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tesson~ ta say, with Theodort Parker, ane of the gret.
est or nodern Frece4hlnker-tihe direct antipodes of
ïaIbe-strange that the liand3 of theso two opposites,
the Atntican Rtttionallst andi the English Ramanlst,
shouidthus unite ln weavlng a chaplet foraourEngllsb
Bibleo:

"The suit neyer set on lits gtcasning page. 1It go"s
equilly tô the cottage arithe plain mn and the palace
of tho king. I't Is woven into the literature, of the
scbolars and *colaurs the talk of the qtrcct. The
barque of the nierchani cannot sali the se: witlîout It
No shiP af war crin go ta the conflict, but the Bible is
ilhre. ht entera metn's closes, mingies ln ail the grief
And cheettuiness -of life. Tho afianced inalden prays
God ln Scripture for stiengthln in er new duties ;
mnen arc m3rried by Scripture. The Bible attends
tht ln their sickness, when the lever of the world Is
on tbem. The achIng head finds a sofler pillow when
the Bible lies undcrnenth. The mariner escaping
ftomn sblpwreck clutches this first of bis treasures and
keeps It sacred ta God. 1It goes witl the pediar in
his ciowded pack, cheers hlm ai eventido wlien ho sits
down dusty nnd fitigued, brighteaîs the freshness of
hi, ,orning face. i blesses us whcn we are born,
dyue nines ta hall Chtistendotn, rejaices with us, has
synipathy sor our mourning, and tempers aur grief to
falter issues. hI is 'ho lietter part of our sermnons.
it lifts man above himself. Ourbest of uttered pray-
ens ame in lis staried speech, tvhewit1 the paîriarrhs
ard ou laithers prayed. The timid inan, about
swaicening irem ibis drearn ai licé, looks through the
glas ai Script-ire and bis eye grows brigbi. lie does
tot Iear ta stand atone, ta tread the way unknownanmd
distant, ta take the Death Angel by the hand, and bld
txewell ta wife and home I »

A DJFFJCULTY.

bli. EDiToR,-YOU have unquestionabiy exhibited
aspiril ai libérality in allowing Nir. Maordy. ta state
through your valuable caiumns bis difficulty aon the
subject ai the creative period. itou ivili nianifiest stili
greater liberality and forbearance if you ivill allow a
reply afisufficient length ta even appraximate a satis.
factory solution.

Indeed, ta take the smallest possible nucleus ai
itaity whicb pemmeates evcry volume af the exten.

sire liierature which bas been aiready created an this
partcular- point, wauld furnish an article tihe iengtb
i f whicb (apart iltogethtr (rom the nature af the sub-
jcc) would put it far beyond the possibility or it's find.
icg a placeý in any journal such as yaurs, whose great
alat isi, and ever m ust bc, ta combine.the best anid

[broadest instruction, wbicb shal -accainplisb the
greîaie t-good a'nd.-ommand the widest,'healthe-qt,
I md.deepes.t.intcres.t.

I.14nmao.persuaded 'th!%t th@- most successful ai-
tempt of our,.mastlearned and gifted men pursuing
ibislineofa argumnt a, througb the niedium of your
journal wauld bc very barrena ai results, if nat a dccided
faiurte.

However, having misa Iived rnany yeans among hon.
est sceptics and neyer having becu afraid ta take the
pltform aga ist the most noted infidels, ai boîth Eng-
lastiand Scotland, 1 bore conicas my decpest sym. -
pathy with bli. Mordy ina bis earnest ycarnings mter
'=ur defences and eternal, tiuth. If I could oniy im-
p=r the eprec I have thus gaincd by passing
tbraugh- these public cantests, 1 arn sàtisfied'that con-
siderable satisfaction would accrue. As 1 carinot
hitre enter into the harînanizing theory ai scientific
loeowledge wiîh Scripturc, permit me in my own vain.
bling uniclassic way ta makze an banest attcmpt ta, help
your correspondent ta mens and rnethads ai meeting
socalled dangerous infidel atuacks. At the outset let
hitm bc careful neyer ta alw bis sceptir friend ta con
found things that differ, and ina rcturn exorcise the
sare caehiiseif. Tthis is ften donc when lcast cx-
Pecttd and rarcly noticeti by the uns 'killed disputant
Taire the prescrit statementof your carrespondenî's
own difficulty.: Ta tho uninitiated it scets very clealy
ami plainly expressed. But vend it %whib an experi.
eaced dis 'crimination, and you will discover that it
iu!irdrai lemst, if itî,does flot cantound', t*wa, thingb
tuai ought toi be kept widely apart and consr.*cuousiy

Idistinct, becaus 1e they involve the nc=sity of a tatally
different clriss cf exidence as woli as a entiroly dir-
ferent lino af argumnent. Tetotig ne r
1. The question howv schalars explain thre twa days
that ioliow the appoinumenu ai the surn m nior con-
jintiy, ta rule the da y. .d. nighlt, as heing Ptiods of

I t

fime of lorng dara flon. 2. Thse iion wha wcre the
occasion ai m.aising ibis difflculty-the Infadels lra tho
place.

