
Wliat fixed this soinevhiat trival occurrence, in rny niind, wvas that on

the altornoon of the sanie day, ina nother swarnp at kcast three niilea
front tho first eue, the very sautîe thing wvas repeatcd by anotiier WVatet-
Thrush, iii ainîcat exactly the sanie way. At another tinte oue of a lit-

fle knot of Meadowlarks I was scruitinizing wvith the glsnss, thoughit lie
wvotid lilce to sec wvhat 1 locked liko behind, so, niaking a long detour,
hie flew tip as inear as lio dared beltind tue to have a look. By turniug
my head 1 followed bis flight, and wlîoî bie alighited and sawv that I 'vas

stili wvatecbing imii, hoe hu> ried back by the wity li. cane lu a great .'tat&r
of excitelient, and reported] to biis cirades tlhat I couhi look bethl ways,
at otUC( 'vith nuy big goggle eyes. 0f course they kinewvbotter anid laitgh-
cd at lihi.

0f ail the birds, one 'vould t.hiiik the big bliister-ing huiiy known

as the Crow 13iackbird, tic ltiist liiley to iiiiitate thc acrobatie feats cf
huni11ati beings. zlid yet I wvas telid b a1 Young niai), whose veracity 11p.
to that tinie I lind had nc reason te dloubt, tlîat lie had a, short tinie beforei
witnesscd the spectcle cf sevenal of these birds tu rîîiîg soinersets ou t lie
guîltss. flc futbuthr wen t on1 to 'say that eue ef then 'vas as fair su)>cru'r to.

th others la acrobatie proliciency as the bespuuigied king of the circus.
areua, i- te the coniîîueu tiniblers lu the piîîk tiglits. ihese less favored
birds, lie averred, miade a (isnas failur-o of it, or as lie put it Il fe-u ail

over LUîeîîîselvep," wvhenever they tried te foliow thé, leader iii bis grace-
fui evelutions. 1 gravely histened te this touchiug narrative giviug ne-
hint cf iny miental resolve toenqi(jire the price cf yarn ut the first
epportunitv, a reselve I nover carried eut, for just six days Inter I sur-
prised twvo cf thesa i3lackbirds sittitig on a pasture feuice, acting iii the
double capacity cf spectators and sentinels, at a similar acrobatie luer-
forniance given by hialf a dozen cf tlieir cousins, the Cowbirds. They
wvere net just exactly turning somiersets, but their actions 'vere sufli-
cientiy unbir-dlike, and bore a strong enougyli resemblauce te the tumb-
ling cf the circus ring, te inake me very glad I lîad expressed noeni
doubt cf nîy informant's truitliftilness, and Nyvhen 1 afterwvards sawv tN, o.
Roblis playing bide and seek over the shelving edge cf a raiivay eut-

ting, wvith ail the dainty tip-tosing to the edge cf the bank, the spring-

ing cut from the hiding place, the screamts, and the laugliter, tbat would,

have characterized the garne liad iL been played by dhidren, I was stili.


