
0te1etarlif could very easlly be ex-
t enided Let thle for the present suffice.

'f, bowever, questions o! this sort were
40ked -at more closely and frequently from,

'iriPoint of view and weighed in their
Ilitial bearinge3 and relations, the power
of1 eon8cieflCe enlghtened by truth, would
luilke teseli much more felt in the conduet
of 'nIfl 1ithose matters which most (leep-

Il ffect others as well as themselves, in
the Use Of the ballot, in their conduet as1%lf3lators for example. Our represen ta-

tInv8l Parliament would take a broader
%n'ldhighel, view of ail publie questions,
a"~ leglatl0o ,which by apparently-for
'lothlng which lés morally unsound can ni-
tilatelY really benefit. them--benefiting the

fé' tthe expen8e of the many,a.n(l 80
bU agalnat nation, would be avoided, and
té reign of peace and good wiil and o! a

4'her Mtorallty than now prevails would
4 4dvancecd to the benefit and bieselng

b"h Of Individuals and nations.

4ORK FOR THE WORKLESS.

'~jk Fidelis in The Week.
tC othe unemployed, John ; in work

'Our salvation ! " This touching exhor-
Si ddr(Jessed to John Burns by a convict

POltoville prison, lias, he says, rung in hie

4800 h.or Ineas a stimulus to further efforte

ir t mnst unhappy clame. He takes it as
,x oIeasure a textfo his recent article

<i'l tliSu jeot of Wr fr the nemployed
h o Nfleteentli Century, for December),

riUction with Carlyle's well-known re-
rthat "«The man able to work, willing to

* Su ad unable to obtain work,-is one of
a eet sights which fortune's inequality

of ýe3 nder the sun." His paper is f ull
Pical suggestions for solving the greatproler O "the unemployed " on a thoroughAdbusiness basis ; and notwithstanding a

si of 5ym, athy with what lie calîs the
PmIia~~0 ,.of Christian philanthropists,

laor for the moral aud spiritual, as welI

4MrlMaterial uplifting of individuals,-
i& f 0 doubt frorn his points of view, -

%il ggestions should be carefully studied by
*odesire to promote a radical cure for,festering sore on our modern civilization.

Pop~ the condition of the unemployed seems
t)1. nl n' anoinaly on what we have
of la eCustonmed to regard as the Divine law

bol a apparent eontradiction to the
or ""an' faith that, for every human beino'

j s a Peat of usefulness in the great human
henY' but for the labourer who lias but hie

de I can find nothing for them to do,

Sto earn the daily bread for himself
or 8t aily,-what seems loft save to beg

4 or ait dowu and die,-if lie do not in
hi "411,as some have doue, go and hang

of.h4. 8 perhaps, are incliued to welcome
~IF4 ,,itl 5 jî our long, cold winters ; but

One with a little imagination try to
~,kht it Ineans for the unskiled labourer

t"our or it mnay be five months before
Q~ "Which he can expeet no regular work ,
64 Ce ob nowand thon, if ho be fortunate
hth.Oaecurethat! Other people -most oft4U1 t Kyrtefu herwr-g na
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t4 ' Or, considering the6 average pa-y
'il,, JSbOurer, sud the average size of his

YMddd o hie liability te be laid up by
rift~s duriug the "shining hours,"

lî 1k 0 the bee, must improve unceas-
01 co tO grief, it is no great wouder

* rlot find thoin sufficiont to provide

for the whole year. And if, as oftein happons,
lie lias been laid up for some weeke, winter of
course finde him quite unprovided for its de-
mande on his 'eleudor means. As the short,
cold days corne on, wlieu larger supplies of fuel,
food and liglit are absolutely necessary for
healtli and comfort, lielias to face them with-
out any prospect of work and pay. Montli
after moutli of seîni-starvation muet drag itseif
by, while lie sits in his poverty-etricken home,
generaily too pervious to the winter blast, witli
hie depressed wife aud iîîcladliungry children,
or wearily pace the streete iu the vain searcli
for work, hiappy if lie ray by auy chance pick
uI) an odd job. Wliat wonder if, heart sick
and deepoudent, lie falsa an easy victim to the
first prevaleut epidemic ; or, if lie escape physi-
cal disease, becomes a prey to the attractions
of the saloon, in which for a few cents lie can
find at least temporary comfort and forgetful-
nees of hie 'nisery ?

These are no fancy pictures, but actual ex-
perieuces of msny a working man in Canada,
not ouly in this present winter, but every win-
ter to a greater or less exteut, in all our large
cities. Every year there je the same dismal
monotony of distreas, whicli weiglislieavily on
the hearts and sympathies of those Who try by
the poor palliative of a little charitable assist-

ance, to bridge the winter's " Slough of Des-
pond " caused by the slmoet entiro suspension
of out-door work for mon.

