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Son-t sensible man bas saaid tlAat i as aawfui tui icarai
(iromn an enemy. If lcarning from an cnemy as iawIul,
surcly it is iawfui ta lcnrn frum a suçtcessful rivai.
Toc maily peuple think thaithe prulper trCatmcaiî of
a suctess<ul rival là tu Jcnuaite the nieîhods that
Icati ta is sua.-.ess. That pin bas nevCr been fuad
te work weil ta ths countzy. If ienuntiattaun ut bari
Jones would fi11 an enipty -hur.b, iiiost of the ciaapty
churchea on this ~grîanentî %ou.d have Licen fiilcd
years aga. If calling Taimage hard haines ivould
build Up a cangrcgiitun, many a tvcak, sirugglinx _.jfl.
gregatlion would soon iecome piosperous. About
the most u5tless work, on thîs foutsîcol as finin fault
wiih the rnetbnds. of gratt who arc -uflspicuousIy Suit.
cessful in doing their work.

What is truc of individuil men as aise truc of
churches. Yeats ago, ont of the must succcsbfui
ways nf blocking any movecrct in the Presbvterana
Church was tel show that the Methodast did sorte-
tbing of the kand. "Voit are becomang like the
Mlethodists," wvas a crv that the most stalwant Presby.
terian Reformer could scarceiv withstand. Whethcr.
the change proposedl was a gond tbîng in il.
self; whether, being a gond thin>g, i was wise
ta intraduce it at that time, wvere mattes of srail im-
portariSc c-impared with the awful overwheing fact
-" The Mcthodists do it."
Weil, supposing the Mlethodists do iti what ofthaî ?

Shouid the Mfethodist be allowed ta bave a monoply
of everv good way of working? They take any good
thing fromt us that they can lay their hands on. In
the mnatter of Thenlogical edlucation, the Prcsbyterian
was the pioncer Church in Canada. WVe test hun-
dreds cf men and thousands of dollars in the early
days, because the Church claang tal the theor-y cf an
educated ministry. Tbs.re is scarccly a twn or towai
ship svest of Kingston, in wbich yn cannai fin,.
Methodists who svere brought up Pre-byterians. Thr
Church had! fot ministers ta look afier these people
and tbcy were forced to "join the MNethodists." The
Methodists lest no time, because they did not educatc
their ministers as neariy ai Churches do noiv. They
sent the aid saddle bag preac.hers over aIl tLe t..un
try and scooped in or people. Years rolled by and
it became very cleat tbat every Church in Canada
must bave a Theologicai coihege. Up ta that taule
many Methndists had made a habit of ridiculang
tgçoliege made ministers." Did they oppose the es.
tablishinent cf Victoria, or any other coihege because
the Piesbyterians badl coiheges ? Did they say "acol
leges are Presbyterian conceras and we wvon't have
thern a,? Net they. They were fat too %v ibe ta talk
any sucb nonsense. They take a good thing whcn
they sc it, and the fact that the Presbyterians have
it does flot makec one straw's wurth of l.ffcrence. %Wc
shou!d treat them and ci ery othez rel.,;ouâ boai r i
exactly the saine way.

Our peoplt cati their mdn*sterb. A ûonstderable
number of the Methodist pee,éfle pte it be6onan
ta do substantially the saine th.ng. Did anyliod>
ever hear a Methodist say, "'WT would net adopt tbii
systein cf inviting preachers, the Presbyteriatis do
il ?" Na Methodisî ever sa;danything se fa..ash. la
Ilinviting " is a gond thiné, for the Methodast Cburch,
the Methodists wi!l invite, no master whcre the sys.
tem cornes from.

A few years aga thet Method;sts put légymen in sorte
cf their Church Courts. Did .rny brother say . 1,We
won7t put iaymen into the Courts, the Presbyscrtanb
have luymen In al! 'heit Courts." We never heard ci
a Methodisi that ma3c a fuel of bn"m5eIi by talking anà
that 'vay. The Ma.lthod;sts take a good thang avhen
they sec it lnd aàk ne fuoiLsh q~uestion~s about àtz.
oengin.

There is a growing desire in sevcral quarters tu in
troduce responsive rcadings anad a modafiedfiturgy int
Xbc Presbyterian Chutc.h service. fhrt q.uestion à,
coming tu the front and wili sourn have te bc dealt with.
Novi just watch and sec if onc cf the tirbi cries again5t
il is no I Oh that's Episcopalian." Wel, 4uppoee
that wcrc truc. What cf t? It ès flot truc, but sup-
posing it were, waould the tact that Episcopaiaan have

tespon .b e read.ngs andl a piayet lýo'c bc any ceason
wh'y Presbyterians aboutit nlot have thein If ihey are-
good îiîings Ici have. Sortie of us don't want elîhera
but aur -casons fer flot wanîing any change in that
direction have a better toundation than the faci that
aut neighbnurs use a praycr book.

