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Nemnly’ i the individual consclence must be carefully
ind the: guarded and the personal life must have
se fron’ fait play. We welcome his timely protest
n drif, against the attempt which some would make
nd our to turn the Church into a kind of club or
Call it soclety based upon a number of petty regu-
Ration * latlons. On the subjects of slavery, intem-
ency ix’E "% perance and gambling, Mr. Black writes
It de with a fresh interest, and brings in many apt
s the { quotations and appropriate anecdotes,
ristiag! The wortk of Youag Men's Christian
gress, Associations, Christian Endeavor Societies,
1wt be. ] Salvation Army, and various women's
1 they. societies 1s discussed with cordial apprecia-
~claim’ % tion and is regarded as a manifold inani-
lanre.” | festation in modera times of the * Christian
deror & cousclousness.”” Were these chapters sim-
j01 to. ply regarded as a series of earnest remarks
nigen our work would be done when we had thus
isplra. | pointed out thelr scopu and admired the love
Jesus } of liberty, and the demang for high principle
b, re: i which breathes through all of them. But
| latel 1 as the heading of each chapter shows they
nd the | areto be regarded as the sub-divisions ot a
ioth . large subject of which the leading thoughts
mthe | are *Christian consciousness” and * evo-
where: 1 lution.” The question theo returns as to the
aental, | author’s views on the nature of ¢ Christian
ve t. -} coasclousness,” and “ evolution,” and also
nulatei ’g as to the relationship between these two
cede. i factorsin his scheme of thought. A full
f é statement and critictsm of this part of
, | the subject would require a small volume
Us.: z and is consequently impossibie in the pre-
J } sent article. We can merely indicate some
; difficulties which may serve to show that the
} subject is far from being an easy one. We
i have heard of the Bible, the Church and
l § reason as competing authoritles in the
4 °‘"P‘ i realm of Christian thought, and we are
0raly " | familiar with discussions as to which of the
1 cony three is the final court of appeal. Mr.
i°“j‘ % Black on page 13 tells us that *‘the holy
S & } Scptures are the supreme authority in
of tht* 3 goctrine and in life,” but immediately afier-
€530 1 wards he says that Christian consciousness
9 b‘ﬁ 4 *is a co-ordinate authority.” * There isa
t‘tha‘ ¥ trinity of illumination, the light of revelation,
s 0% % the light of the religlous consciousness, and
i 25 ) the light of nature™ (page 23). When Mr.
104" 1 Black comes to discuss the * the destiny of
o "’,. . ¢ man” we are informed that ** while theo-
16,08 % retically an argument might be made for the
55"’& 4 infallibllity of the Christian consciousaess,
a5ty 2 the doctrine is of little or no practical
?f h";'-o utility " (page 47). “The Christian con-
L ';._ . sciousness puts great homor on man”
l;‘;} £ (page 48). Speakiog of the longiog for im-
nsd mortality, and the desires by which it is sup-
cisnl ported be says : *¢ All these natural, reason-
o gble and moral desires are part of our Chris-
.)ugtg\ 1 tian consciousness.” The Salvation Army’s
and 4 convert, and the ** transformed * canaibals
tion.&‘ : have Christian consciousnests; in the 18th
mo!; century there was no Christian conscious-
froc’ ~ 0€sS (page 24); and .chivalry had no Chris.
diy? tian consciousness in it (page 200). We
whit  i8re again called to note the fact ** that the
Loz Christian  consciousness .has asserted
hns{. t4 its sway and })rought positive convictions
opd and moral. c?rtamty wl:u:re from the stand-
i xh}" point of biblical exegesis and Friticism there
aui’ was room for diversity of apinion” (p 210).
i - Further statements are that ** the dactrine of
. ¢ -tlfe Christian consciousness solves past
l'ighl ‘3dlﬁi¢.:ul.tlcs and promises a future of generous
saﬁ' ‘yossubhtie_s" (p 243), and * the Christin us
o }.. fstruggles in vain for fullest expression until
kin:lt “{we hatl the Christian consciousness.” We
b élo not wish to do any injustice in thus quot-
s ﬁ).»ﬁmg these scattered sentences but we have
s’eU"" ;been endeavoring to find out what the
s {f“ Christian consclousness” is by asurvey
a - ;0f whatlt does.  Along w™h all this “itis
ot ";also desirable to bear in mind that the com-
om' 4mon Christian consciousness is that con
obl .. S€DSUS ct.mcc.ming doctrine, morals, or
a? :‘;ethl.cs, which isheld by each and every
o ¢ Christian” These statements do not help

us very much in our attempt to fird out
fexactly what this “ Christian consciousness”