0f course there are the women and childreu
left ; and to theircx-editbe it said that, ingene-
raI, thoy do what they can. But this is vo ry
precarious and uncertain. 1 observe thatan opti-
mistic friend, Whio seeme to know but littie of
liow " the other haif of the world livos, "
scouts at the very idea of " child-Iabour "' lu
Ontario. Now 1I happen to know a good deal
about a good many poor families in a city
which, I believe, is mucli like other Canadian
cities and towus, sud I kuow that in few of
these famiies is there a boy over ten, Who in
winter is not set to some kind of work--if it is
only that of going for an hour or two to " do
chores" for some one Whio can psy hlm a little
for so doing- or if uothing else offere, at least to
try hie luck at selling papers. I have known a
littie boy, only seven years old, obliged to be
out in the cold, dark evenings, for hours, try-
ing to seil papers, because neither fatlier nor
niother could procure work Again and again
1 have known the Factory Act contravened by
sending childrou under age to work, because
of the sad uecessity of the family; and as to the
wives and mothers, I know of no case in whicli
any healtliy woman lias sliown unwilliuguess
to take auy work eho was able to do. On the
contrary, there are always far more applicants
for woman'e work in winter than there is work
to do. Our optimistic fiend, aforesaid, refers
to some dffficulty experienced in securing a
competeut charwomsu, and to tlie uecessity
of giving lier s good breakfast and dinuer, as
an illustration of "this higli standard of living
among the lower classes' 1 It is possible lie
may not have known where to look for theriglit kind of charwoman, admyhv
stumbled on a emaîl capitalist, in lier way, Whio
may have been indifferent as to whether sho
got a job or not. But I could match hie one
case by many cases of womeu Who, at this pro-
sent writiug, aie only too anxious tosecume
sucli word, or any ! And have seon in To-
ronto as well as in Moutreal, numbors of poor

once. lb le about as liard work in ites way as
that for which an ordiuary unekilled labouriug
man umually goeshim dollar a day, at

least ; sud wby shouid not the labouring
woman, espocialiy the skilled labouringwoman,
be as worthy of lier lire as the labouriug insu?
A dollar may soem a good deal to give for
a da 's washing. But our frieud, if lie stood
lu the laundress' place, would uot fiud it a
great deal to get, espociaily if the earoiuge of two
or three days a weed had to be the wliole support
of a family ! As to lier not arriviug in our
friend's kitchen bill eight, did it ever occur to
hlm liow the previous hour or bwo liad been
spent? If, as is likely, she wae bthe mother
of a family, she liad in ail probability severai
emaîl chiidreu to care for sud provide witli
breakfast, before leaving them for the day ;
aud thon to plod some distance, perliape
through enow or elueli or mud, to the house
where she lias to work. la it much wouder
if elie may uot arrive till eight o'clock, or if
sho is ready euough for the "liot breakfast'
wlieu she gets bliere ? Ais for the " hot dinuer "
elie neede that too; for tlie work of a laun-
drese is exliaustiug, espeiaily to auy oue not
as a rule well fed; sud, during the tryiug
wintermontlis, mauy of these poor women sud
their children live for weeks at a timo ou littie
more than bread sud tes! The charwoman,
witli ler long day's steady uuscular exertion,
neodesa good deai more nourishment tlian bthe
average minuor womau eugaged lu liglit
sedentary occupations ; just as our furnaces
need a double suppiy of coal wheu thoy have to
produce s double quantity of heat. The word
of the laundry would iuevitably suifer, if the
laundrese did not have lier two good meale,
the provision of whicl isj simpiy s neceesary bit
of liousehold ecouomy.

Now the fact, of whicli I have actuai per-
soual kuowledge, that lu wiuter there are
more women seding word-word of blie
liardeet drudgery sud involviug blie whole
day's absence from their owu littie familles,
-thau there are people ueediug sucli
word to be doue, is itseif an ovideuce
of the bitter poverty which, every wiuter,
overwlielms our labouriug clame. For mauy
of those poar women have husaud,-
huebande wliose strong armaeshould ho smply
sufficieut to niaintain their families, if they
could but find work for those arme to do.
But, beyoud a rare chance of a stray cord of
wood to cut, or a littIe ico-cutting or street-
cleauiug after asneow-etorm, what can tliey
fiud ? "My husbaud waided five miles bhls
forenoon iookiug for a bit of wor,"-said one
poor womau this very day, taking thandfully
a littie coarse sewing to do, iu default of smn-
thing bebter. And this lias to go ou, montli
after mouth, amoug those "ilower classes"
who, we are eometimes told, are s0 superflu-
ousiy comfortable !

