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gave a wrang direction ta everything in thtology or worship
that came within its reach. It claimed a lfty superiority aven
tht humble Cliristianity ai tht common people, and thus
proclaimed itself tht very opposite ai tht truc Christian spirit.
It restcd its exclusiveness on tht possession ai especial know-
Iedge (gnosis) and this was bestowed only on thetIlenlight-
encd " and tht "select." Iit was," as Milman appropriately
designates it, "ltht establishment ai tht ehristians as a kind
ofa religions priviieged order, a thtaphilasophic aristacracy,
whose csoteric doctrines soared far above tht grasp and coin-
prehiension ai thte ulgar. It was a philasophy rather than a
religion ; at least tht philosophic or speculatîve part would
soon have predaminated aven tht spiritual. They affected a
proiound and awful mystery and admitted their disciples anly
by slow and regulan gradations." How unlike, in every thing,
is Gnasticism ta the sound principles and strong sense-the
ational picty and wholcsome scîf-denial ai Christianity 1 Na

mysticism, no asceticism, no licentiousncss ta be found bere.
Ail is simple, ratianal, real and pure. IlIn the Christian
commionweath, womnan is neithen tht pon slave ai tht harem
nor tht spoit child ai Feudalism, non yet the Aspasia ai
Plata's republic, but the help-meet ion man, appointed ta aid
in working out tht highest destinies ai aur rare, beginning
net in tht gymnasia or syssitia ai Plato, but in tht home ai
aur affections, where must bce hum, bred and educated a race
strong in body, trm in mmnd and steadfast in principle." Tht
system aif the Gnostics was directly hostile ta these great ab-
jects, tcnding, as it did, ta concubinage instead ai marri-
age, ianaticism instead ai piety, asceticism instead ai self-
command.

Bath the precepts and tht practime ai tht onder ai Christ-
ianiy and ai His disciples condemned cvenyting that bore
the împress ai impurity or defilement. There is flot a word in
the New Testament that would warrant divine contemplation
being substitutcd ion holiness ai life; whethcr that contempla-
tion cansisted in endless genealogies ai divine emanations, on
in mystie reveies on tht divine perfections, even though these
were accompanied with a vluntany humlity in the wanship ai
angels, or in fasting and prayer mare igidly cerernoniai than
those ofithe Phariset. In conclusion let us beware ai being
44puffed up " by pide ai intellect. We are still surroundcd by
many iorms ai dcadly err-Papists, Socinians, philosophi7.
ing infidels, national Chistians, and superstitions and enthu-
siastic deceivens innumerable still seck ta "lbeguile." Let
us, thertiore, "lholding the Head," Christ, who is flot only
the Head ai Government aven the Church, but a Head ai
vital influence ta, it, flot seck ta, be Ilvise " a bave what is
vitten ; but in tht spirit af truc philosophy, let us a% little
children Ilreceive with meekntss tht engrated word which
(aboat) is able ta, save aur souls."'

0WUR WA TCH TO WER.

This month ail cargnegatians begin their wintcr's work and
plans are laid such as are cxpected ta be most helpiol for tht
dcvelopment ai Church lufe, and tht increase ai a sound relig-
ious interest in ail tht m1embers. Too great cane cannat be
taken in tht planning, that it be simple, judiciaus and suitable
ta tht special need ai the congregation. Cumbrous and un-
wonrable plans are dead-veights about tht neck ai a Church.
They may look welI on paper, and give an air ai extensive
activty, and yet bc ai nu value ta the particulan congregation
ior vhich they are made. Town and caunt (y congregatians
differ widely in their needs. Let flot David try ta, fight in
Saul's armour. But let the flght go on truly and earnestly and
grandly. Neyer slack in that.