One cf the shcrtesi and casiest ways te block any
movenient in aimost any Protestant Church, ia ta
show that thc Cathelits do soeching cf the kind.
The mnvemenî niny be quitc goed in itisaif, but if tLbt
"Critholies do it I that là enough.

The Catholics have anc practice that nobody ever
liad any difi-ulty in keeping out af Protestant
rhairches thut is tht piactite of going to piayti
iieeting before breakfast Suppnsing twa men are
s%%'inming te the shore. Ont cf thern has a fine
stroke, and will souci bc safe. The aibci is aî pour
swimmer and is in danger cf drownlng. The poor
swimmer criticizes bis campanion's stroke in ibis
ivay , lT dounit like that felaw's style, 1 would flot
adnpt il on any accetant. - don't like his mcthod."
As Le finiâhes Lis criticisni ha goes ta the battom,
white tLe ather reaches the shore in safcty. Weil, if,
itla La tter ta drawn than adopt anoîher man's stroke,
drown by ail means. Mlost people wouid be cf the
Opinion that it wvould pay better ta icdopt the success-
fut swiminer's stroke andl get tu tht short in Saitîy.

Successfail bu!siness mean cf ail kinds watch tht
methods of their rivais, and leara frra thein if they
can. Municipal men go aver te the Ameuican cities
every ye.ir, and get points about managing tLe affairs
cf our chies and towns Tht Ontaria Gaveranient
sendi aur asylum afficiais ta asyluans in the States
te sec how their splendid institutions are managead.
Tht idinisîer cf Education mnakes a tour among cdu.
cational institutions over there ta see if ha cari set
anv good h;nts on educationai work. The cbildren
of this worid are always ready ta learn a ncw thing
from anvbody who can teach it. The Church alone-
or rather vie should say sauite sections of it-rfuses ta'
adopt gond methuds because somebody cisc bas
îhacm. The people wili salon have no use for Churclies
that refuse te icarn anvthing.

PA N-PRE SB YTERIA N CO UNCIL.

rhis selemn conclave will be memaorable for the
anterest i created an the gret centre cf Epîscopacy,
alangside of the Pan-Anglican Ceuncil. 1letre were
maîrcd basbops from every quarter of the gloe)e under
ont roof, and plain, black braadcloth dîssentîng minis-
te rs, so-called, tram every cvlazed land,under another.
Questions cencernang Hagh Church, Low Church and
Broad Churcli were stualîousiy kepti n the back-
greund, whilst attention was bcang anvited tai the
nccd for aggressive work by clergy and lay members,
and the sagnal prospecive adivantages ai widely cm-
ploying deaconnesses as active auxaliaries in varacus
farms of Churcît work. <Jur interest lias more ta do
with whom ive stand as Presbyterians irn aur rela-
tons ta cach ailier under affercnt but similar ban.
ners, sance oui readers acknowhedge thz paraty of
P-resbyterianism andi is antuaienal practicabiltty as
applacti to evcry class al Society in Ctinstian or bea-
then lands.

rhe meetings, as you are awarc, were held ian
h.xeter liait, Lendon, anai were watt attended ; ofien
crcwdcd. k-oreagn delegates bat their fult share cf
duty, as 'vas raght andi proper, wvhite net a fcw promi-
nent Presbytcraanr,, north and south of -tht Tweed,
ceok part. ý au have already gîven reports of the pro-
ceedings of tias quadrennial Louracil, se that i were
arrctevant to do more at ibis laie date than attempt te
gather up a few fragments that remain as after ne-
suits. Those whose prîvalege i was ta attend the
Cuuncil meetings of Philadelphia an i88o, and ai
Belftast an 1864 would have us betieve that on those
occasions tht speakers, as a wbole, did themsclves
tiller justice, alîhougli sainte of the papers. on the
preSeut occasion wcre oi a vcry high order.

tirs. Johin Haat and Eitenwoact îPhiladelphaa), with
Prancipals Cairns andi Edwards tuhly sustaineti the
standard. Dr. Hage, ot Richmond, Varginia, alîhougli
ut adivancedi ycars, gave a mnost effective addrcss. He
toek a bepetut vaew ai the prescrit social agitation in
is relation tal tht Churcli; Las bralliant aratory was
rcfreshang and insparing. Prafessor.Elmsliec, et Lon-
don-quite a rising man-spoke on the same subîci

Lt cannai be said tisai Ameracan dehegates wcre
Lept janîli background, since more thaa half cf the

thity.Blve representat7tve (roi the Unateil States tuait
active part, andl ne-ariy ail tht Canad;ans. Besades
the noimes of Principal Macican, Dr. R. F. Burns,
Dr. William Cochrne and Princupidt Caven, th l.ay.
men were worthily rep.esented by Chacf jusice Tiay.
hor, cfbManitaba. h wrctinvadiaustta timpigivang
aimens, sinca many a"tive and anl1entîa persans d
effective wns k in thir several &palamcntS, or gave
place îo, cîhers, maguamanous1y, in the faild ai putaaa
discussion.

