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weakness of the flesh to help
seats.”

They all smiled, for in their kingdom ‘‘ly-
ing? was a great compliment,

**I have a way of keeping people home from
church, and they feel perfectly innocent about
it,’? said one. I induce them to have com-
pany or go visiting on Sabbath. Of couarse,
this takes their minds off sacred things o Le-
gin with, and puts them on dressing and eut-
ing. Hhired girls, mothers, and older siaters,
have to stay at home to get big diuners.
Many of the guests lose church to be in time
for dinner.”*

“Anything to make empty seats,’”” approved
the king. ‘'These people cannot be tempted
by Sabbath excursions, but they miss God’s
house just as easily in this way.”

“To make ladies Isel that their servants
need no Sabbath privileges is good,”’ sug-
gested one.

“Very true,” said his superior. ‘‘As long as
we can get Ohristian people to cause or al-
low men and women to work during their
church hours we can keep many empty seats
in churches, and men and women away from
God.”

I am the weather imp,” said one glecomy
fellow. “I go around persuading people it is
woing to rain. or it is too cold, too damp, or
too hot to venture out t» church., It is
enough to make even your gloomy majesty
laugh to see these same people start out the
next day in wind and weather. One would
think it a sin to carry umbrellas and wear
gum coats to church.”

‘‘Confidentially,’” answered the king, “when
I find & Christinn who has ng more concern
about the weather Sabbath than Monday—
determined to make as much effort for spirit-
ual gain as he would for worldly profit— I
just give him up. It’s no use to try to drag
back the man or woman who goes to God’s
house in all kinds of weather.”?

“I'm able to do a great deal with some of
the ladies of the congregation,” spoke up “he
imp labeled Fashion of this World. “1
can make some people stay at home because
the new hat did not come, or becauvse their
clothes are out of styie, or they have not got-
tem a new cloak.”

““I have a better scheme than that *° said
another. “Thege people you keep away are
indifferent—generally good-for nothing folks,
who are hardly worth getting into the king-
dom of his Satanic majesty, but I have a
plan that empties seats of the workers of the
church.” .

“That’s just what 1 want,” said the king.

I make these people overwork on Satur-
days. For instance, I make some good man
the preacher depends upon, or same devout
Sabbath-schocl teacher, to make Saturday
the busiest dar in the week. I just keep him
rushed with neglected things till late at
night, and then he oversleeps or is sick the
next day, and can‘t get out, or, it he goes,
he is too tired and sleepy to take part, or
even listen.”

make empty
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‘‘Splendid plan!?? cried Satan.

**Yes, it works well with delicate women.
1f they can clean house, or have Saturday
night company, they can be kept home with-
out knowing that they have broken the Sab-
bath the day before. A church party late
Saturday night helps with empty seats.”

**You are doing firely,-my imps,’”’ his maj-
esty said, warmly—for his preath was a
tlame of fire. “Preachers may work and pray
over their sermons all the week, but there
will be no results in preaching to empty
seats. One of the most important things we
have to consider is how to keep people away
from churches on Sabbath. Your plans are
excellent, but I must suggest another good
point. All preachers have human imperfec-
ions—some fault of manner or speech. Get
Christians to criticise their pasror, especially
belore their children. This keeps ihe young
people from wanting to be church members,
If you cam stir up a spirit of fault finding
against the preacher or among the members,
it will help to empty seats. People who get
mad at each other do not care to go to
church together. If the seats are empty, the
minister may be a saint and preach like an
angel to mo purpose.

See the result of your labor on High Street
church to-day. Hall of the secats are empty.
Not only did the two hundred people that
staid at home: lose a blessing, but each empty
seat did its work against the Lord’s king-
dom. The preacher made unusual prepara-
tion, and went with his heart on fire, but the
empty seats chilled him and he did poorly.
Several strangers had dropped in with let-
ters, but they were disappointed at the small
atstendance, and took their letters home, aad
some will not take them any place. There
was a special collection, but the best givers
were away, so it was a failure.

It isn’t a smart preacher, nor a rich con-
gregation, nor a good location, nor a paid
choir that makes a successful church. It is
the church members always being there that
draws in the unconverted and makes an cle-
quent preacher. As soon as a Christian  be-
gins to stay at home, from one excuse or an-
other, I know I have a mortgage on his soul,
which, if he does not shake oif, I will fore-
close imthe judgment day.”

“You have none on mine!” cried Mrs.
Ckark, who had been listening with bated
breath, *“I’lIl go to church, if only to defeat
you.”

*‘What’s the matter, dear?” asked the doc-
tor. ‘‘Have you been dreaming? »

“Perhaps so; but I'm going to church if 1
get to my seat just in time for the benedic-
tion. I’N cheat Satan from this day out of
one empty seat.”

And she has kept her word and influenced
many others to let nothing trifling keep them
tfrom God’s house; and ou2 ‘“‘down town”
church has begun to grow, and will soon W
a great power to God, because of no “‘empir
seats.”— Northwestern Christian Advocate.



