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uientniy the individuai conscience mnust bc careful
tud the,~ guarded and the personat life must bav
se (rots f air play. We weicasne big timtiy proies
in drift,, against the attempt which somne would rnak

nid oitI' to turn the Church into a kind of club cl
Coli (t Il society based upon a number nf petty Creg

.Zation lations. On the subjects of siaver>', hnten
ecfly iu 5 erance and gambing, Mr. Bliack writeý
It de. i with a fresh Intercat, and brings in tan>' ap
rs titi quoations and approprIat anecdotes.
ristiant The %work of Young Men's Christiai
igress. Associations, Christian Endeavor Societies,
lot hi. Salvation Art>', and variaus women'e
l they Isocieties Is dlscussed wlîh cordial apprecia.
.ciaurri lion and Is regarded as a mnanifold inani-
Ian e., festation In modern imes of the Il Christian
der er coosclousners." IVere these cLapters sim.
Mortu. pi>' regarded as a stries of eamnest reniark5

nlnent- aur work wouid bc do-nc when we badl thus
ispira:* pointed otut theîr scopti and admired the lave

Jesus of liberty, and the dentand for high principle
Il, re- which breathes through ail of thent. But
1Intot i as the beading of ca,.b chapter shows they
ad the arc ta hc regarded as the stib-divisions of a
lu the! -J large 5ubject of whicb the leading thaugbts

'm the. arc IlChristian conscuousne.ss"I and Il va-
whewe 1 lution." The question then returns ais to the
nentail author's views on t'it nature af IlChristian
-ve o î, cansclouscess," and "evoliîon," and alsc
nulaît as ta the relationship between these two
ce di.' factors in bis scherne ci thought. A full

staternent and criticismn af this part oi
Itht subject would require a smai volume

u. and Ia consequent>' impossible in tht pro-
1sent article. We can merci>' indicate some
difficulties which may serve ta show that the

fsubject is far from being an easy ane. We
have heard of the Bible, the Church and

.doi reason as campeting authorîties in the
.dOt reaim of Christian thaught, and we are

sorat4ý familiar wlth discussions as to wbich af the
1C05i-. Ithrre is the fiDal court of appeal. Mr.
Ion Black an page 13 tells us that "the bol>'

a Scriptures are the supreme nuthority in
'; doctrine and in liec," but immediatelv afier-

e55 vl wards he says that Christian consciousness
0,h bi 'lis a co-ordinate authorit>'." There is a
t tita, fiimnto, ai j trinît>'filmiain the light o reveintion,

Sthe light af the religions consciousnaess, and

~ the light a1 nature " (Page 23). When Mr.
0 to Black cornes ta discuss the Ilthe destin>' of

i lu. mat"i we are Informed that "«wbile theo-
le 01 retically an argument rnight ho made for the

es w infaliiblitv aflhe Christian conscinusess,
as c, the doctrine Is af blte or no practîcat
f bis utility il(Page 47). IlThe Christian con-i. sclousness puts great bonor an man"

(Page 48). Speaking of the ionging for im.
Ia mortalit>', and the desires b>' wbich it as sup-

p orted bc says: <Ail these naturai, reason-
able and moaa desires are part ai our Chris.
tiasu consciausness." The Saivatlon Army's

Scouvert, and the "ltransfnrmed " cannibais
. have Chribtian cansclaasness ; in the x8th
eo' ï century there was no Ohristian consciaus.

motn
fro -î ess (page 24) ; and chivair>' had no Chris.

fini: j .a cscousness in le (page 200). mile
wa 'a re again caiied ta note thetfact "tha: the

. Christian conscioussness bas asserted
l îýIts sway and brogbt positive convictions

bris.I
io. and moral certaint>' wbere fromthIe stand-

ýpoInt of biblical exegesis and criticism there
f l was roora for diversit>' of opinion" (Il mo0).

as' uFrther statemonts are that il tht doctrine af
ah be Cristia consciausness salves past

.di fcultiez and promises a future of generoas-igi. -l osbits (P a43)posittls and) Iltht Christ in us
ao J1 s;ruggIes; in vain for fullest expression untit

kiD w bail the Christian consciousness." We
do not wish ta do any injustice in thus quai.

