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flot worth more t0 a farmer than six per
cent. per annum, and il muisîbejudiciotisly
employed when it is wvorthi even that.
Farmers, therefore, îieed tiot hope that
they can ever iinipiovo their condition
permanontly, by obtaining money at a
liigh rate of intcrest. In England a large
amount of money lias been loaned for
agricultural iînproveinenl at a low rate
of interest, beeause the socurity of land
%vas considercd better Ilhai any other.
We do flot see any suitable nîeans of af-
fording the bace of capital for the improve-
ment of Canadian agriculture, ex(ept by
the establishmnt of' "lAssociations of
Agricultural Credit." The means of ob-
taining a small loan on favorable lermns
of repayment, would save many a Cana-
dian faînily from poverty, and perhaps
ruin. The systemn of lav here makes an
equal division of property compulsory at
the death of the parents of a family, and
should one of the family takie tle bouse
and farm 10 himnself, on condition of
paying the other membors of the family
their portions by annual payments, the
whole famrily may be subject to struggle on,
perbaps, the whole of their ]ives in pover-
ty, bocause tlîcy could îlot get their por-
tion at once to, coimmence some business
on their owvn account. If the parîy
cculd obtain a lone to pay off the several
heirs at once, ail would be able to do some-
thing for themselves îvith a botter chance
of success. The "lAssociations of Agri-
cultural Crcdit, would give the required
boan on such termis as -,vould bc safe for
the borrotver, and thus the wvhole faimily
woubd be in a position to, provide for them-
6elves. There is vcry bittle doubt thaï; the
law wve liave referred 10, is a great means
of checking the imaprovement of agricul-
ture, and of preventing Canadian farmers
from improving their condition. Farms
are continually liable 10, be divided into
small lots, or the party wvho undertakes 10
keep the farm undivided lias to struggle
ail his bife 10 pay off' the portions le, the
several heirs. It is a malter of great re-

gret that these subjects, and we may say
tliese gîca t evils, shoubd flot receive mnore
attention. If there it3 a remedy it tshould
bc adoptcd, and ivo %vould conceive it a
vcry linfortutiate circurustance for the rural
pop)ulation if there ivas not a rcmedy for
duis great evii.

There is scarcely a fiîrm iii the country
j thai doos Jiol becomne sublcct 10 the influ-
ence of tîjis law, and it offectually puts it
out of the power of eue of the sons who
mnav retai n the property, if lie bias many
lieirs lu pay off, even to, improve his land,
or do mucli good for Iiîmsolf. le may
alsýo bo liable 10 lawv expensos, should lie
be unable at any limne 10 meet bis engage-
ments 10 the hieirs, wvho may get connected
wvithî other famibies. *What a change it
would make fo>r the botter, in the circurn-
stances of thie whiole family,. if mo-
ney ould bo borrowed on the terms,
it is lent by "lAssociations of Agri-
cultural Credit," anid al the hecirs paid off
aI once if thiey recjuired il, Io enable tbemn
10 commence busin<ess, or become farmers.
General impreveinent of our agriculture
is scarcely p&ssblle, wle there is flot
soine mnean-. provided to remedy this evil.

We perceive by our last Engli,,h papers,
ibat the Central Congýress of Agriculture
in France, a society fornied by 600 debe-
gales from the vari<us Agricubtural Socie-
lies of France, under the presidency of
M. Dupin, lias recently appointed a Corn-
mission 10 visit England, for the purposo of
rcporîing upon thie Agricultural Imnplements
exliibiled in the Crystal Palace, and also
to, inspect somne of the Model Farmns.
This Commnission, of wvhich M. Manveny
is Chiairman, lias arrivcd iii London to fuI-
fil its mission, and lias commenced its
babors by an interview with the Commit-
tee of lte Royal Enghishi Agricultural So-
ciety, in tvbicl il presented to the Dukie
of Richmond, as President of thie Society,
a set of the Proceedings of. the Sister
Society in France. This proceeding be-
tween the îwo grect Agricultural Societies


