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even that jurisdiction was not original, but was given by the
statute of 1858. But in our system it has always been and is
now the case that all but a very small percentage of solicitors
.are barristers, and of barristers are solicitors.

The first chapter of the first statute of the Province of Upper
Canada (32 Geo. IIL, c. 1), introduced the laws of England as
the rule for decision in all mwatters of property and civil rights,
while the criminal laws of England formally prescribed for the
conquered colony by the Royal Proclamation of 1763 had been
left untouched by the Quebec Act of 1774 (14 Geo. IIL,, c. 85).
Accordingly, when the profession in the Province was orgamzed
the law, civil and criminal, in force was the existing law of Eng-
land (with a few trifling exceptions).

The Act of 1797 was intended to place the profession of law
on much the same basis as in England, but the circumstances of
the colony did not allow of this being fully accomplished. One
atterpt to introduce the English system of prohibiting the
sare person to be both barrister and solicitor was defeated by
the Benchers themselves, a second by the Judges, and the third
and last by the Legislature; and the system is too firmly estab-
lished to be now shaken.

It may, therefore, be said with reasonable accuracy that
the Law Society has jurisdiction over the profession at large.

The Bar and the Bench of our Province have followed the
traditions of England, recognizing that England is their intel-
lectual ancestor. We in Ontario are inclined to claim, perhaps
to wake rather a boast, that the Bar and Bench of the Western
Provinces have becn largely recruited from our Province and
share our traditions. Where that is not the case, the traditions
of the profession in England are equally potent as with us.

The Bar and Bench of the Maritime Provinces have their
own traditions, but these, like ours, are based on England.

Our illustrious sister, Quebec, stands in a different position:
‘her crircinal law indeed is English in its origin, but her civil
, law is based not upon the Common Law of England, but upon
. the Civil Law of Rome. Yet most of her rules, customs and
practices are the same as ours.