Notice why we mnust deal difTerently wiîh tbesv twa
classes. The first belles-e ln the inspiration of the
lBie, but have a theory af Interpretaîion wbich they
consider mare or lois satisfactoty for harnioniring
thse blosaic account of the creation wlîb the geolagicai
discoveries af the present century. Meeting on tbis
bigla platforin, which as cammon ta both oppanents,
evidence is adduced and accepîc-d svbicb cculd nat bc
justly offcred ta, and certminly would flot bc accepicd
by any intelligent disbeliou-er in divine Inspiration.

WVith the second dlass the infidels it Is eniirely
differeni. If an infidel igrees ta maise bimseli ta tho
Christian platiorm and riccepts the Bible as the
unerrlng Infallbie word af Jehovah, hie at once places
a deadiy weapan ln tho band cf bis appanent, and
puis himself.inta a position tiratlhe cannai refuse cer-
tain evidence, tho logical conclusion af whaich over
tumi, andi sweeps away every known barrier thnt in-
fidelity can taise. But few scepîics, and noa infidel
(tenloss hie fi making experiments or playing with an
unskilied appanent) will taire such a plaîfoin. Whaî
mnust bo dant then ? Oniy ane of two, things. Eiher
iower your standard ta bis, and defend your Bible as
a consistent human production, or cIse Ici tbe infidel
alone. If you would rather camne down ta bis plat.
fann than lase the hope af daing him good, yon mnust
not ledl agrieved ri brving mIsa ta bring dawn your
argument ta the plane af human reaon, and renin-
ber that you stunt yaurselfiIf ever you try ta adduce,
evidence thati k niai in hmnmony wiih the standard
adapted.

Vaut statements af facts as contained ira your
Bible will then bc submitted ta the sanie tests and
treated in the saine mariner anti spirit, andi anly al-
lowed the saine value, as Christians and people gen.
crauiy mlow, ta the rilegeti facts ina thre Bibles af ather
religions, such as the Veda, Zendi-Avesta, Tripitaka
andi Koran.

Having passeti through many a polemical conîasi,
and having stooti many an infidel shock, besides hav-
ing iested many eîaborateîy prep3red theonies afinI.
terpretation, aur experience suggasts that penhapa the
best, thre masi saîislactory, -ad the maîst intelligent
way ta treat the blasaic account of the creation (as
welt as mil ailier Biblical dificulies ta accelit i as it
stands recordeti ini Genesis. Nowhere arc yau me-
quined ta hammorauze it with amy mras theory, or ta
tàke it as your scientiflc text bock, but you are coin-
nsandedta belie:eit as well as many other tbings
that you cah nieitheïr expianý non understand, and
whiichall men,iridet and ' Christ imah ike,: un anhiaously
accepi without questianing. Road that accaunt cane
fully, mediato tapon it earnesily, compare it witb.-other
passages- duig'ienly, .and 'acceja't il unquestioningly.
Truc ibis grounti is flot free front difficulties, but it
contàins fewrer thmn amy position wbicb I rit present
know. Every scepiic and isonest infidel wi!i at once
conlesi thai tbey lay noe claim ta, frccdom front dffil.
culties, or tbat tbey are rible ta explain anc tithe ai
wbaî exisis cverywhiere arounti theni. Na chrampiona
af amy haranonizing ihecry, bowcver, learned, expert.
enced andi giltei bce may be, wilt tell you iliat be bas
na difficulties. Nmy, with ail his ra re abilities anti
wonderfuI ganius, be bumbly confesses ibrit tirere anc
points wbich dely solution. There mary be degrees
ai difficulty. Saine sinati, saine great, santie whicb sit
ligty andi are borne easily, or press beaily andi
wourid badiy. Entire exemption fromn diffculty there
is Donc.

tI meeting the infidel 1 bave always taken ray
stand upon that ground, andi have nover reLquired ta
decline any campanisan.. or dlaim any mmmunhty that
I arn niaI prepared chceenuUy ta allow ta my appa-
tient. Ho santetianes. charges me with ignorance hc-
cause 1 bave not mrade geology a study, aid ativises
me ta, know rny God tbrough'the living book ai nature
ani not tbraugb an effete and canrupt Bible. I krntly
thank, bin for bis ativice, andi ur'besitatingly admit niy
ignorance, bti pleati as an excuse -ibat tbe -book af
thc wanderful cosmos is'so vast, and amy life sa short,
and ti alr duties sa urgent that I finti h impossible ta,
read up ail tlie différerit tepartmaents whiicha people
are kind enougla. ta request me -ta da. I, however,
nover forge ta tell biti that b.e bas. no right ta lante
me forbeinig nq gealagist untit ho corrects himsclf.
1 neyer founti a doubting, stoffing idfadcl yct who a rd
teati tbe rocks injprepia j5ersona. The'y bat invari-
able triken the resuts, of the. investigaitions of.other

