
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. (EIEIE 7h Sj

fDA81TOR AND ý10PL1#

CUA CERNIA~G 1)41>I ISMV.

@y XxY. m étAv lh~.A . SOOI'>t0O K.

From the Ch' usisan .Siaftdàd.

M R. EDiTroR.- 1n the colutinsn cf your very intet -
esting paper yen bave seen fit ta notice nay " tract "
on 1Immersion. 1 is but fair, afler the extegaded ad-
vertisemeut you have given me. that 1 shculd sayi a
(ew velds in repty-and 1 thank yen for the priviioe
yeu have se gonerously extended ta me of as many
columns in repty ts yon bave usein l the review.

Ailow mie ta express my satisfaction villa the
gaeral telle of your critici.4m. Truc, yau maire a
sotaewhat fir use of the charges cf Ilignorance,"
Ildisbonesty," "' fahsehood," wbicb are, alas 1se fre-
qusîtly founin u newspaper cantraversy on the sub-
ject cf baptîom, and whîch 1 cannot but regard as
unmeemly between those who, aithaugh différing in
smre things, arc yet seeking te ailvance the marne
glorsous endl-the ttuth as ai is in Jesus. Howcver,
those charges do net anove mie in the least. * Igno-
rant" I amn, incorrect 1 may be, but Ildishones:," or
taIse, 1 trust, by tie grace of Gud, 1 nover witl be.
The cause of tEuth dors nlot require sncb defence.
Wath these exceptions, bowever, the review is char.
acitriei by a tont tuati s botta scbolarty and Chris-

lu the "IStandard" clf February 2 5 yen say that rny
tract is but "la rebash cf the aid pedabaptist andl ai-
fillijonimt arguments, whmch bave been se olten met andl
dispoied ai ; that cnly those unrcail in the !'.titsmat
controversy can be puzzicil or tronbiedi wîth bMcKay's
bock.' Andl yet for two or thice year. irmcrsionimt
profesmars have been denouncing, and immersionist
writers bave bees Ilrebasbing " that lbtte wark wbîctt
is only "la rehash of thc aid pedcbaptist and affussion-
lit arguments, wiich bave beca se often met and dis-
poned of " i And even the editor ai the " Christian
Standard "-coafesredty the abtest journal ln the de-
nomination it represents-finds it necessary ta use
about thirty caturns oi bis valuable space in review-
lng even a portion of this little book, whi-:b is only a
rehasb, etc. !! Now, herein is a niarvellous malter.
But the excuse for the review of McKay's book as that
" mny ef the present generation. are unread in this
discussion"» about baptisrn! Surely the treros of
the "lStandard Ilare nat Ilunread" aln baptism ; for a
large part cf every issue ai tiat paper 1 have ever
mecs was devoteil ta that subject. Tbe maine is truc
of ail the periodicals and bocks of lte doenianatîca
represented by tie "IStadard." Andl it is noterions
that baptism is the regutar theme of ait the preachers
and exhorters among the IlDisciples." There must
thes bc sometbing paanfulty de&iient la the capacity
of 16many ai the present gencratain for re.aintng in-
strucuan, or an unfortunite lack af ability in those
who give instruction fram thc puipait and through the
presi Oi courst, the *'many unreail" persans te-
*erWe te by the edîtor ai the "Standard" arc mn bis
ows Cburcb communtits ; for these are the only
eues bis paper usualiy reaches, andl for themn k is pro-
pareil. là not thon, Mr. Editor, the reason given for
reviewiag Mc K.ty's work on IlImmersiona"a cruel te-
tiection on the capacity of lieur readers andl hearers,
andl a lad:t confession ai i ffEciency in thc writezs andl
oral teachers arnang the Disciples? 1 leave yen ta
explain te charge of duilness against your traders
anil co-workers; suggesîing, bowever, ta yen a way ai
escape by tbrowang te blame upon the mattcr Lau 1 ht,
rather tban upon tht persans whc, teaci, or their man-
net of teaitbing. It is notorions ubat sorte things, ai-
tbougb Il cazy praved," wiU >cî net stay " proved,"
especially in tht ligb: of the pre-sý-t day.

if thc editor of the "lStandard » will compare the
colurans cf bis own papier wiîh those of any cf the
leaaing papers ci tic Presbyterian Cbnrch la Canada
or the Unitedl States, he wall bo cenviaceil tat my
charge ci lack af interestinl tht subject of bap-
tismn as not withoîat foundiacion in tact. Take THE
CAN<ADA PRESEIYTERIAN, printeil at Toronto, Ont.,
and the trading paper oi the Church la Canada, as a
specimen. 1 assure yen that nat once in a manth is
the sutject cf baptismi rtecrred tu. Or takle the "«lIn
terior," aie trading Presbyterian papier af the Northt-
west A careful reailor cf tat pàper inforins me that
1: will not average ot columin lz wlw moNtÂt on

