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provements in modern amclutecture. There are two
Prechyterian churchcs, 5t Andrew's and John street.
The former was orgamized about the yeat 1800, and the
present minister 1s the Rev. Wi McLean.  After
the disruption Belleville was supphied wauh preaching
by the Kingston Presbytery until 1846, when the Rev,
William Gregg (now Professor Geegg, 1.1, was sent
out by the Colonial Commttee of the Free Church of
Scotland, At this umie the Presbyteran population
was sparse, for within a radis of some ten iniles there
were only about too persons,  In 18350 the congrega
tion, which had previously worslupped in & pnivate
bullding, commenced the erection of the present
church, which was opencd for worshipin January 1852,
by the Rev, Messrs. McLeod of Cobourg, Smith of
Graflon, and Burns of Kingston, at which period the
congregation assumed the name of the ¥ John street
Church.” In the removal of the Rev, William Gregy to
Cooke's Church, Toronto, the congregation called the
Rev. W. F. White, who was succecded by the Rev.
William McLaren (now Professor Mclareny, who in
June 1870 was called to Knox Church, Ottawa.  The
present minister is the Rev. John Burton, who was m
stalled in December 1870, and who s successfully
carrying on the work so well begun by Di. Gregg and
continued by Professor McLaren, The congregation
is in a healthy state, and although like many others, it
has suffered from emigration and deaths, still the com.
munion roll is steadily increasing, and at present con
tains the names of nearly joo members. .
Dafoe House, Bellevilie.

THE BOUK TOU ALL.

RY U, N, SCOTT, R.A,, FRISIOL, QUR.

There has been a wonderful interest taken in the Bi.
ble, and that specially during the last fifty years, 1 wish
to speak more particularly of the extraordinary cir
culation to which it has attained, and that largely
through the agency of the British and Foreign Bible
Society. It has been translated into several hundred
different languages. It speaks to alinost all nations
under the sun, in their own tongues, the wonderful
works of God. The peculiar and extraordinary mani-
festation of the Holy Spirit’s workings on the day of
Pentecost was the gift of tongues. But is not the pre.
sent circulation of the Scriptures a mizacle equally
great? This miracle is mere hidden, but we can at.
tribute it to no other agency but to the one and the
self-same Spirit working in the hearts of God's people.

We give the nations the word of life in their own
languages, as well as send to them guides and teachers
who shall tell them in their own tongues the wonder-
ful works of God. Rome withhicld the Bible it the
vernacular from the people. When they demanded
and fought for the treasure the Pope was inexorable,
and a curse has fallen upon Rome for her unfaithful-
ness. She might never have fallen so low as she has
done had the unadulterated Word been frecly given
to the people. The Bible in their cwn tongue is a
blessing that the people can never fully estimate.
The fact is, that Christiznity was not both pure and
permanent in any country until after the time of
the art of printing, by means of which the Word was
readily multiplied. Wherever Christianity was carried
by word of mouth, it soon either died out or else became
corrupted. The people need the Word in their own
hands, and in their midst. There must be a con-
stant appeal to it, as the eternal and infallible Word
upon which the Church is founded.

This marvellous multiplying and scattering of the
Word to all nations is something unique in history.
It is true of no other book, and is an argument for the
divinity of the Word—that God gave and has accom-
panied it, and that in His own time and way He will
giveitto all beneath the sun. Itisonly afew years past
since = Japanese commissioner to the Austrian exhi.
bition saw the Bible-stand, and wondered that any
book should be thought worthy of translating into so
many languages. He bought a copy in Chinese,.rcad
it and became convinced of the truths it taught.
On his way through Europe he made observations on
the Romish, Greek and Protestant faiths, and con-
cluded that the Protestant was the ncarest to the
teachings of the Book. On his return to Yeddo he
applied to the American missionaries for baptism.
He [bas since purchased a heathen temple for pur-
poses of Christian worship, and in it the Christian
missionaries now hold religious services,