5, ungt hese scattered sentences but we have
been esdeavoring ta find ont what the

Christian consclousness" is by a surve>'
=t .mfwhai hi dots. Along i-'h ail' this Il it is

-,'~aise desirabie ta hear lu mind that the con-
0.uA mon Christian conscioosness is that con

OK sensus cancercaing doctrine, marais, or

au lthics, whicb is held b>' ecad and ever>'

- us ver>' much in aur attempt to find out
ý xacti>' wiat this -1 Ohristian consciousness"
!s ; it is not, ai course, a mccc abstraction, it
Is n power at work Is the individual spiritI Jand titre Is aira tu. some way a collective
C Onsdiausness Of the communit>'. There Is

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

il' one thig evîdent lu contradistînction to
e Schtlermacher . itis nat feeling but know.
ýst iedge,or nt an>' rate tht element ofiknowledge
e un it Io predominate. We must sot stay

)r ta eniquire whethem Schiiermncher's "cIl el
in lg I"bas nat mach knowîedge invoived In

i- t or wheher It .9 correct tu speak af
5 Sclitierrnacher's philosphy as Ilsonsatiana-

it ism." Nither can we ioliow Mr. Black in
1. bis siight treatment af consciausners in
0 general or in bis quotations irom, or cri ti-
;, cisms of, sacred philosophers. Wc tain over

ta page zS where we leara Ilthat reiigloa!
cansciausness Is consclausness plus the
tbeistic conception ;"I that statement wouIc?
a!o course admit o! much explanation but as

1. we seentolabave entercd apon a syntbetic
s pracess we do nat pause but look for a con-
s ception whicb is tu transform religions
0 consciousness int Christian consciausues-
e lChristian consciousness la religiaus con-
sciaasness with certain notable additions.'
These additions are five in number, wt can-
s ot recapitulate thet naw or examine tet

s ndetail, tLe>' arc simpîy stated and nat
dedaced f(mt any common princpits. On

2 page IS somne questions are given whicb are
1 said tobclils I"impemative categories "I and
j," is touchstancs. These references Mn>'
D hocasefai as shawing tht philosophic basus

a!o Christian conrcuausness "I as it appears ta
f Mr. Bla' k. We are bore in the presence o!

subile questions which are nattu10be settted
in a itw sentences. Havtug atready taken
up sa mach space we cannot eview tht

evolution"I side af tht book ; it dots not
§eemtotabeciosol>' reasoned so fat as ils
dannecîlori witb tht main sahject is concema-
cd, aithough tLe general Idea af developtent
through the growîb of personai conviction
and the advance af social sentiment is weii
ilustrattd. Whea we are iniormed that
the satan of tht book ai Job Is "first and
greatest o! atilitarians I" that "Wiggîes-

wortb's God is a sort of gloora>' and Rlanifled
Oliver Cromwel," and that a daubtfal star>'
atiout Davidi Hume Il naght ta Lbe tue if it is
Dot," we are in the atmosphere a! popahar
metoric rathor titan ai philosophic discus-
sion. We coald wish aira that wben tht
sentence froni Tennyson on " honest douh:"
is quaîed, tht whlt passage might ho given
so that tht pneî la the rame breath might
tell us o! the mas wbo foaght bis doubts and
gathcred strength, etc." We regretîDat
Leing abetuta deai with Mr. Black's treat-
mont o! tht Ilconsciausness of the ieathen,'"
but we mutsciose witb the hopethat ibis book
may Le tht means ai sîîmaîating thought
upan the tan>' important subjects that came
witbin its range.

ELDER-MODERA TORS.

MR. Eumbai,-! aa giad to sec that the
Elder-moderatar question is atmacing s0
much attention. IlAnother Eider," in yoar
issue ai DeC. 251h, rtettus t tinîk that tht
Genemat Assen-bI>' adopîed tht book o!
"Raies and Forts ai Procedumo," as tht
constitution af the Church, insttad of!I"as a
useful gide."

There la certaini>' no ambigait>' about
tht expression, IlTht Moderator is a minîst-
c." It states, simpi>', what was, up to
that time, the pratice af the Church. Lt
dots not afferm Ibat thore bas ever been
an>' legisîniion an tht point la question.
Can yanr correspondent refer ta an>' Act ai
a Canadian Preshyterian Generai Asserabi>
affirming bbe principie, that a ministeriai
Mademator is esseatial to the valîdl constitu-
tion o! a Church court. Tht prncipte la
na: essentially Preshyterian, and tht Chanci
sceens simpi>' ta bave been Ilcaptured b>'
tht t!.g"o that extent. This is detarly
anc ai the cler.cal or prelatical devciop-
tenir away frain; tue round and consustent
Presbytenianxsm aifil etPnîrasîlve Oburch.

Tht "lRaies and Frts ofiPracediure,"
tbougi a Most excellent and usolal manoal,
is nat "tht constitution and by-iaws"Ilo!
the Church, as -;rote suppose ; but simpi>',
as the Assembi>' explicit>' affinmcd in sanc-
tianing Its publication, Ila uselul guide...

