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not worth more to a farmer than six per
cent. perannum, and it must be judiciously
employed when it is warth even that.
Farmers, therefore, nced not hope that
they can ever improve their condition
permanently, by obtaining money at a
high rate of interest. In England a large
amount of money has been loaned for
agricultural improvement at a low rate
of interest, because the security of Jand
was considered better than any other.
‘We do not see any suitable means of af-
fording the lone of capital for the improve-
ment of Canadian agriculture, except by
the establishment of ¢ Associations of
Agricultural Credit.” The means of ob-
taining a small loan on favorable terms
of repayment, would save many a Cana-
dian family from poverty, and perhaps
ruin. The system of law here makes an
equal division of property compulsory at
the death of the parents of a family, and
should one of the family take the house
and farm to himself, on condition of
paying the other members of the family
their portions by annual payments, the
whole family may be subject to struggle on,
perhaps, the whole of their lives in pover-
ty, because they could not get their por-
tion at once to commence some business
on their own account. If the party
cculd obtain a lone to pay off the several
heirs at once, all would be able to do some-
thing for themselves with a better chance
of success. The ¢« Agssociations of Agri-
cultural Credit,” would give the required
loan on such terms as would be safe for
the borrower, and thus the whole family
would be in a position to provide for them-
gelves. There is very little doubt that the
law we have referred to, 1s a great means
of checking the improvement of agricul-
ture, and of preventing Canadian farmers
from improving their condition. Farms
are continually liable to be divided into
small lots, or the party who undertakes to
keep the farm undivided has to struggle
all his life to pay off the portions to the
several heirs. It is a matter of great re-

gret that these subjects, and we may say
" these great evils, should not receive more
attention.  If there is a remedy it should
be adopted, and we would conceive it a
very unfortunate circumstance for the rural
population if therc was not a remedy for
this great evil.
There is scarcely a farm in the country

| that does not become subject to the influ.
ence of this law, and it cflectually puts it
| out of the power of one of the sons who
may retain the property, if he has many
heirs to pay off, even to improve his land,
or do much good for himself. He may
also be liable to law expenses, should he
be unable at any time to meet his engage-
ments to the heirs, who may get connected
with other families. What a change it
would make for the better, in the circum-
stances of the whole family, if mo-
ney ould be borrowed on the terms,
it is lent by ¢ Associations of Agri-
cultural Credit,” and all the heirs paid off
at once if they required it, to enable them
to commence business, or become farmers.
General improvement of our agriculture
is scarcely possible, while therc is not
some means provided to remedy this evil.

We perceive by our last English papers,
that the Central Congress of Agriculture
in France, a society formed by 600 dele-
gates from the various Agricultural Socie-
ties of France, under tite presidency of
M. Dupin, has recently appointed a Com-
wmission to visit England, for the purpose of
reporting upon the Agricultural Implements
exhibited in the Crystal Palace, and also
to inspect some of the Model Farms.
This Commission, of which M. Manveny
is Chairman, has arrived in London to ful-
fil its mission, and has commenced its
labors by an interview with the Commit-
tee of the Royal English Agricultural So-
ciety, in which it presented to the Duke
of Richmond, as President of the Society,
a set of the Proceedings of the Sister
Society in France. This proceeding be-
tween the two great Agricultural Societies