The British and Foreign Bible Society have under-

takeato carry out this divine mission, and who would

not have part in the glorious work? Come and let us be
cu workers with God in sending the good news to the
ends of the earth,  Remembes the five loaves of the
five thousand .l the seven loaves of the four thou.
sand.
mediate mtacles, but this guspel multiplying work 1s
His also, It as Chnst working out through the in.
strumentality of men greater things than they them.
schies know o1 could devise.  [t.s Clhinst feeding the
wutld from one siall loaf.  And herein 1s that saying
of Chuust true, “venly, venly 1 say unto you, hethat
believeth on Me, the works that | do shall he do also,
and greater works than these shall he do, because |
go unto my Father,” This 1s one of the works follow-
ing the ascension of Christ to His glorions mediatonal
throne,  Christ in bodily presence as a man could not
be everywhere present upon carth  speaking i all
lamguages to all peoples.  But the Spirn of God 1
everywhere present although wnvisible,and in Hisown
gootl time the unversal dSpint shall be accompanied
by the universal Word, And in tlus respect our
Christian dispensation 1s excecding glorious. It was
mect that the Christian dispensation should be inau.
gurated in a miraculous manner, and that the first
heralds of the cross should possessthe gift of tongues.
‘Thus the wotk was begun without delay, the people of
the Lord gathered in, and the witnesses properly re-
credited as to their commission being a divine one.
But the same necessity now no longer exists, for the
Churcliof Christ is now adequate to the work assigned
her, seeing that the Spint of God dwells 1n her mudst.
Let us then go furward in out blessed work looking to
God for guidance and blessing, and then shall be
brought to pass that which John saw 1n apocalyptic
vision . "And 1 saw another angel fly in the midst
of heaven, having the everlasting gospe! to preach
unto them that dwell on the casth, and to every na-
tion, and kindred, and tong.e, and people, saying with
a loud voice, fear Lod, and give glory to Him, for the
hour of His judgment 1s come, and worship Him that
made heaven and carth, and the sea and the fountains
of waters.” Lo ! the heavenly messenger comes with
good news of everlasting 1oy and peace, flying 1n mid.
heavens. At first, being afar from earth, only a few
hear huis voice, but he comes nearer and nearer until
tus veice fills the whole carth.  Above the roar of the
ocean, or the crash of thunder, or the strife of nien,
the clear nich voice of the angel sounds out. For a
full millenmial age his message nings from pole to pole.
He never grows weary. To Him 1t 13 but a hittle ime
of joyful service. His tongue never loses its divine
power and melody, but wmoves symphonious to the
bounding pulses of his loving heart. He knows all
languages and speaks in every tongue. Differences
of tone are no obstacle to ham. His s an universal
cloquence, and lis music is always sweet in whatso-
everwords his storyis chanted. Heat and cold are alike
to him. He visits every cime.  He pays no regard
to colour, white and black to Him areone. Richand
poar,male and female, young and old aré all alike to
Him. Oh! brethren, beloved of the Lord, this glor-
tous day approaches. Hailit; hasten it, Blessed are
they who hear His word and obey it. Blessed are
they that put their trust in Him,

VACANCIES AND PROBATIONERS.