men andi wedded thenaselves tq thrir opinions andi
beliels. And sureîy 1 have thre sitmc right ta taire my
Bible an slimple faiîh ant rurt ais hoe bas bii nations
ai gcology. But 1 press the matter further. 1( 1
amn not ta beliovo ira the putity and integrity af the
Bible until 1 c'.4î rend the record brick taoits very
source, then the objecter bas Do night ta îîcp an barrd
any sbip or trust an>' captaîn unitl lie bas personafly
mastereti the laws ai contraction, expansion, dispîrice-
ment, resistance, strength anti 'motion, and until ho
bris exanaîneti the capti an d faunti hut qualifled.
Nor bas bie amy rigbî ta sit ilown ta amy meat until hoe
b s subjecîed ail the elements ta a pnacess ai client-
lsîry in order ta discover wbether tisent may, not lic
poison conceaîcd an thent. litihodoci mothingocfthe
kmnti. Ilo bas implicat con fidence in tIie slrip, captin,
men anti cooks. WVhy iben sbauld 1 not, even in
my Ignorance, recetve niy Bible in simple fith?
Andi so forth ad utfinifuen. Lastly, h prefer niy plat-
arm ta tise harmnonizing ibeory because the formner
neyer requires changing or adjusting, wbîlo thse latter
continuaily docs. Harmnonizing ibearies depcnd ena.
tirely for iheir campietoness an scientific discovery,
andi as scicnce as now lntenscly progressive theories
ai intetpretritian anvented ta meci tbeni must aisa bc
changeti. Airer 1 isail weighed tho evidenco about
tht great age af tho eartb, 1 studacti carelully the bar-
maniting i.lseory propounded by the celebrated Fie
Church dIvýne, the laie Dr. Chalîmers, wbîch was very
simple. He k'ointed oui tisai the Bible ntercly said,
«'In the &heinnng Goti creaieti the heaven and the
carîli," andi suggcsicd tisai ibrt beg'annng- Pught bave
becat untoii rages belote tise creation of vegetablo or
anmaI lite. I lidi aimast concludeti ta modily amy
pîmufotin, but before 1 quite decideti I discovereti that
continued hammening ai tbe rocks hati revealeti (un-
fonîuriately for Dr. Chalmers' theory) lassi ramarras
bclonging ta a perioti many thousand years prior ta
the riccepieti date af the creain. Tisen came a
more exîcnded theary wich regardedeach dmy,not as
tweniy-iour bours but as a j5eriod of lime of vety long
duration. Sa 1 camne ta the conclusion that 1 would
watt, lorthey are sili Isamnrerang awmy, andi i Ie-
quiro ta maire a change 1 wauld like ta adopi tise
vcry laiesi eduion.

But ibai is ot my weightiest reaon for clinging
tg the inîagrity cf *,hc Mosaic accaurat. It would not
takie inuch persuasion ta maire me ridopi the great
liugh biies itrnakable and i ngenious t!reory on
thîà. subjeci. flit wbai about, ailier points. Tise in.
idel tells me ibrit the sun stooti (or raiber tbe carth>
intil the Jews ilUeti a few more Amaiekites. H. wiii
show mc that science bas- revealet datm topiove that
if the eirith stooti but ono minute, the beaut genrartcd
anti collected would, utterly destroy evcr spectes ai
hlile. Thon wbat about the, Trima>', thre cardinal
doctrine af Ch:îsîaanity, anth ie, conception andi bitth
ofithe blessed Jesus. He would want me ta explrin,
tecanctie mnd undersiand ail ibis before 1 belîeved i.
Naw, 1 nover beard any expmamition or saw amy bar-
maaaizing theoty tit %vould satisfy any sceptie or in-
fidel wba took bis stand on the plationna ai humman
reason. 1 bave purposcly refraîn ricin trying ta ne-
maya the banmonîzîng thear>' difficuhi>', praierring ta
leave tis ta thase v<ho have adoptdi . 1 have ratiier
eradeavaured ta give a bîit as ta bow your correspond-
ent sbould demI with scepiics ant ianfidels. I heseecli
bat, ta deat wuth thein genîl>', speair ta then kmradi',
associat ;itb tbem frecly, debate wah ihena hon-
estl>', and ho avril reaca bath thiser beari anti head.

Parisilluth, Ont., 711ne ?71h, .1881. A J.

SOUE FEA TURES 0F THE ASSEMBL Y.

mR. £Di ivi,- The laie Assenibly dad mai promise
ta o nc anio exceptional intercst. Tisere was na
question af overbhadawing importance ta lie dis-
cusseti, nor any matier specially vital ta the Churcir
ta ho legislateti upara, amd yit it as doubtful if ay pire-
viaus Assembly isas gwten the saine dvidence cf thse
power and vitauaîy ai the Cbuitb. lse words af Dr.
Jenirins roundi a ready reponae an the mànds of many
wben, on iaking !cave beforu the aJose, he saii hie
faIt campeiled, ta give expression ta bris feelings, es-
pécially ta the assurance lieo bati of ti presence of
the Spirit ini the Churcli. 1 venture tr' ulank that for
barrnony, eanestcesi, .1 bad ammat saiti tervour,
ibhis Assembly hai s beon remarirabte. No Assembly

abas given sucta clear ovidence ai the aneness af thre

Churcis . Hitherto the miention cf certain questions*sumioaed th e wamr flush quicl<ly ta. its accustonted,
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