And bthe very circumetauce that 50 mauy
womeu are obligeddo seed word whicli tades
thon away from home sud from their
chidren, je in itsecf an evil, as any tlioughrc-
fui mother will uuderstand. 1 kuow of not s
fow familles in which the enforced absence of
an industrious, hadworking mother lias been
the meaus of sowinig the seeda of bobli physical
sud moral evil. Somo children, uow lu our me-
forinatories for juvouile crime, niglit have
grown up as honest sud promisiug as thoir
pisymates, but for bhe mobher's frequent ab-
sence from home to earn the daiiy bread. Iu
Britalu, one of the th inge aimed at bylundustriai
reformera is that the wives sud mothers should
not have to go out to oaru their living; ounblie

sud the bouevolout ladies who work in the In-
dustriai Rooms, tostify wlat they i'now lu this
particular.

This evil lesbeadily assumiug larger pro-
portions by meaus of the numbere of shifbbes
sud thriftless Englieli familles every year iurod
out to Canada by optimistic sud misleading

epresetations of the prosperity of our" iower
classes," only to sweli bIle already ovor-
whelming bide of misory from lack of wiubor
word. Tley are burdeus ou ail our charitable
organizations. Somebimes the men drift off
to the United States, iesviug their familles te
be csred for by the charitable ; sometimes, as
lu a number of cases I know of, aftor the family
have had an " assisted passage " from Eug-
land, the mn is Ilassisted " back again, lu tho
hope tliablie may, in course of tino, be able bo
seud noney bo bring back lis famiiy, whieh,
of course, in sucli cases is iefb a burdon ounbthe
community. Other sûcli famiiies drag on s
miserable existence for a ine, bill perliape tho
wliole family le divided betweeu our prisons
sud charitable institutions. Obliers, who got
on botter, sweli the ande of blie improvident
wlio live well s0 long as bliey have auything te
live ou, sud bleu fail bacd into the starviug,
unenployed Ilsubnem'ged teutli."

Now, whule lb is uupabriotic to draw unduiy
dark pictumes of Canadisu life, it la surely net
les s to promote rosi misory by faucy pic-
turcs of imaginary prosperity Andtbie in
done wliouever sudh pictures conduce, as tloy
boo often do, bo bthe immigration of the unsklled
labour, whidli settles dowu, a lopelese mass of
povorby, in our tewns sud cibles. A nd as lb in
more patriobic to incroase our rosi prosperity
than bo nade us eeem more prosporous than
we roally are, ib is the duby of every patriobic
Canadian bo face the situation, not te ignore lb,
sud to see wlietlier sny radical remedy can be
devised for bthe yearly mass of mieery frein
waub of word. John Barns suggesbe several
remuedies for bhIlelu Britalu, some cf whicl
wouid ho impracticablo in our more rigereus
climste. Ho suggeets sud lgisena would
eliomben the wording day, whicl, of course,
would tend to divide the total aumount of word
bo ho doue, among a greatemrnbem of people.
Another reîuedy whidli le suggetele that cf
carmyiug on municipal words, civic improvo-
monts, etc., during tIe winter menthe. Our
rigorous winters, of course, interpose serieus
difficulties lu the way of carryiug ou almosb any
diud of outdoor word. Yet Ilwliere tlero's a
will tliere's a way," sud perliape smn shrewd
and outerprieing city council mîglit find out the
way te carry ou some nooded iuprovomoents
duriug blie winter, if it Wore ouiy in the way cf
koeping our streets as clear sud dean as bley
ouglit bo be, to correspo.nd witli our advancing
civilizatiou lu other respects. Why should
not our streets, as a whole, bo kepb -l a state
of perfect snootînees sud good order, at the
expeuse of the dity. sud through the labeurs of
the otherwise uuemployed, who, if tley do net
get their maintenance at the public oxpouse for
public word doue, sud in a way that proes
equaily ou ail, must get lb at tlie expouse, cf
the more charitable, lu a way bliat presses momt
uuequally ou thon ! Another suggestion cf
Mm. Burns'-sbili more practicable among us-
le that all cleauiug, painting, etc., lu public
building% at least, eliouid ho doue during the
idle wiuber mouthe, iustead of beiug crowdod
ito the few buey weoke cf spriug, wlen thero
is more to ho doue blisu thero are hauds te de

Sudh suggestions are certaiuly mosb press-
ing ou our considerabion, if we refleet that

tue enormons gume at stake lu the- work-
Iug sud management o! an express trans-
atiautle lino eau be tormed.
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