MR. EDITUR,—A good deal of discussion has taken
place of late respecting the treatment of probationers
by vacant congregations in our Church. As I have
been a member of a church which has been vacant for
a length of time, I may be permitted to make a few
observations respecting the working of our present
system. I may say that I have no sympathy with
those who imagine that the home educated ministers
of our Church are inferior to those of other countries,
for my cxperience convinces me that it is a great
mistake to give a call to a minister who is unac-
quainted with the customs of our people, and who is
unable to adapt himself to the different circumstances
in which he finds himself, especially if he be advanced
in life before leaving the old country. [ have known
several cases where old countrymen have been saitled
over congregations here where they found themselves
placed in a very unfortunate position. Where a min-
ister is placed over a country congregation he cannot
do his duty properly unless he is able to drive from
place to place to preach at different stations and to
visit his scattered congregation. I have known some
of these ministers who were unable to drive a horse
and buggy, much less to go on horseback for any dis-
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ance, to that when they were obliged to travel even
two ot thiee nules they had to get some person to
accompany them,  Beswies the difficulty of travelling,
these strangers are frequently very hard to please in
the matter of board, and « s very difficult to provide
them wih the accommadation they require.  Lhere
arc none of these dificultics when one of our own
minssters ts seitled over a charge.  lhe youny men
edutated 1n Canada are accustomed 1o travel, they
are acquainted with the manners and customs of the
country, and they can readily adapt themselves to the
arcumstar.ces in which they find themseives, Taking
all these facts mto consideration, it may secm very
strange that any congregation should prefer a stranger
tv one of their own countrymen when giving a call to
a muuster.  Of course the reasons may be different in
one congregation from what they are in another, but
there are some which must be apparent 1o any one
who has given the matter the least considesation,
The youny men who are cdurated in Canada, are. for
the most pare, unable to devote that tine and atten.
tion to the work of preparation which 1s necessary so
that they do not make so favourable an impresston in
the pulpit as those who have devoted a long tume to
the cultivation of a graceful style.  Our students have
to work hard to qualify themselves in the different
branches of study so as to pass their exammnations
while at college, and most of them are obhiged to en-
gage in hard work duning vacation to earn the means
necessary to carry them through. This prevents them
from devoting much time to the cultivation of a grace.
ful style or to the study of elocution. [t 1s very much
to be regretted that so many of our mimsters do such
great njustice to themselves by a careless style of
delivery.  Many excellent sermons are spoiled by a
want of auwention to this necessary qualification on

the part of a public speaker. The matter of the ser.
mon may be all that could be desired, but the manner
of its delivery  sometimes uncouth and ex en grotesque
—spoils the good effect that it would otherwise pro-
duce upon the hearer.  Some probationers who are
going the rounds of the different vacant congregations
are soill-titted to address an audience that it is painful
to listen to them.  They perhaps tlunk that it 1s not
nceessary to gave any attention to such a small matter
as this, but I can assure them that it is of the greatest
importance in the estimation of those who hear them.
Even the most unlearned member of a congregation
can criticize & preacher who delivers his discourse in
a shpshod manner or who transgresses the rules of
elocution. I trust that this subject will receive greater
attention from our students and professors, and that
the young men who are educated in Canada may soon
be as superior in the style of their delivery as they
now are in earnest zeal and devotedness to pastoral
duty. A LavMan,

MINISFERIAL SUBSCRIPTIIUNS T0 THE
HLME MISSION DEFICIT.®

Presbytery of Quebee.—VPreviously reported 369 ;
Rev. John McKenzie, §5; Rev. P, Hanran, $5 ¢ in all,
$79.

Presbytery of Peterboro’.—Rev. James Cleland, $15;
Rev. \Wm. McVWilliam, §15; Rev. E. F. Torrance,

20 ; Rev, Jas, Cameron, $10; Rev. F. Andrews, §35 ;
Rev. N. Clark, $5; Rev.T, F. Fotheringham, §5; Rev.
D. Sutherland, $4 ; Rev. R. J. Beattie, $10; Rev, ],
Ballantine, $10; Rev, Jas. Duncan, $4; Rev. W,
Bell, §5: inall, $118.

Presbytery of Toronts.— Previously veported, $434 3
Rev. D. Mitchell, §5, Rev. Principal Caven, $40. in
all, $479.

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.—This Presbytery met,
by perniission of the Synod, in St. John's Church,
Cornwall, on Wednesday, t4th inst. Rev. R. H.
Warden submitted an overture anent &8 General Sus-
tentation Fund, which was adopted and ordered to be
transmitted to the Assembly through the Synod. An
application from a minister of the Presbyterian Church
of America to be received as a minister of this Church
was presented. After lengthencd consideration, the

. Presbytery resolved to lay the application on the

table, 1t being felt to be undesirable in view of the
large number of probatiopers, to whom our Church
cannot now give full employment, to encourage appli-
cations from ministers of other Churches to be re.
ceived. The Presbytery again met in Crescent stieet
Church, Montreal, on Friday, 16th inst., at 7.30 p.m.,
for the induction of Rev. A. B, McKay into the pas-
toral charge of that congregation. Rev. Principal
Macvica;‘rrcsided, Rev. G. Coull preached, Rev. Dr.

Jenkins addressed the minister, and Rev. J. S. Black
the people. Mr. McKay's name was added.to the
roll, ery adjourned.