tht. subjoct. Andil i s not uncomman for years te
prkss by without a word on the mode or sr*itftts cf
baptisai In its colunins. WVhat ia maid of thone two
papers ia truc of the othor I'nesbyterlan pâpers of this
country. And the average pulpit in the I'resbytertan
Ciurch devotes even a srnalier proportion of tirne ta
questions concerning the baptismal cantroversy. The
reasons given for titis reticence andl apparent lack cf
iuîterest in an Important subjoct are variaus and su(.
ficlent for thase who use them. Sartie are fearicti cf
exatting the externat rite beyand the place it eccupies
in thc Word ai Goil; and rnakîng it, as it ia wîth
t'apists andl Ritualistq, a savlng ordinance-i. e, in-
dispensable ta tie saivatioa ai the saut. Others say
that it ià only a tottening cause, that requires ils ad-.
vocates te bc constantiy proppiiig il up. Blut by far
thte gte.ater nemrber say that tht people do net vrant
l>resbytetian papers andl Presbyterian sermons fuit cf
controvensy about an external rite- that they are
sated, fUient adt Mausam-witb discussions about
baptiam, as beanil and seen in the pulpits and papens
cf Disciples and tiaptisti. Sncb persans say tint the
miasses aceed andl expect sometbing better fruit Pres.
byterian pulpits and papers.

The editor of the "lStandard»" wilt net, perhaps,
dony that in is own denomination among the people
the doctrine oi valer biptism is Ilmade toc ninch of."
To use the words ai Roabert T. Mlatthewx, in the
Il Standard » of Match 4, 1882, yon have" diftoil into
sacerdatalismn anIl made toe mncb cf» immersion.

I would occnpy a middle ground between the ex.
trente of almost entirely ignaning the rite af ba ptisai,
as is dont in taco many Presbyterian pulpits andl
papers, and the other extreme of miling the rite of
water baptisrn of sa much importance anil promin.
once as ta ectipse aimost everything eIse, as is dont
by the lapist, R'tnalist and average pulpit andl paper
anieng thc Disciples andl tue rnany ai the liaptists.
I ara labonning, la rny own humble way, ta fix tic at.
tentioni af ry fellow.Christians ai ail denominations,
nat upon the modal use ai water in bapti!ni, but upn
tht higi anil haly import ai thc sacred urdinanre-
upon the substance, not upan thc shadaw. Through
your gentrosity, MN. Edîtor, 1 trust te be able ta show
your raders that reat bmptisma is not a ponnîng or a
spninkiing an a dipping or an immersing, but mortie
thtng fat boîter, even the " washing oi regeneratian
effecteil by thc Hoty Ghost upon the saut cf man.
This inwaril spiritual change is set forth, or made
manîfest, by tie emblem oi wator, applEid ta the
bady just as the Spirit is appieil ta tie saut
-tht sign conforining ta thc thbwg signififed. This is
water baptisi (',%ait. iii. a i).

I humbly ask your traders, however mnuch they may
differ framn my views, ta give wbat I sali a caîni, carie-
fuai andl prayerful consideratian ; and possibly belote
1 amn dont, tbaugb 1 may not be able ta persuade
tiem, that 1 amrn rgt and they are wrarg, yet good, 1
îink, wîtl be dont if 1 only succeeci n convincing
them that their fellow.Chnstians vise conbcientiously
i fier tram, thena on baptîsta are nat therefore acces-
sanîly ejîher II ignorant"i or Il unreasanabte," or
4.wilfully disbonest." B at what 1 ask i;, Jet metsale, no
easy niatter for ycur readors to grant me. Plersans,
whose fendes: churcb recoilectica:, whoso endrang
associations ci farnîty, friendsip anil conversion ta
God, antd whase pions toits, sacr icos and prayers
have ait becs cannecteil with immersion, wll find il
di ffacuit, if not impossible, ta give unbiaseil consîdera-
tion ce arguments pointing eut a daingerous criar and
an nnwarranlcd innovatian it a rite wh:ch tbey have
always canfidietly segarded as an ordinance of
Gad. But no Christian couli l aim iafaflibility af
jndgment, or close bis eycs against the ligit of truth.
Our appeal will bc te the " Word of Gel, which
livetb anil abideth forevet." The dlaims cf God's
trutli are paramauint . andl whea considering these
claims, att prude; and prejudice munst bc renounced.

To bc continuel if tht Lord wtU.

DR. .OhIN BROWN'S RELIGION.

