RELIGIOUS AND LYITERARY JOURNAL.

47

known that you can join your friends in n soeinl

lags, you will be surroutidod with many companions,
and solicited to drink atovery house, and upon every
geeasion.

Recolloct that no porson over hecome a drunkard
stonco. Foalmost overy cnse the progress is siow
and tispercoptible, and probably no one aver felt the
{oast approhonsion of danger when he began to fall.
But e advances by degrees, aud at overy step his
path becowsos more stoep, and ovecy duy adds nnow
and a strongor link fo the chain that binds him bo-
yond the hope of deliverance.

How many an anwary traveller in our profession
has thus fallea ! and how affectiug to soo n enltivat-
ed mind lose its polish aod &s diguity, brillinnt tal-
cnts clouded, and stcong powers encrvated! 1o see
tho noblost work of the %eity shastered and Taid in
ruins by tho terribfo ageacy of ardent spirit !

Universal tomperenco is incumbent on you, not
maroly 8s cssontially requisita to prasorve your minds
ia that unclouded state, which may render you equal-
1y ablo at all times 1o pronounce on the cases you
may bo called to invesugate, but beenuse it 13 a
virtue winch you will often find it your duty 0 in-
culcate on your patients, and which you will enforee
with but Jittle effect, if it is not rogulaely exempti-
fiod in your own conduct.

Shun, gentloman, the first tomptation which may
sisaml you, and when it shall be once known that
you are inoxorable, yoeur acquaintance will cense
their importuaitics, and noe longer offer you thase wett
moant bug davgerous civilities.

7. Intimately connacted with intomperance is the
practice of gambling ; a vico whiceh, though less com-
mon, is not less destructive 1o tho peace of society,
and to domesuc happiness and virwe,

Let me oxhort you, gentiemen, 1o abstein from all
gamos of chauce, as a practice alike dograding to
you as mea, and inconsistont with the dignity, uud
the high and isportant dutics of your profession.

8. &scouutexmnce and abstain from the practice
of duelling. It is highly ereditable to our profession
that so few of its mesubers have oxposed themnselves
in siaglo cormbat. A fow have exposed themselves,
and some have fallen, and many mere have been
accessury to the crime, by attending the combatants
to thy field, and oxtending to therm surgical aid.

How absurd, how inconsistent it is, for that man
whose pecaliar province, and let we sny privilege it
is 10 preserve file, voluntarily to mingle his blood
with that of his follow !

Nover farget, gentlomen, that you have been this
day reccived as members of the Medical pro-
fessian, have saken upon you its vows, and assmmed
its responuibilities.  You'are ne longer at yourawn
disposal : you ore the property of the profession, of
the publie, and more particularly of that community
who shall give you 2 residence, and copfide to your
hands their lives and health. T tear yoursolf fram
them by an act of self-destruction, would involve 2
vinlation of the highest principles of honour, of gra-
titude, of justice, and of truth.

In all this I say nothing of t~~ obligations which
bind you to your family and frienus—nothmg of yeur
obligatioas to your country and to your Gog. fere
let conseience “decido. And when you bave made
the decision, gontlemen, let your country see that
gou have too kigh a sense of mioral rectitude to em-

rue your hands in buman bloed.  Let the world see
that you have teo much clevation of soul, 100 much
indeperdoace of spirit, to be awed by the clemour
of unpsiucipled men, and induced to yield to this
unhatlowed practice.

Finally, gentlemen, keep constantly in view tho
moral obligations you are under to your patients and
10 the community. Your profession, while it will
$ivo you, if proporly sustained, an extensive influence
in socioty, will preseat you with frequent opportuni-
ties of exerting a controlling power fa private, and
i Circumstances the most important.

Tho moral and religious infuczce of sickness is,
uo doubt, bighly beneficial to ibe best interests of
man, and of socioty. At this time the stoutest heart
is softened, old animosities are forgatten, the nund
tooks back with regret upon the errors of past times
zod extends itself ferward with new and bettr reso-
lutions to tho future; old vices are broken off, and
the mind then, if ever, is open to the convictions of

Tho frequent opportunities you will enjoy of pro-
Inoting gud strengtheving the good resolutions of
Jour patients, and especially.if .suffering . under the

consequences of vicious conduet, ought never to bo
ucglected.  Your counsel and reproof will bo listened
w with respect, and received ns tokens of friendship,
whegover they aro imparted st proper sersons, anid
evineo o sincese interest n the welfare of the mdivi-
dunl to whom they are addressed.