" 1s 31t is not, of course, a mere abstraction, it

J1sapowerat work in the individual spirit

) '"gnd there is also {n some waya collective
g.onsciousness of the commuuity. Thereis
. ',“,‘f
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one thing evident in contradistinction to
Schleiermacher . itis not feeliog but konow-
ledge,or at anyrate the element of knowledge
in it is predominate. We must not stay
to enquire whether Schieiermacher’s ¢ feel-
iog * has not much knowledge involved in
{t or whether it .s correct to speak of
Schlelermacher's philosphy as ¢ sensationa-
lism,” Neither can we follow Mr. Black in
bis slight treatment of consclousness in
general or in his quotations from, or criti-
cisms of, sacred philosophers. We turn over
to page 15 where we learn ‘‘that religious
consclousness Is coosclousness plus the
theistic conception ;' that statement would
of course admit of much explanation but as
we seem to have eatered upon a synthetic
process we do not pause but look for a con-
ception which is to transform religious
consciousness into Christian coasclousaess—
¢ Christian counsciousness is religious con.
sciousness with certain potable additions."
These additions are five in number, we can-
not recapitulate them now or examine them
in detail, they are simply stated and not
deduced from any common principles. Oa
page 15 some questions are given which are
said to be its ¢ imperative categories " and
¢ its touchstones,” These references may
be useful as showing the philosophic basis
of Cbhrist:ao consctousness " as it appears to
Mr. Black. We are bere in the presence of
subtle questions which are not to be settled
in a few sentences. FHaving already taken
up so much space we canaot review the
‘* evolution " side of the book ; it does not
seem to be closely reasoned so far as its
connection with the main subject is concern-
ed, although the general idea of development
through the growth of personal coaviction
and the advance of social sentiment is well
illustrated. When we are informed that
the satan of the book of Job is ** first and
greatest of utilitarians ' that * Wiggles-
worth’s God is a sort of gloomy and glonfied
Oliver Cromwel),” and that a doubtful story
avout David Hume ¢ ought to be true if it is
not,” we are in the atmosphere of popular
rhetoric rather than of philosophic discus-
sion. We could wish also that when the
sentence from Teonysoa on ** honest doubt”
is quoted, the whole passage might be given
so that the poet in the same breath might
tell us of the man who fought his doubts and
gathered streogth, etc.” We regret not
being able to deal with Mr. Black’s treat-
ment of the *‘ consciousness of the heathen,”
but we mustclose with the hopethat this book
may be the means of sumulatiog thought
upon the many unportant subjects that come
within its range,

ELDER-MODERATORS.

——

MR. Ep1TOR,—I am glad to see that the
Elder-moderator question is attracting so
much atteation. ‘‘ Another Elder,” in your
issue of Dec. 25th, seems to think that the
General Assembly adopted the book of
‘“Rules and Forms of Procedure,” as the
constitution of the Church, instead of “as a
useful guide.”

There is certainly no ambiguity about
the expression, ** The Moderator 15 2 minist-
er.” It states, simply, what was, up to
that time, the practice of the Church., It
does not affirm that there has ever been
any legislation on the point in question.
Can your correspondent refer to any Act of
a Canadian Presbyterian General Assembly
affirmiog the principle, that a ministerial
Moderator is essential to the valid constitu-
tion of a Church court. The principle is
not essentially Presbyterian, and the Church
seems simply to bave been * captured by
the clergy ” to that extent. This 15 clearly
one of the clencal or prelatical develop-
ments away from the soucd and consistent
Presbytenianism of th2 Pamitive Oburch.

The ““ Rules and Forms of Procedure,”
though a most excellent and useful manaal,
is not ‘“the constitution and by-laws ' of
the Church, as some Suppose ; but simply,
as the Assembly explicity affiemed in sanc-
tioning its publication, ¢ a uselul guide . . .

