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niercial people. Thiey have long
lost a.1l knowledgre of Agriculturc
*,nd if restored to Palestine they
would starve. It would li$ muh
more politic in theni to purchase
from the Sultan such an island as
Cyprus or iRhodes, ami -uake it a
commercial eînpori i i. w'lienco- they
coul(I trade with ail nations." Hie
expresscd hopes aiso of' the fusion
of Jews aitong other na-tions---
hoa.,tcd of their influence is capi-
talists, politicians, fi nanciers, in Eng-
land, France, and (herinariv. Ho
said the attenipt would be vain to
persuade tbeir leading mieri. or even
a smnall fraction of their people, to
return to their own land.

This idea of anialgatioxi was at
that time ý1S53) soinewhat preva-
lent amonc the Jews. Works were
circulating, arnong themn, teaching
that the pronnisý, of the Messiah was
merely a rnythic tliing. ami wvas te
be fultilled, not by ont, person, but
hy a universal reign of peace on
earth, as civil ization .9nd the brother-
hiood of man inore and more pro-
gressedl. Such ideas.ý the onitcorne
of the revolutionary and socialistic:
events of 1848, in which the leagding
Jews of IFrance bore their part, 1
frec1uently contested, and inaintain-
ed that the Messiah pronmised to the
fathers had indeed corne, and that
in vain they looked for another.

1 do believe the Jews of the pre-
tie-rt day entertain very faint hopes
Of their generai restoration. We
stili find a few aged person-, leavi.ng
other countries and going te Pales-
tine to die. WVe have known sone
of these return to their place of
birth in Eutrop-e. They said they
had no wish to die of star-vatonat
Jerusalem, and that they came back

when the littie they had, taken with
thein was9 ail spent. 1 do think the
mnass of the nation is very indiffer-
ont nowv as to, the long,-cherished
hope of ro.storation. Wo may find
soine of themn expressing hazy yet
ev'i(ently heartless belief in it as a
proyaise1event; but their indiffer-
ent inanners seein to say, if not ex-
pressed in words, " our bones are
dried up, our bope is lost." Were
it not se, we inight have expected
that the puer Rus.sian Jews, who.
have lsCen so inhuînanly persecuted,
would haçe- called Jerusalem to
rnid, and wouid have sought an
asylum from Turkey, alw-ays their
friend, instead of frorn Spain, one
so hostile te theiu. But we read
not of their having done se. And
yet we are net to rive tmp, on aecount
of Jewish indifferénce, our Christian
hope that " He who bias scattered
thema will gather thern again." We
have a thoughit tl)at their indiffer-
ence havinz, a-. it were, now cul-
ininated-that Wos- -their restora-
tion may he nearer than either they
or we imagvine. The Most High
will accomplish it for His own
narne's sake. The order of events
revealed in Seripture seeoms to be
that when they say '-our hope is
lost," thi, MNo4, ligh will restore
their dying aspirations, xviii raise
themn up from their grave of unbe-
lief in which they 'have been so
long spiritually entombed, and wil
brino' theni back to Zion, weepmng
for tîmeir sins, and yet with great
joy. "'Thon shaHl thIey return, and
seek the Lord their God, and David
thoir king ; and shall fear the Lord
and His gieode',,sin the latter days."

-Hosea iii. 5. WM. CHARTERIS.
S!.rYRNsx., selpt. 1881.