Of the author of"I Rab and bis Fnienls " ancd ather
detightful bocks, a writer in " Good Words " says :

"A nmcre beautiful sont nover laoked cnt from, a
more beautiful face, andl saw Gol, andl lîvedinl tic
tiebtcf Hîs cauntenance. Of course bis piety was the
reverse ai sour-was as swett, andl geite, andl loving
as a pure spirit coutld be. Il was net exactly the aid
Scotiisb picty, but il was stit teist the Englasi kind ;
and, indecil, 1 know net tirat it belongcd te aaty age,
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ot ta any Church, but just ta John Blrown ; and te
hlm, l vilas perfectly natural and real. Atways Seîsnnl,
ho wis often sad ;and yet what an amounit of pt.,)>î!
tricksy, wayward 'onsense he would perpetrate, and
even carry on fur whole week-s on end t SOrne odd
fançy would striko bum, and being with those he çouid
trust, t vras utteted with thie utrnost gravlîy, and %lit
(un vas kept up is long a.î they cnuld toit the lih
shutileco k baçk. Nor did it stop there. Littie notes
w',uld corne for dnys atter-daily little notes, wlth
illustrations of the joke, pen-and.ink illustrations ci
the quaint absurdity, eniâtging and unfolding the cîigl.
Dai gcrni tilt il grcw ta b. reaily a part of one's fe
which anc îalked af at bteakfast, wondering what lis
next develapment wald be. The fancy steimcd te
take haid of hîim, and grow <rani day ta day, wl:b
fresh outconics of <un and fresh tight. af humt,s
almost as if ho studied at, and yet il was anir the
vertest play of a spirit that tried ta make lis woild ai
rnorry.heatted. as it coutld. For underncath that crmp
fruith of gaiety titere tay a groat deep of soient:
thought, whîcb he tried In sound, and often fnund tvb
bottom ta it ; and in the midst of bis 1 quips and
cranks' there were many wist(ut sighs ta knaw the
hid Jen maym:ery. And over ail there stitl rose, and
abided steadfast in bis faith, laugh and jest as te
might, the face af the Crucifled, the ever-beoved,
ever*trusted Image and (;iory af the Father.

Iltli was an caquisite story-teIier, qui-qt, f-mPý,
with a look in bis face balf-pavky, hat-pathctic,
which neyer failed Il catch atid keep cte interest cf
the hearer. Consider, for instance, how much Itt
iplies. 1 <argot now, for it is rnany years since 1

heard hlms toit it at Craigcrook, whit exactly were the
cir umstancos giving sise ta it-perîl of a boat ini a
stanm, or danger af a gig whose hanse had niadty tre
off, andl becomo unmanigea.Sie ; but whatever the
risk vas, it was enough ta nike ane of the parties
suggest ta bis neighbour that if ho had a praýer he
could pray, it vas high tiait ta say il. And the
answcr was 'J1 don'c rereniber anythirg but the
Lord's l>rayer, and z hat is t/îe good of' i/gal Il Wu~
it that thero was no express petton there suitabte for
thoir circurnsta-lces ; or that ho hac! bcen fromn chîid.
bond se accustarned ta ilt hat bo baid got ta think of
it as only a 'bairn's pra> or,' ai na use ta grawn men;
or that aur Scotch habits cf thought have tendcd to
evacuate tbat prayer cf its meaning and power? You
mnay ponder aver it for a long whiie, and fait ta get to
the boitam of it ; but test assutedi tere was strange,
deep import ta John Birown in that questîon, ' INbat's
the good af that P

"I remeniber, Dot many months agi Dow, and )et
what bas happcned since mn«.s il took ta me like yeais,
ion 1 have ta gaze actoss 'the valley of the sbadow ci
death,' and its bieak silence feots ever se vast-I
remember, as he paid me onc cf his frequent mornng
visits which broke vritha such a bnigbt gleamn of natural
sunshine on the daity task of serrncn-writing, that
something led nie ta spcak of tht varions matives
whîch braugît people ta church, which wore flot
always sa noble as a desmre ta hear cf the way of sat.
vation, noir always se flattering ta the preachor as ho
mîght fancy. Ard 1 adduced as an illustration a
circurnstance that had corne under nty notice long
aga. One country clown was beard calling ta bis
fellow on Sunday morning : ' Are ye gaun ta tIl kirk
ta day, jock' Pî »i hich the reply was, ' Na, 1 dmnna
think it. 1 hine naething ta tak' me. 1 bey tobacco.'
Ht bail been vont ta get bis weckly supply ci that
wecd at 1 he kirk tawn' on Sunday, and as hewvai
naw prcvided for, bo saw na occasion ta go upt ta tht
bouse of the Lard. Brown cvjo>cd the story verv
mnch, but seenied ta bc set a.mnsing by t onl )et
deceper matters, for after a litle hoe said .' There is no
connoction exactly betticen theni, but lier it ren.inds
me of a stery my oid friend, Coventry, useil to tel! met.
The minister vas catechising one day over in Kînros,
and asked a raw plcnghman lad, ' Who made you ?'1
which ho answercd carrectly enough. Then aatciher
question was put,' H ow do you know that God nmade
yon ?'1 ta which, after smre pause and beail scratching,
the reply was, « Weel, sir, it's the conmmun clash o',
the country.' ' Ay,' Brown added, 'I1 amn afrazd that
a deal cf aur belle[ is just fcundcd an the gacd "lcoin-
mon clash a' the counry ;"' and thercwit bc wrung
my bandl anid vent bis way, having thoughts clearty
In bts beail that ho could net then utter. Nearly ait
bis stories-anil yen bardly ever met hlm at a street
corner but ane at least woutd quirily drep front bit
--had "bi preguant chairacter. They had a ain
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