In the transaction of ecclesiastical business, '
The concluding sentence of the prefatory
note in the last edition, confirms this view
of the scope of the book as the correct one.
““ The Book of Forms having been thus
carefully prepared, will, it is hoped, be found
to exhibit in a satisfactory manner the or-
dinary practice of this Church in the transac-
tion of business.” ¢ Ordinaty practice” 1s
not statutory enactment. If a Presbytery,
or other Church court, departs from the
** ordinary practice ” it may be called on by
a superior court to ‘‘ show causs,” to explain
or justify its action, but should surely not be
condemned if neither the principles of Pres-
bytlerianism nor the coastitution of the
Churcli has been violated.

Your correspondent 1s greatly concerned
lest the acts of Prest ytery may be declared
vold by the civil courts, on account of hav-
ing an Elder-moderator, and in the very
next paragraph he censures the last Assemb-
ly for not proceeding precipitately in an un-
constitutional way to add a clause to the con-
stitution of the Church by a Declaratory
Act. It the principle of ministerial monop-
oly of the chief seat in the synagogue is to
be embodisd in the constntution of the
Church it should surely be done in a copsti-
tuttonal way in terms of the Barrier Act.
Untl that is done, and a majonity of the
Presbyteries approve, and the Assembly
enacts, the constitution of the Church will
leave to Church courts the hiberty they have
hitherto enjoyed in reference to this and
other details of procedure, It might be
worth while to make sure that the principle
is scriptural before 1t is legislated into the
constitution. If those who contend so
strenuously for its adoption could only do
that they would fiad the rest of their self-
imposed task easy. Hoping to see the
question in all its aspects fully discussed in
your columns before next Assembly, I am,

A. N. T. PRESBYTERIAN.

ANOTHER NAME FOR
PROFESSOR.

Among others the name of the Rev. Hope
W. Hogg is being mentioned tn conpection
with the vacant Chair of O.d Testament ln-
troduction in Kaox College. The qualifica-
tions of Mr. Hogg for such a position are
being brought under the notice of many of
the brethren. He i a man of earnest evaan-
gelical spirit and great scholarship. Bora
over thirty years ago in the East he is the
sop of the Rev. Dr. Hogg, long a misstonary
in Egypt under the American U.P. Caurch.
Afier spending his youth in that country,
where he acquired & most intimate know-
ledge of both colloquial and classical Arabic,
he came to Edinburgh and entered upon a
most distinguished career as a student at
the University there, taking lis M.A.
degree in 1834. He studied Syriac at the
Uaiversity and took a full theologtcal course
at the Scottish U.P. Hall in the sams city.
He took the highest honors of his year and
was beyond all competitors in Hebrew. He
took theB.D.degree at the Universityin188;7.
Becominganordained missionary ofthat most
conservative of churches the American U.P.
Church, for over six years he was Professor
in their training college at Assiout, Egypt,
teaching O.d Testament literature and His-
tory of Religions. Al his leisure time was
devoted to the acquisition of an iatimate ac-
qaintance with Semitic languages and dia-
lects in which he attaioed the height of pro-
ficiency, and to original research 1n Arcbze-
ology and Ancient History, the results of
which, we believe, will, ere very long, be
given to the public. Recently Mr. Hogg
has sought professional work and was a
candidate for the Hebrew Chair in Edia-
buzgh University, which, however, in accord-
ance with a time honored rule, was given to
an Auld Ktk minister.

Yo German Mr. Hogg is a proficicat, and
is familiar with the most recent thought of
the Teutomic schools. Lately by a well-
known pubushing house he has been en-
trusted with the translation of Keuels
¢ Geschicte der Hebrzer.”

