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1-nighit end anger the healthifLX1àess of the
aîiosphere. He is always a faithful
ineniher of tlie Board of Heaith, and
evidently too mucli occupied wvitli bis
duties to give rnuc h thought to the
seasor.s. l'he wvild parrot annources
the approach of spring, but doesn't
express it with wvords especially chosen
for the occasion. They fly froni place
to place in small flocks witb rertainly
zmîtch screaniing, and apparently much
quarteling, and somne filhting. Perhaps
it ib because I arn flot fainiliar with
their languag-', but I really think thpir
sayings are always much more interest-
ilig anîd sentimental after îhey have
been interpreted by the editor.

In the months of March and April
the orange trees and coffee bushes
usuaIIly conie into full bloom. The
Crângye blosioms make the air sweet,
but are not so conspicuous to sight, for
the trets are always full of green leaves.
Bu-, the coffee fields, which are usually
on hiUsides. are especially beautifu).
T'hey have single white llowers, which
mrw ,îiong thc slender branches of the
Io%%- bhrtibby trees, and while the bloom
is on the foliage is quite thin, a1lowing
the flowers to show quite plainiy and
resenible snow-flakes, which one iiiighit

rninhad fallen inito the branches
and rcmnained there without rmeltingr.

Tliv r ative settiers aiso recognize the
slrii eason as the rnost favorable

tinie tu j>lant their " grounds," a-s tlzey
cal! the places where they raise vege-
tables. l)uring February anîd Match
Iîttle bul ires niay be seen he:re and
there ab'-ut the huis and nmountains,
SOfleiiifeb to thie very top, which. froin
a kwt% miles distance, ap ear to be in
the ve.y lieart of an unbroken extent
of forest. But there are mariy familiar
and -,%tl1l trod denr paths winding
anont those hils, and comnuni
catin" w ith thousands of littie plots of
D(round, %%here the black settiers live in
houses l>uilt of a few -poles. and roofed
with F-alni leaves and thatch grass, and
the occupants appear-to be as happy as-
anyhidy eIsc Who is flot diseontented.
.Aller te bush is. rougbly eut clown
%lith the cutlass-the ui.nversal i'iùI1e-'

ment which represents every purpose
froin seed time to harvest, and does
thne carving for harvest festivals, too, for
ail 1 can say-they bumn it over and
then Proceed to dig the ]and up and
plant it with their native vegetables.
T hey frequently work together ini gangs,
for they enjoy much company. It is
not unusual ù) hear a troop of them
singing to their work up on a hillside,
while one ii passing alon.g the road be-
low, and they britig their hoes dowvr to
beat time with the rthi of their song,
whichi is qluite aml:sing. Th *ese people
know when is tht: niost favorable timne
to plant certain kinds of vcgetables,
and their prim;tive gardens are known
as p~rovision groitnds. They uually
plant ail kinds of crops together, with-
out respect for varitty or order, and iii
viriety it is a decided success. Shortly
after the plot is cleare~i and planted it
becornes of n>uch the same appearance
as the wild hilîsides on every hand;
but the owner of that ground knows
where to dig for Iiis fine big yamls,
swveet potatoes, cocoas, and other vege-
tables, and bis harvest beasozi from it
continues throughout the year. Neyer
does lie need to sture his provisions in
a cellar. On any niaket day numbers
of little donkeys niay be seen collected
at the places of trade, with loaded
baskets lashed to their sides, and laden
with the products of these native gar
dens. Many varieties of fruits, wvhich
are only known iii the tropics, growv on
large trees througbout the whole extent
of the isiand, and thougli each variety
has a definite season for its principal
yield, nîany sorts bear through several
months of the year. One kind of fruit
is usually sucdeeded hy some othier, so
that somneihing rnay be had fresh from
the tree at any timne. 'lne lack of
thrift and energy, so constpicuous il-t
the inhabitants of Jamaica as cormpared
with somne other counitries, is, -ierhaps,
rnuch due to tbe ease by whiclh they
can live. The harvest season con-
tinuec the year through, and seldom
are they required to reap hin timne or
lose the opportunity. W. je ..~
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