You will sometimes be made the dopositary of so-
crets, awd such, too, us deeply canrcern the happiness
of families, snd tho woelfars of soviety. W ;mtovm'
you thus receive, ‘)feuervo wviolalilo,

You will often have it in your power to provent
family diseorst, and to heal fumily feuds.  You will
hold the reputation of many iu your heuds,  ln such
eases, it will bo your duty to throw the mantle of
charity oves the frailties of human nature, nud 1o
do ta others as you would that they should do to you.™

Thus armed with the panoply of virtue, we fear
ot to bid you go.  Go, gentdesen, entor tho abodes
of wrotchedness and distresy, and while you dispense
the posvers of the healing art, forget not to romfort
the uching hoart, to calin the keaving breast, and to
wipe away the toar of sorrow.  Let the widow, aad
the orphian, find in you n.%uido and protector; the
youth, a bright exainple of moral virue; and the
aged, 5 staff to sustuin him in hisdecrepitudo,  And
whon each of you, ufter a tong 3ifo of sminent services,
shall have sunk o the grave, nay the travefier who
passes by, point to your tomb and sny,—There Hes
the dust of an Renest man, one wholoved truth, was
Just 1o the poor, was pure, kind and courteous; reve-
red the sabbath, discountenanced infidelity, reproved
drunkenness, gambling, and duelling, and practised
and enforced all the moral virfues.
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MISCELLANY.

ANCIENT OFFERINGS.

Gen. iv. 3—~Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an
affering unto the Lord.

To offor to the seurce afnll our comfarts the first
fruits of the herbage, and'of thy different kinds of
grain and fruits, was the practice of mankind from
the beginning. The earliest instance of these obla-
tions in record is that of Cain, the cldest Son of the
first groat Husbandmas, who doubtless followin,
paternal precedent, brought of the fruit of the grounﬁ
an offeving unto the Lord.  Thus the Jows conse.
crated the first fruits of their oil, their wine, and their
wheat; and, by Divins institutien, whatsoerer epened
the womb, whother of man or of beast, was sacred
to the Lord.  This same custom prevailed among
the Gentiles, who, when they had gathiered in their
fruits, offored solemn sacrifives with thanks to God
for his blessiugs.  According te Porphyry, an anci-
et fostival was apnually celebrated at Athens, 10
the honour of the Sun, ir which the simplicity of
the offerings resembled the practice of the first ages.
Consecrated grain was carried about, in which the
kernels of olives were wrapped up togother with
figs, all kinds of pulse, oaken leaves, with acorns,
and cakes composed of the mmeal of wheat and barley,
hiezped up in a pyramidal form, allusive to the beams
whickh ripencd the grain.—Rurder.
~Thosacrifices of God are abiroken Spirit: a broken
aad 8 contrite beart, O God, thou wit rot despise.

Psax. 51, 17,

TRANSLATION OF ENOCH.
Gon, V. 23.—God took him,

Border says, the followiug singular tradition may
ossibly have some referenco 1o the translation of
Snoch; *the Hulmacks, amoag other idals, warshi

in a pecoliar manuer ons, which thoy call exacamuni.
They say that four thousand years ago, he was only
a soverewgn Prince in [odia; {nt, oa account of his
upparallelod sanctity, Gud had taken him up to
heaven alive."-~Von Straklenberg.
il cnnd