Ot Mr. Hogg, Professor Orr, of U
P. Hall, Edinbargh, ssys: * He has an
excellent kaowledge of Avabiz and Hebrew
and would make a good teacher.” Professor
Geo. Adam Smith, of F.O Coliege, Glasgow,
says: He * has knowledge and experience of
a kind extremely rare. In the present state
of Orn=ntal study Mr. Hogg's work will
prove of the highest value.” Sir Wm. Murr,
Piincipal of Edtaburgh Uaiversity, and Dr,
Watson, Principal of the American College,
Cairo, both ecminent Onentalists, warmly
praise Mr. Hogg'’s character and !cémin;t.
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Teacher and Scholar.
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Fosnr®] THE POWER OF JESUS { Lokey
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26. Su. Ps, i,

Qur lescon for this weck brings before us one
of the most dramalic iocidenls in our Lord's
career. It was at Caperpaum and within some
house there, perhaps the one which He reckon-
ed 't home,” that our Losd war preaching when
this event occurred. The fame of the young
prophet of Nazareth was spreading, so that the
place was ctowded. And not only ihe bouse
i'self, but the deors and all avenues of approach
were filled with an eager multitude. Various
wese the motives which had brought the peaple
together® some had come through real desire to
hear the tiuth, others frum mere curiosity ; some
to enquite and others to condemn. If only that
advance h.d been 1n a right frame of mind towaid
God, not one would have pone away unblessed,
for the * power of the L« td was present to heal
them.” Isit nottoo ofien the case that evenwhile
the Lord is waiting to be gracious,wrong dispositions
and awrongat itude towardGod on our part hinder
us from receiviog the ‘‘ bealing.” One, however,
was brought who bad come in faith expecliog a
blessing. He recaived all, and more than he ex-
pected, tor upon him was shown our Lord's “*pow-
er over sickness * and His *‘ power over sin.”

I Jesus’ Power Over Sickness—
Doubtless Jesus had shown this power many
times before this day. Luke gives us quite a
group of miraculous doings in which Jesus had
becn active about this time. Learning of this
the poor paralytic eagerly awaited His coming to
Capernaum, and then ioduced four friends to share
in his confidence that this Jesus conld do for aim
what He had done for others. ‘*Villingly, there-
fore, they took the place of bearers and brought
their helpless friend to whete the Master was
teaching. Their faith was one which would pot
be turned aside by difficulties.  Thoroughly
seized of the need this poor man had of heahog,
and thoroughly convinced that Jesus could cure
him, all five were determined to secure the healing
if possible. That isalone the right kind of faith,
which embraces these two elements. We must
have 2 consciousness of our need and a conviction
that Jesus Christ can satisfy that need before we
will come to Him 1n spite of every hindrance. It
is uonecessaty to dwell upon their efforts to bring
the needy one to Jesus. The story is plain
enough, and in these days when our knowledge
of the structure of houses in these Eastern lands
is so full there are no difficulties to explaia.
When Jesus disceroed the faith of those who had
sought Him, He said to the paralytic: “ Son,
thy sins are forgiven thee.” We canaot tell for
certain, but it seems quite plausible that a life of
sinoful debauchery bad been the cause of this
young man's paralysis, and that during the time
of his helplessness he had had plenty of time to
reflect upon this, and had io his heart lobging
for recovery, but second in intenseness to his long-
1ag for freedom from sin. There can be no ques-
tion that the young man was forgiven, just asa few
migutes afterwards he was healed of his disease
in obedience to the command, * Rise take up thy
bed and walk.” The power to heal, thus ucques-
tionably shown, proved:

II. Jesus' Power Over Sin —How

these critics stared when Jesus said, * Son, thy
sins are forgiven thee.” Two thoughts filled their
minds: Fust, that this man blasphemed God
in clammg a Divine prerogative. Oaly the
one against whom we have sinned can forgive the
sin. Second, that this was a clumsy attempt to
deceive ; for if Jesus had the power He claimed
He should assertt it in a sphere where His truth
could be put tu the test. Jesus rcad these
thoughts at once, and that all doub. might be dis-
pelled from their minds as to His Divine power,
He gave the proof which in heart they had been
demanding. In obedience to the cugnm:md. the
he'pless man arcse and wrapped up his bed, and
bearing it upon his arm departed to his home.
Sull the people did not perceive the truth.  They
gloufied God thay He bad gwen suzh power to
mao. Ins.cad uf b:ing satisfied that this Man was
Divine and lovking to Him in faith for their own
forgwveness and cleansing, they were simply filled
with an ccsaasy of joy that such thiogs were mani-
fested Let us notbe as foolish as these blinded
Jews. Let usrather rejoice that the Son of God
btcame man, and that now it is He and He alone
who forgives sins and heals discases. And that
by and by He will receive His torgiven oonesinto
hat home where there i3 acither sickaess nor sio,