Tht evangelical interest sbauld bc tht most praminent.
Tht Cburch of Christ is a spiritual community secking the
salvatian aifnmen. It îs fnot at liberty ta tomn aside froni this.
This is its great vank. It is ta seek it through the egular
Sabbath service, tht Sunday scbool, tht yaung peopl's as-
sociation, the prayer meeting and evcry channel ai Church
lfe. lit is a pleasing feature in tht vorking ai cangregatians
ta-day, that tht literary associations wbcb aten degenerated
into very questionable meetings, art gîving place ta Young
Peopl's Christian Endeavoun Societies. These are wel
calculated ta, bind the young people together and ta, lead thern
into vays ai Christian uscfulncss, wbich vilI bc af tht grtatest
passible advantage ta, tht Church. Dr. C. F. Tbwing very
properly observes in is Working Churh,,Il"In tht arRaniza-
tion ai young people for Church vork, tht religiaus basis must
invariably bc strongly maintained. No founidation, social,
literary, musical, aesthetic, is ethex- vorthy or cnduing. Tht
young people thcmselves vilI accept of a constitution and
method which are proioundly religious.»

lit is a matter ai drvout thankiulness that tht cangregations
ai aur Church are retiing tram tht means and methods em-
pîoyed for raising money ior Christ's wort, soch as tea-meet-
ings, ayster-suppers, and ailthat kind ai thing, and are cm-
bracing tht Scriptural plan ai giving ireely ai what God has
given thcm, so that this act becomes a means ai grace. God
is recognized in the act, God as tht iver cf everything, and

*Gad as he ta vhom tht indivmdual is responsible. In this way
the sont is brought into closest relations with God as pnesid-
ing over every act in lie. This mode of ramsmng money leaves
tht energies of tht Church fretta pour theniselves aong tht

ighcr lines ai Christian endeavour, and also impart ta the
Chur&i its tuce character as a punly spiritual institution-tht
body of Christ upon thte arth.

THiÉ'iANADAPRSBT'AN

How can every Church service be vitalized ? By prayer
for the enduement of the Holy C"hast. Let the eiders meet
for praycr with the pastor before hc goes into the pulpit, even
though it be but for ten minutes. Let praying sauls plead as
the service goes on. And at the close af every Sabbath even.
ing service let the young people hald a short prayer meeting
and give testimony and exhortation for the beneit affi t e-
igiausty irresolute ; and as a means af stimulating ane an-

other in the ways of God. We have flot enough oi believing
praycr. The weekly prayer meeting should be built up by a
wise thaughtfulness. Vary the exercises. Make its sweep
co.extensive with the work of the Church. 'Give every inter-
est a place chere. Have an evening devoted ta the Sur1day
school, the Band af Hope, the Mission B3and and Auxiliary,
the Young People's Society, the preaching ai the Gospel.
Have a prayer meeting, a sang service, a Bible reading. Make
due announcement ai the meeting. Make a stir about it. Pro-
claim it froni the bouse -tops. Ton often relîgiaus wark is dont
as thaugh we were ashamed of it. L.et us glor in it. and
give aur strength taoit. Our best thought, aur best time, aur
best pawers.

Dnn't be airaid ai printer's ink 1 Print vaur pragrammnes
of services. In athe> vrds, let tht oeople know. Take pains
ta let them know. It is ater ail the greatest economy. Place
the programmes in the hands af the people at the Church
doar. Talk about them during the week. By ail means let
the programme be neat and as beautifiti as possible, such as
may he preserved. The few dollars spent in this way are re-
turned aften ten-fold in money, in the interest awakened in
some minds, in tht fellowship created in the work ai God. In
regard ta this many a cangregatian is penny wise and paund
iaalish.%*%

Enlist tht young people in Church work!1 The aId are in
it and will remain till they dit, it is a second nature with theni.
Prepare tht caming generation ta succeed them. Find a
place in every department for them according ta iheir gifts.
Ble careful flot ta nisplace a man, he will be a cause of dis-
turbance in the wrang place, but ai peace and strength in
the right place.

Take time ta shake hands! Be brave enaugh ta do if, es-
pet-ially with tht stranger, tht friendless, the poor, tht boys
and girls. Great power lies here, and this power is easily lost.
In the Church the rich and the paar meet together and the
Lard is the Maker af theni ail. There they are on an equaiity.
They are before God. They are in the presence ai Eternity.
Ail stiffness and pride and arrogance are out ai place there.
Tht kindly word of recognition and tht grasp ai the hand is
the triumph aver them. Let your Christian feeling and
thought flow out thîs way. Tauch, and camne inta touch with
ail your fellaws. W'e repeat, be brave enaugh ta do it.