No& one cf the many addresses cxcited sel intc
centraversy as that ai Rev. Mlaîcus Datis, bj.D., et
Glasgow, entaîleal" The Rcsponsîbilaîy oi tht C.hurcli
icr Prescrit Day Scepiicism." If thai gentleman-s
sublett was t a it attention tu a residuum of bigotry
an certain oîthadoat pulits as accountang for the
withleding of candial enquirers fromt thetranks ut
Church met..bership , or, whalt rema.ning an the
(aid using unsanctiuned lihberty cf thought ha suc-
ceedeal an saad obieci unmistakably. Worldlancss
and incansisîcucies gcneraliy, ameng Chriïtians, %vere
severeiy commenîcai upoti as a stuinbling biai.k in the
way cf ingenucous enquirers afîci truth. UnChristiy
characters could net be expected ta do oîherwise
than greatly injure tht cause cf the Master, anal se
account for the cantempt and rejectiats of faili an tLe
pattri mnany. A suprcmt lgving povaer in living types
of Christ Himseif, an the other hand would bc cak;u.
lateal ta draw ail mca unie Man. The objections raased
by eiglit speakers in the Council, oec afier anoîher,
did net combat such points as iliese. Certain fianda.
mental doctrines were bled ta have been igiloredl or
covertly sineîed at, suci ns the fact oi manss being a
sianer-the necesssity for an atanement andl the fact of
Chnist's substitution. Dr. Marcus lieds magnirieal
the influence of gond examples in life and character,
His cîitics helal that ton atch importance wvàs plnced
on this since hisîary shows ihat there is ne infalible
goodresuit (ramn the hoiiest iives,except amongpcrsens
vaho ray bc-dtscribtd as mure iawprtssioraable than
their fellows. To others tht cross of Christ continues
ta be a rock of offence. Ont unfortunate part of ibis
centraversy was where allusions ta the Ohld Testa-
ment admitted of su much miscenception .aIse wheu
he says "Tht Church m;ghî have given a mort dis.
tinct idea nf Christianity' ar af ta blackcn the ortho
dox Churches and' exonerate perverse opponent.
Twa great weakne -gnf hunan nature seem tehabe
been iefr eut of accouai in ibis papier, viz, seif-deli,
sien in trying ta (rame eyruses for believing what one
wishes tr be true, and, taking as specimens or Chrs
tianity imperfect human examples, instead rf Cb,ài
the ont perfect model XI ;s conctivabte ihat out
siders will regard the argument nf 1%arcus D-jds
as impunging the authority cf the (bld Testa
ment, berause he reprcsented it as inferior ia its
loe ta the spirit cf tht Ne'. Testament His
abject seemeal ta Le ta indicate that beiag de
signeal for a camparativeiy infantile andl ima
turc state of society the teaching cf the Oid
Testament %vas necessamly progressive and prepara
tory ta a bigLer and'mare con'plete revehaîlon, but
not that it waç therefare superseded by il. AIready,
Lowever, Dr Dods receives many a patron;ziag riud
cf approvai fromn same scepîics wçho look upan be-
lievers in boly wy;i as tredulous senimentalists,
especiaiiy as regaras the 011d Testament. is there n.
responsibility for producing an undes:rcd effeeut by
unguarded statements ?

Principal Cairas, ef Edinburgh, weund Up thas
notable debat by giving is authur <.redit for belaci
in the integrity of canonical Sc.ripture, bath Oid andi
New Testaments, white admitng that mes i ng1n3
wouid finl it dmciýuIt ta perceive ibis. The consom-
mate abailty of thte carefuliy preparcal paper was adi--
mittai an ail hands. Whether the final rezult wîil be
to disenahant the fice thaîaker cf intilectuai cuficcat,
ot ta .ui.-ken Laodit-eans mieo a lafe Qf Io'.-ing discapie-
sLip tht fuuirc -,Y_1 disclose. hi seems an eval of oui
Jiy tha. intclIýiaI definitt*ons oz pbcnracaamentas
ico ofien î.ike the place ut huvaaag lait gavang staînuiu5,
since the religion vie profess as worse than nothiag if
àî does niait carry %rritb ilho(ty paraiy of inotive, chaad-
like humliaîy, and a bu.rni.g s-ensc uf duty %vith
abounadins çharaîy. Intclhcctuai praaae in hi£ paes-
re;ards, tht milen.iuom.

Doubtless many of yaur readers watt, secure a capy

ciýhc-JuI1 ieperts-nuw ready-anct lormi ihacr cava

estimat ot the in and thear warir- W. P. eli. iOr; c4 ara ihct A v4yrw, rgust t, t88e.

532 [AUGUST isth, 1888.