ýo ln the transaction of ecciesiastucal busine!s.'
Tht cancladting sentence af tht prefabary

enote ln the last edition, confirma this view
y of the scope of tht book as the correct ont.

l. 'lThe Bank af Forts having been thus
n careful>' prcpared, wiit, ifl s hoped, he found

ýf ta exhihit in a satisiactory tanner tht or-
dinary pracîlce of ibis Charcb ln the transac-
l ion of business." I" Ordinar>' practice " us

a ot statutar>' enactrnent. If a Presbyter>',
. or other Charch court, deparis front the
r "4ordinary practuce " it ma>' Le called on b>'
s a saperior court ta "lshow causr," ta expiain
n or justily ils action, but shoutd autel>' not be
J condemned if neither the princuples af Pres-
s byttianiat nor the constitution o! tbc
: Churcii bas been vtoiated.

Your correspondent us grcatiy concerned
s lest tht acts af Prest ytery ta>' be declared

vold b>' tht civil courts, on accoant of hav-
ing on Eider -moderator, and un the ver>'
next paragraph Le censures the last Assemb-
ly for no( procer-ding precîpîîaîeiy in an un-
constitationai vray to add a clause tai tht con-

t stitution o! the Chuirch by a Declaratory
Act. I tht princîpie of mnistertilmanap-

1oiy a! tht chuefseat ln the synagogue is tu
be embodied in the constitution af tht
Charch it should sarel>' Le done in a consti-
tutanal way in ternis of tht Barrier Act.
Until that is doue, and a majorît>' oi tht
Preshyteries approve, and the Assembi>'

i nacîs, tht constitution of tht Church wviil
1leave to Church courts tht liberty tht>' bave

hicherto enioyed in reference t0 thus and
other detais of procedure. It might be
worth wbiie 10 make sure that tht pruncipie
is scriptural befire it is legislated into tht
constitution. If those who contend su
strenuously for ils adoption could ont>' do
tbat tht>' wouid find tht rcst of their self-
imposed task cas>'. Hapîng ta sec the
question in ail uts aspects flly>'dtscussed in
your columns hefore next Assenibi>, 1 arm,
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A.NOTIJER INAME FOR
PRO)FE>SSOR.

Among athers the natta!f bbe Rev. Hope
W. Hogg ir being mentioned un connectuon
witb thc vacant Chaur of O.d Testament In-
troduction in Kuox Callege. Tht quialifica-
tions of Mr. flogg for such a position are
being brought under tht notice ai man>' af
the brethren. He i-î a man of carnest evan-
gelicat spirit and great scbolarship. Born
aver thurt>' vears aga in tht East be is tht
son af the Rev. Dr. Rogg, long a musstonar>'
in Egypt under the Amecrican U.P. Criurch.
Aftci spending bis youth in that country',
where bc acquirtd a most intimat knaw-i
ie.dgt of hoîh colloqalal and classical Arabic,
bt came ta Edunbargh and entered upon a
mort distingused carter as a student at
tht University' thtrt, îaking bus M.A.
degree in 1884. Ht studied Syriac at the
University' and taok a full thealogucai course
at tht Scottish U.P. Hall in tht sam.- cul'.
Het ook the highest bonors ai bis year and
was beyond ait conîpetitors in Hehrew. Ht
took tbeB.D.degrec at tLe Universîîyin 1887.
i3econinganordaintd missionaryoi thai most
c-tnservative a! churches the American U.P.
Church. for over six yearr ho was Professor
in their training college at Assiout, Egvpt,
teaching 01d Testament literature and Rus-f
tory ai Religions. Ail bis leisure lime %vas ,
dtvoted ta tht acquisition of an intimat ac- t
qaintance with Seitic languages and dia-
lects in whichbho ntined tht beîght a! pro-
ficîency, and ta, original research in Archoe.
ology and Ancient Hîstar>', tht resalts o!
wbich, we hoieve, wullI, re ver>' long, bct:
given ta, the pnblic. Recetîy Mr. Hogg
bas sought professional work and was at
candudate for thet Hchrew Chair in Edin-
burgb University', whicb, bowever, ln accord-
anct with a ite banared raie, was gîven to i
an Aaid Kirk rrinister.0

Ia German Mr. IHagg is a proficient, and s
is familiar with the rnost roent îbought af
tht Tcutnc schools. Latel> b>' a wcii-
known pubishing bouse bc bas been ea.
trasttd wth tht translation of Kettîei's
«IGeschicte dem Hebrer."