SENTINEL.

FRA GMENTA Pt1 NO TES.

11OINT, F WINrERESr-i(.%N FFl'i'S CIIURCHES-CLERGY-

MEN ANI) ;URROUND3INGS.

Accaunts af travel and descriptions ai scenery in these
days fait flat an the public car, and whèn tht cyes ai sensible
folks catch these in respectable jaurnals, they are apt ta cry
out Ilchestnuts," and Mr. Editor, you will fare well if some
keen-eyed reader dots flot salute you in the samne way.

Retracing aur steps at Ottawa, we suddeniy turn ta-
wards tht setting ai the sun, and with tht Fair ini full blast at
Toronto, a Pullman berth was at a prtmîum. Having te-
niained aver there a couple ai days, we iound aurselves in
a homogeneous crowd on tht fast express for Owen Sound to
catch the Ath:abasca, which we found ready ta do bate with
tht violent waves ai Lake Superior.

At the appainted bour tht ship let the wharf, and soon
the passengers were on deck, viewing with pleasure the
beautiful scenery which cverywhere met the eye, and on
those who saw it for tht first time it made a most favourable
impression. Tht IlSoo"1 was reached ; but there our trou-
bles began. Those locks, "ltht largest in tht world," yet a
fleet of cruising crats had possession of them before if
c ame aur turn ta get through, which we did ail right, just in
time ta get the tail end oi a severe storm which hadt raged
severely for a day or two. We had about seven bours ex-
perience ai it, and it was the means ai clearing the saloon af
tht passengers, who with pale faces and tottering steps made
for their comiortable stateroams. No mare singing and
dancing. No mare social conversation. Tht supper table
had scarcely a hall dozen ai guests seated at it. After a
storm there cames a calm, ana the marning lîght showed a
peaceful sea, and bright and happy faces. -People seemed
forgetful ai the past, and were radiant with the hope aisete-
ing tht land af promise-tht Pacific coast.

Port Arthur was reached some bours late, but in ample
time ta catch tht thraugh express, wbich camne boldly ta the
station, apparently regardless ai wind or weather. As soon
as the immigrants with their children, wives and cousins, wert
carefully pac)ced away, we resumed aur journey, smiling at
difficulties, buoyant with hope, and in aur mnds realizing a
fortune ini the near future. Other tannista have described the
points ai intcrest on the way ; and politicians have exag-
gerated or epreciated tht fine as it suited their purpose, but
we were bent Ilon getting there," and mountaIns ta. us
seeined mole-bils; and reai sometimes iice vna. We

were al happy, but suddenly the theninometer runs down ta
freezîng point, the ire goes out in tht Pullman, tht Ilcullud
gentleman " gels coal- ail, stri kes matches, runs up and dawn
tht car, and although he hàs an endless stock ai fine towels,
Pears' soap, etc., no use. Ladies are calling for their wraps
and fur capes, and gentlemen hustling ta tht baggage car for
their heavy overcoats, white athers calmly taking in tht situa-
tion, asked, What sort ai a country is this?

Winnipeg is reached, and we have an hour for lunch.
Here weare jained by twa distinguished travellers, the Dowager
Cauntess ai Shrewsbury and Lady Selkirk, who were Ildoing
Canada." They were escôrted ta tht station by a number ai
citizens, and seemed ta enjoy very tnuch the scenery and
demacratic lufe ai this land, probably destined tu be tht
Greater Britain.

Lady Selkirk is widow ai the late Lard Selkirk, whose
grandiather came out here in i8so, and who has representa-
tives scatteted alilaven the country, and who stili remember
with gratitude Lord Sel t irk's unselfish acts. The Dowager
Countess ai Shrewsbury is also a widow ; and is mother ai
Lady Londonderry, vile ai the late Lord Lieutenant ai Ire-
land. Tht Dowager is young.looking for her age, and
seemed ta take an interest in everything going an. Having
learned that Vour correspondent had been over tht ground
before, they asked a number ai questions, same ai vhich
would puzzle a philosopher ta answer. But my interview
with themn did not lessen my opinions ai the English ais.
tacracy generally, with this exception, that they would leann
a great deal by travelling in this country, and mixing with
Canadians, whose greatest pride is that they are working
people.

