
IUOSPITAL StTNDAY.

Sutnchyv, the l5th June, witnessed a remarkabie sigylit in Londonl-a sig"lt
worthy thý dLay of' that Lord wlîose characteristic, whliIe on carth, wa,, that Il lic
went about doing good." Alinost ail the churehes of tuie great city, the E stab-
lislicd, the NT\onconiforniist, ami the Romian Catliolie, H3 mioth Brethiren,
Quakers, and Jewisli yaggeunited on tlîat day in -collecting-' l'or the
hiosptals and dispensaries that are so proîninent a feature ini the inuitropolis of
tlie Empire. lier Majcsty %vas at Balnmoral, but the Prince and Princess of
WTales and the Duke of Edinburgh attendcd the service ixn St. Paul'.5 ; and the
scelle tiiere wais alinost of tie saine national character as whien the Quecin wcnt to
give thianks foi the rccovery of lier son. The collection taken ulp at St. P.tuI'S Waa
over £500O stg., and the suin total fromn ail the clîurclîes was abolit £31uooo-a
riglit royal contribution, to be divided among the Londuin inbtitutions fur relicv-
ing, the sick, the diseased, the maimed and thiclhait.

London is flot the flrst city that lias adopted tliis plan. The credit of the
initiative lias to be given to Birmninghiamn, Manchester, Liverpool, or suine other.
of tle Provincial towns, where it bas been tried for soine ycars -with signal
success. Whicn the plan was proposed for the metropolis, alniwt every one tvas
disposed to throw cold wvater on it. .Ecclesiastical, dignitaries thoughit it was
Utopian. Soule said that too inceli money would be raised. Others, tlîat it
ivould dry up the prebent sources of revenue, espccially the ixîdividual. contr'ibu-
tions that aîost of Uic hospitals bave to depend upon. Soune, were sure tlîat
London was too big a city to get ail in it of one mid. Otliers, that the churciies
ivere too hostile to ecdi other to engage il, any common work. Soîne, that the
ioney would flot be fàirly divided. tiiers, that, even if it were, jealousies
wvould be aroused. But ivhile critics earped, a few earnest mn worked. A
Council «was formied, presidcd over by the Lord Mayor, wlio threw himbeîf heart
and soul into the inovement, and containing representittives of the diflurent
churciies. It fixedl on the day for the collection, and it appointed a comimittee
of sensible business-like laymen to examine aIl the institutions tiîat de2ired to bc
put on the flst as in need of assistance, and to report upon thein, tlieir
iYork and tlîeir dlaimis. And, to the astonislîment of even the most sanguine
supporters of the plan, on the first trial. the success bias been sucb as 'vo bave
stated. The London churches were filled as they have îîut been filled for years.
Mca and ivonen wbo do not usualiy attend the flouse of God, sonie wlîo lîad
neyer attended in their lives before, were drawvn by the uniqueness and lovell-
ness of the idea to go and to take an offering with themn. The Bishiop of London
in St. Paul's, the Arclîbishop of Canterbury in Lanmbeth, Atchbisliop, Manning
in his Pro-Cathiedral Southwark, Dr. Cumming in the àYational Scotch Churcb,
Dr. Parker in Exeter Hall, Hlenry Allon in Islington, Thain Davidsoa in tbe
Agricultural Hall, Newman Hall ia tue Surrey Cialpel, the Grand Rabbi in bis
Sv-na(1ioguc ail preached froin different texts on tue 'one great subject. For tbe

Le in its lîistory, tue beautiful Temple Chcerch had a collection taken up
luit, and the lawyýers did weil, giving £344. B3ut itis not tie amount ofmoney
coilected that surprises and dchights ilue Cnristian heart most, but the notable
demonstration given to, tue world that, underneath ail our differences, tliere is a
grand hasis of unaniînity, conîmon feling, conimon thought, and comnon. wor-
shiip. The Times truly sa-s :-", Anxong the operative clses especially, wvhoqe
Sunday leisure oftea secîns to thein too precious to be given up to ciiorciies or
chapeis, and whio, in mîan>, instances, listea e-agerly to the professors of very
shallow forais of disbeiief, the spectacle of this union of ail denoininations of
worshippers ia the performance of an act of charity, would exert a mobt power-
fui effect. The overflowing congregations must have included lîundreds, nay
thousands, of persons to whiom the interior of a clîurch would be unfamailiar, and
who wouid be attracted thither by blended feelings of curiosity and of kindi-
ness-feings eminentiy lielpful ta any preacher who could pierce tbrough the
crust of habitiuai apathy i otiiers by some loosening of the chains of convention