01 Mr. Hogg, Professor 0cr, af U d
P. Hil, Edinhurgh, says: "Ht bas an
excetient knowledgt oi Arabiz and Eebrew b
and woald makt agood teacher." ProfessorS
Gea. Adama Smith, of F.0 Cailege, Glasgow, gi
says - Ht "lbas knovwitdge and exptritnct of t
a kind extremel>' rare. In tht prescrnt state r
af Oriental stnd>' Mr. Hoggs work wsi
prove af tht bigLest value." Sur Wm. Muir,
Piincipal o! Edtiiburgi University', and Dr. f
Watso, Princip~ai ftht Amrîcan College, b
Odîro, bath emunent Oruenatists, warmly w
praise Mr. Hagg's character and Ictnin$t b
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Our lescon for ibis week brings belote us one
of the most dramatic incidents in aur Lord's
career. It was ai C3pernaum and within soute
bouse îhere, perhaps the one which Uce recicon-
cd Ilhome," that oui Lord wat pieaching when
this event occurred. The lame of the young
prophet of Nazareth was spreading, su that the
place was crowded. And neot oni>' the bouse
iseif, but the drors and ail avenues of appropch
were filied with an eager multitude. Various
wete the motives vIhich bad bcought the people
together* somte had corne through teat desire to
hear the ttuth, athers frontmerec curiosity ; sonie
to enqluite and others te condemu. If orsty that
advance h-d been in a right frame of mind towaid
God, not ont would have gent away unblessed,
for thetIl power of the L, rd was prescrit te heal
them." Is it flot toofiten the case that even while
theL,2rd il waiting to begracious,wrong dispositions
and a wrongat, itude towardGod on for part hinder
us (rom receiving the 'l ealing." One, however,
%vas brought wvho bad! comt in faith expectiog a
biessing. He reciived ail, and orettian hce x-
pected, lor upon him was shown our Lord's «"pow.
et ov-r sickness and His 1' power over sin."

I Jasue' Power Over Sicknese.-
Doubtiîs Jesus had shown this power man>'
tintes belore thiî day. Luke gives us quite a
group or miraculous doîngs in which jesus had
bcrt active about this lime. Ltarning of tis
the poor paraiytic eagcriy awaited Uts coming te
Cipernaum, and then induced lour friends te share
in bis confidence tbat ibis j esus coula (do for atm
what le hadl dout for others. 'N',illingly, there-
lare, they took the place of bearers and brought
theitr heliess friend te whete the Master was
teaching. Their faith was one whis would flot
bc turned aside b>' dilficulties. Thoroughiy
seized of the nted this Paoc mari had of htaling,
and thoroughly convinced that jesus couid cure
hite, ail five wer c dettrmintd te secure the htaling
if possible. That is atone thet ight kind et tallA',
which embraces these two elementi. WC tmuSt
have a consciausntss of our need and a Conviction
ihat Jesus Christ cau sats!y s.at nted befotewe
will corne teo fît in spîte ai every hîndrance. It
is unnecessary to dweil upon their efforts ta bring
tht needy onit Io Jtsus. The sîoty is plin
enough, and in these days when our knowledge
or the structure of houses in ihese Easttrn landa
is -ce full there arc no difficutties toe xptzain.
When Jesus discerned the laith oflîhose who badl
sought Ulîn, He said t0 the paraiytic: "Son,
1h>' sins aie forgiven thet." We cannot tell for
certain, but it seins quite plausible that a file of
sinlul debaucher>' had been tht cause of this
young man's paralysis, and tuaI during the lime
of bis heiplessness he had bail pienty of limet te
reflect upon this, and had in bis heart onging
fat recovery, but second in antensenes t0 his long-
tua for freedom frona sin. There can be no ques-
tion that tht young, man was forgiven, just as a few
minutes aftcrwards bc was healid of lis disease
in obedience ta the command, " Risc take up tîsy
bcd and walk." Tht oowet te heal, thur unquies-
tionab>' shown, proved:

Il. Jesus' Powar Over Sin -How
these ctitics stared when ]esus said, IISon, rby
rita are forgiven thet." Two îhnughts fiulctheir
rmnss First, that Ibis man biasphensed God
in claiming a Divine prerogative. Oniy îLe
ont against wbom we have sinned cau lorgive the
sin. Second, that tis was a clama>' attempt te
deceive ; for il lesus bail the power He clainted
Ht sbould asstrt ut in a spbhert wberc luis truth
c.nsid bc put tu tht test. Jcsus read these
thoughts at once, and that ail daubl mught be dis-
peiled frot their minas as te His Divine power,
Ht gave tht proof whuch in heart they had been
demaDding. In obedience te tht coîmmand~, the
he2plcss tan arcse and ivrapptdl up bis bed, and
bcaring it upon his atm depatted te bis home.
St the people did not perceivc thettuth. Tht>'
gloz ified God that He Lad Riven su-ch power te
mnan. Ins,cad ut h. ua atisfied ths.t this Marn wzs
Divine and louking ta Uitn in faith for ilîcir own
rorgiveneis and cleansing, tht>' ivete sirap>' fieil
with an ecscasy oljoy tbat such thîrugs wert niant-
fesied Let us net. be as loahish, as thtest blkzdtd
[cws. Let us tather rejoice uhat tht Son of God
became man, and that naw it is Ht and Ht alono
who fargives sins and heals discases. And that
t>' and by Lie will receive Iiis toigiven unes ini
bat home whte there ia neither sickncss nor sin.


