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Union is likely to bo extended through all, the countries
that enjoy its advantages,

A registered letter was formerly, and in many
countries is still, acquitted by the recciver nt tho office of
the address, and unless a complaint is made through the
chanuel of & number of cfliciuls of both or of more
countries there is no assurance of its having reached its
destination. ‘I'lie improvement cousists in obliging tho
addressce to sign a curd acknowledging reccipt as well as
signing the old form of office receipt. The card 15 in-
tended for the information of the sending office, to which
it is trunsitted by aeturn mail and thus verifiention is
perfect as 1egards the reeeipt of ail registered letters from
ur to conntries Which adopt this system.  As faruas we
have learned these mre mauny the conntries so profiting
RBrazil, Porto Rico, Venvzena, Turkey, United Sttes.
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UNPAID LETTER STAMPS,
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Tnr use of these is already extensive in the postal world.
United States, Peru, Moatevideo, aud other countiies,
have adopted them, and the advantuge of ecmploying

theta is evident. Tu-day a Jetter iseither sci. to the Dead ]

Letter Office to be opencd and returned to the sender (a
slow conch course still prevailing i Canuadn) or it 1s
surcharged by a pencil mark on the face at the office of
delivery. Either course is bad, thie course of Caunada
certainly the worst, for the delay of an importaut com-
muuication sent in good faith may cause immeasuradble
lass, not alone of fortune but of fumily peace and com-
fort.

On the other hand the surcharge made in pencil may
be employed by a trandulent letter-carrier as amecans of
impo:°tion, trifling it may be, Lut noue the less annoying.

‘The great trouble and the swmall oue would b~
obviated by the use of these unpaid letter stamps; system
is the hife of a postal department aud this is a purt of thay
life.

ALL. THE BRITISH EMPIRE SHOULD BE IN
THE POSTAL UNION.

A Kingdom with appanages all over the globe is per-
haps a novel and yet is a geographical view of the British
Ewpire. A British subject, that is, a dweller under the
crown in cither kingdom ov appanage, is one who can
claim his rights of protection from the sovereign’s repres-
entative anywhere on the globe, and does so cffectually.
Why then, if the common-sense of tne great kingdom
and of its great colonies has advised the acceptauce of
the advantages of a Postal. Union—why should petty
isolatcd colonies neglect to profiv by 2 measure that
enhances the comwmercial value of ~ hcird connection ?
We Jiope soon to learn that the system of the postal
unitl)(\lx follows the drum-beat of Britain all over the
world.
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TOO LATE STAMPS.

Joun Tiouas writes a letter and by his neglect or that
of his subordinates it reachies the office after the parcel

for tho destination is made up and closed. At presont
tho letter, if mailed in Canada, lies over until the next
mnil, although five minutes o1 twenty minutes pass before
the mail really leaves. Now, John Thomas and his
correspondont would, cither of them, gladly pay a e for
the neglect which made them lato if thereby they could
sceure prompt transmission ; and here comes in the use
of Too Late Stamps which the sender can purchase and
stick to hix letter, thus iusuring a despateh which may be
important to him in many pounds or dollars,

The use of these stamps has been adopted in sovoral
British tolonies and foreign countrices,
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REPLY CARDS,

Tuisx postal card is already a great convenience to onr
mereantiic community, and any extension of its fieilities
would la engorly accepted.  The title of this paragraph
is wiven to a style of card in use in Germany, Frauco,
Holiand, Italy, Spain and its Colunies, Brazil, and even in
San Domingo.  ‘The stels of the card is thus ¢ A double
lenpth postal card, porfa-ated in the middls and folded
in two, the upper card is inscribed on its face with the
address and on its back with Mr. Joha ¥mith’s address, the
lower card printed with the word reporse (reply) is tern
off by the receiver and inscribed on its face with Mr.
John Smith’s address, and on its back with an assurance
that his order will receive immediate attention. Prompt
business men  will avail themsehves of this and thank
aoodness for a posta! department that fvsters trade by
dispatzh.

STAMP-COLLECTING

is instructive to big as well as little prople. 1t teaches
history, or rather, it iusists upon the study of history.
"I'nke the changes in stamps produced, in the last twenty
years, by ¢. wuges of nationality or by the assembluge of
States hituer s individual aud separate. Wo have tho
German Eipire created ; the Italian Kiugdom completéd;
the Roumanian, Servian, Roumelian, Montenegin States
assuming the powers of autonomy; we have the rise and
fall of the Confederate States; we have the creation of a
new and solid cunfederation of the British North American
Colonies, covering half a continent with its sovereignty,
and of course its postal syrstem. Hero i3 enough of
historical change to make z2lonc a wonderful chauge in
the kzleidoscope of nations and countries. Stamp-collect-
ing oblipes a study of fucts like these; and en revanche
this study makes collecting not a trivial amusement, but
a scientific vecupation,

RETURNED LETTERS,

OvER 5,300,000 letters were dealt with in the British
Returned Letter Office lost vear, 475,000 of which it was
found impossible to deliver or return.  About half a
wmillion of post cards, four millivns of book-packets, and
400,000 newspapers found their way to the same office.
More than 27,000 lettors, au increase of 3,000 over last
year, were posted without any address, 5,000 furnished
o clue to the name ¢f the sender and 1,340 contaived
articles of value to the amount of noarly £5,000.
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