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agoncies are appearing on the stage.—
Can any man fail to sce why their ad-
vent has been so long delaved, or what
t-eir aission is now that they are come ?
If as we attennp ed to shew in our form-
er number, Chrivianity be the system
whien is destined to rule the warld, how
manitest is 1t that the period of its univer-
sal diffusion is at hand ! Here are its pio-
neers, heaven-sent, busied in preparing
its path: throwing down the barrierswhich
have so long kept mankind apart 3 con-
vening the world in one great assembly ;
and proclaiming in the tongue of every
naton and tribe under heaven the “won-
dertul works ot God.”

This reconciles us to what we are apt
to resard as the sluw progress of Chris-
trauity. Not only had truth to be de-
veloper as regards its subjective revela-
tion—and its development is slow com-
pared with error, which being short hiv-
ed, 5000 comes toits maurity —but a vast
arvay of subsudiary helps had to be got
really. The means of casy and rapid
communication with the most distant
regions of the globe had to be providwd;
and an ins rumentality discovered for
untolding the Divine record ta every eje.
1 was nor till our awn timesthat this ap-
paratus was perfected. At the first
promulgation of Christianity, the print-
mg-press—at this hour the mighties hu-
man agency in the world—had not come
o being. A few migh' have access to
books, bat the greater part were depen-
dunt o oral instruc-ion ; and the conse-
quence wes that, after the age of the a-
pastles, the vospel became corrupted, and
begun to d ¢ine. At the Reformation
the printing-press existed, and proved
itselt” one of the most powertul subordi-
nate agencies by which 1hat great move-
m t was helped onward. It pave =
mighty unpulse to the human mind, and
farnished rienly the materials of thought
by unlocking the stores of ancient learn-
g, It vrendered a yet higher service to
the Reformation when it seattered over
England and Germany copies of the
Word of God. But there the services of
the printing press ended; not because its
povers weras exhausted, but because our
ahility of making these powers applica
ble had reached its it We had not
then mastered the tonzues and dialects
of Indva, and the bundred other diversi-
ties of huwan speech which prevail on
tic globe, Bus this bas been done now.
Tus Bible has been translated imto almost
Al the languages of the human famly
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andjwere the door to be opeued, we could
scatter the Word of Life over the globe
in even arcater abundance thany on a for-
mer oveasion it was sea'tered over Eug-
land and Germany  This is the zreat
work which our missionaries have done
—a wark of lit-le show but great utility
—anid the importance of which wil} be
berter understood a century hence, than
it iz even now. If need wore, we could,
in the course of a fuw months, put a co-
py of the Bible into the hauds of every
man who can read in India and China.-—
Have we not then ground to infer that
the third outbuyst of Christianity will be
on a far larger sca’e than either of irs
two former awakeninas; that it will be
an awakening extending not only over a
tow conntries, and lasting for a century
or two, but an awakening which will ¢oe
ver with ligh' the wiole earth, aad Iast
ull the end o ime? Never till now
were the means prepared for a universl
revival of thiz sort ~ Bat they are ready
now. Here is the steam-<hip readv 10
carry the misstonary 10 t e eud« of the
earth ; here is the Bible translated into
all the tongues of the globe; and here is
the printing-press ready to scater its
millions of capivs over every land ; and
with this ssate of renewed zeal on the
part of the Church, and of forward-
ness as regards subwdiary means, the
providence of God is evideutly con-
spiring.  Unlooked-for doors are sud-len.
ly opening, and new and vast ficlds are
presenting themselves to Christianity, 18-
inforeed by these wew and marvellons a-
gencies, to en erand caltivare.  If Pope-
ry has destroved the world at its cen re,
if’ Continental Earope has become water-
logged (to recur to our form-y figure),
the other compartu €1 8 may yet be pre-
served. New and powerful states are
starting up outside the pale of the Papal
countries. Amerira, but recently ovei-
shadowed by forests, aud trodden only
by the foot of the Red Indian. is now
the seat of' a powerfu! and Christian na-
tion. Australia is vushing up, as if'by
by entiutment, 10 become, we trust, a
mighty centre of woral and religious in-
fluences in the southern hemisphere—
China is taking her place, ata single
bound, among free nations, and we trost
also among Christian nations.  That
idolatrous and persccwing cmpire,
which has so long covered with dark-
ness thoses countries which were the
birth-place of revelation, is dissolving,
and, in all probability, will very soon
pass away.  On the right hand