BA N FF,

ai which we hear su much, vas reached an Saturday, whtre
we spent Sunday. This is an interesting place. Here the
tht celebrated sulphur springs are in perpetual motion. Even
when tht thermometer runs down ta forty below zero tht
water tramn these springs wilI register as high as eighty. Tht
hotel nestles casily ait the base ai tht mauntains, and is about
one thousand miles fromn Winnipeg.

We have a good, camiortable and convenient church there,
built ai brick, erected about a year aga. The minister is tht
Rev. Mr. McLeod, a graduate ai Knox Caltege, and ai whom,
a resident saîd that he was "Il ot only tht best preacher in tht
place, but tht best preacher who has ever been there I
was afraid he would go on ta say that he was tht best who
would ever be there.

LET flROTHEItLY LOVE CONTINUE.

Ont ai the sure signs ai Christian union is given in Banff,
where tht English Church clergyman sings ini the choir at
tht morning service, and holds bis awn service in tht chunch
in tht evening. Mr. McLeod aiternoon and evtning supplies
tht outside stations.

Tht choir cantained some splendid voices, anc a pupil ai
Signor D'Aunia, who has lately taken charge ai tht music in
St. James Square Church, Toronto. On the whole, the music
vas a credit ta tht spirited and energetic cangregatiân which
lits hidden froni public view, near tht summit ai tht Rock-
its. Tht pastor, Rev. Mr. McLeod, was absent an bis holi.
days, but bis place was acceptably filled by his brother-mn-
law, Rev. Mr. Rowan framn Manitoba, wha wilI be in charge
for some weeks ; and if his finst sermon which we heard was
an index ai those which veret ta follow, tht cangregation are ta
be cangratulated. When anc sees the work which Mr. Mc-
Leod bas dont, and tht work he is capable ai daing, he cati
better understand tht inducements which wert held out ta
hien frm tht east ta labour in more prominent and iiapor.
tant fields, and it is not averstating tht matter wben we say
that bis remaval from Blanf ould be a serious loss ta tht
Church and neigbbourbood.

Banff is a pretty place, and vas visited by thousand.s dur.
ing the summer, but its trade must latgely depend an the
trans- continental traffic. It should prasper. It bas three-
clergymen,-Presbyterian, English Church and Methodist.
The Roman Catholics have a small church, where service
is held once a montb. Equal rights are conceded by aIl,
and ta ail. There are no saloons, no lawyers, no insurance
agents, and nu real estate agents. I beard that it was tbreat-
ened with a book agent and lady medical dactor, but later re-
ports do flot canfirmi these rumaurs. lihas a livery stable,
post office and drug-store, and a Ilcrutch 1 suspendtd iram a
trte with a card inforWing tht public that tht mari who came
there on the crutch was cured, and did flot requine it any
mare. K.

Banff Springs Hotel, Alberta.

A DYIJNG RE.QUES7T.

"Promise me anc thing," said a dying father'ta bis son:
"It is my dying request ; will you grant it ?

The son, sobbing, gave bis assent.
Il1 want you, for six montbs aiter my death, ta go quiçt1j

and alune ta, my roam for hall an bour every day and there
thinL"

"On what subject ? 1 inquired the boy.
"That," replied thelfather, I leave solelywith yoursel-

only think 1"
Ht bail been a disobedient son, but he fkIt he-would try ta

makè orne amends by keeping ta bis promise, ànd afie bis
father died he did try. At flrst bis tboughtis wandered tà al
sorts of subjects, tilt at lenith conscience began .ta worlc, and
he ivas awakeied to a sensi of bis wickedness and evil do
and he À t immnelf ta iid bis liteand'Wv«ayi &


