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just as if tiiese evidences were ot sufficient to coovance us of the sff
fact, another is near at hand, for there are stratified deposits of s
cday, sand, and gravel exposed in the %ides of a small gully which
has been made by a littie stream flowing across the rond ot fivea
rods away.a

In this home property bird-lie, toc, is abundant and readily
siudied. During july and August the wanbling vireos whistled
deligbtlully from the tops of the trees, the swallcws darted swiftly
after the numerous insects whmch fillIed the air above the shallew Twaters, the. outhatches and the black-and-whize warblers searched cthe. tres trunks for iasect food, and the. flycatchers made salies tfront their perches on the. lowest cottoawobd lumbs te catch insects b
on the. wing. Besides these were several kinds of water fowl andfi
shore Nards dewn by tiie river, the wo.iJpackert. the kinglmhers, the tcatbirds, the American Coldfinch.s, the yellow warblers, the red-
wiuged blackbirda down amoog the reeds, the phoebes, the. chuca- th

cites, the. dounestic sparws, the. song sparrows, the. chipping fi
sparrows, and many others, aIl withio a few roi of the observer. o

Space forbius furtiiez notice of the. uany other iaterestiog
objects of study, and problenis which tiie young student fiods
awaiting solution about his owa borne, cThis paper sn practically a plea for a dloser study of our home St
surroundings, a study toc often neglected by eout nature students T
under the. impression that aothing interesting or instructive can b. h
foued tiiere. Aic a matter of fact, the. home wimii its garden and g
lawn in the. very best field for Nature study. W. require te giveth
mor attention te tiie commooplace things and te understand their M i:
real signilicence in everyday lige. And how many commooplace g
tiiings ilhere are to, study wiien we aclually mu with eut eyes andat
huer with eut cars, and whenc we realize that every detail of the r
structure of a plant, animal or landscape has a history and a metan-
ing, and how few ef eur commonplace studies are beyond the cern-
prehenio of tiie smallest cbild!m

Wiien we know the thii close at hand, w. shal understand
the. things sit a distance. When we understaod the. lige-relations
of the. inhabitants of eut yards anil gardens, we put curselves


