labour. It brings but
a few hours of relief from toil and anxiety,
but in these few lîours a life time may be lived:
over again. The hand mray have for-
gotten its cunning in casting the fi>' or
firing the rifle; but the old days come
back as pleasant memaries whcn we cauld
take our place beside the bcst of themn ini
manly, sport and recreatian. When the child-
ren came rushing inta the parlour, pitcxung
down their laads af books, and running off
with a shout, and crying wve have gat our
vacation, docs it nat make the blood of parents
tirigle, and flood their hearts with gratitude
and jo>'? Whatrnusic is therein»the bay'scry
that there is no more school 1 How picasant to
sec thue girls settling down to their quiet games
of playing house and being real mo 'thers, and
forgctting they. have just cscapcd from their
tcachcr's contrai !