Taz AEAVENLY INBABITANTS.~-After the excel-
lencs of the place, consider the nableness of the in-
habitants ; whose number, whose sanctity, whose
riches and boauty exceed all of which it is possiblo
to coucsive. What can there bo more admirablo,
or what, if well considered, ean excito so great as-
tonishment ! And if ohe of those benevelent
spirits, although it bo the miost inferior of there, be
moro besutifid to bohold, thuw the whole of this vis-
ible warld : what would it'bé to see’so groata nurm-
ber of beautiful spirits, 2hd'bekbld thair pérfection
tud the offices they f0} ! There the angéls discourss,
the archunpelsserve, ‘he principalities triwinph, and

humble souls rejoice, tie suthorifiesrule; the virtues

glisten, and throgossparkle, thecherubin shine, and
seraphs burn, and sing praises 10 God.  And if
the company and jutercaurse of thoso good beings is
so sweot and yo aminbloy what wou&f tt ho to have
intorcourse thero with all the goud, to speak with the
apostler, to converso with tho praphets, with the
martyrs, and with all the chesen?  And if it bo so
great 2 xlory to enjoy sho company of the good, what
will it be 10 enjoy the company and presonco of Him,
to whom the merming stars sing praises, at whose
beauty the sun nnd moon wonder, und beforo whom,
the angels nnd sovereign spivits of heaven kneel
dowan! What will it ?m to behold the Universal
Gaad, in whom is all good 7 What, te beholy that
greater world, in which aro alt worlds 7 And what
to behold Him, whe being one, is at the same time,
every thing ; wud whe, in knawing the most simple
prefection, ombraces all prefections.— Spanisk work.

In Roscron, in the south of Ireland, walking in
the ficlds one ovening. I observed alittlo girl wich-
sug clothes which were drying ; while she rend in a
hook. I asked what book do you read? “The
Bible, Sir.” 8o you nrofoud of reading the Bible—
*1 am, Sir." Where did you learn to read the
Bible! «In the Sumday Schosl.” In what book
are you reading now? «The book of Job.* Tu
other questions satisfactory answers were retarned.
Sometuno after I was calfed oun to visit a sick pecson,
aud I was groatly struck at finding my littie Sunday
Scheol friend sinking under & rapid dectwo.  She
bad lenrned the grand outlines of %mpc! doctrins,
what we calt the plan of salvation, but she hud uot
oltained the consolations of refigion. She was en-
couraged to look for these, and she soon shtained
them, and continwed in possession of them till hes
last hour. Observe the preress w—the Sunday
Schootled herto she Bible—the Biblo led her to Jesus
Christ, and Jesus Christ ted ker to hoaveu.
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In a tate Sunday Schoof oxamination, the teacher
meatloned that direction of the wise man, * Buy the
truth oud sell it nor.” He remarked that ho that
huys the teuth makes a good bargain; and enquired,
if any of them recollected any instance in Scriptore
of abied bargain ? I do, replicd a boy, Esau wade
2 bad bargain when he sold kis bisthright for o me.s
of pottags. A second said, “Judas made a bud
bargain, when lis sold his Lorg for thirty pioces of sil-
ver.” A third said, ¥ Our Lord tells us that he
makes a bad bargain, who, to gain the whole world,
lases his own soul.” Sunday Sehool imstruction goes
farther atill ; in meny cases it renews the heare and
life.{ Sunday Sck. Mag.

When we feel & strong desiro to thrust our advice
upon athers, itis usually because we suspeet thes
weakness: but we ought rather to suspect our own.
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The young fancy that their follies are mistaken
by the old, for happiness: and the old fancy tha
their gravity is mistaken bythe young, for wisdam.
And yet each are wrong in supposing this of the
othor. The misapprehension is mutual, dut I shatt
not atterapt to set either of them right, because their
respective error is reciprecally consolotary to both,
1 would not be 5o severo on the old, as the livety
Freackman, who said, that if they were fond of giv-
ing good sdvice, it was only because they were no
longer abile to set a bad example; but for their owg
sake, 00 less than of otaers, I would recommesd
cheerfulness to the old, in the room of sasterity,
knowiag that hesviness is much more ofien synoni-
mous with iguorance, than gravity viith wisdom.—
Cheerfulness ought to be the viaficum vite of the e
life to the old; age without choorfulness, is a Lap-
lacd wiater without 2 sun ; and this spirit of cheer-
fulness ehould be encouraged in our youth, if we
would wish to have the henefit of it in our old ago;
time will make a g{cnemus wins reore mettow ; but
it will turs that which is early on {he fret, 1o vinegae.
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ExaMsXE CARZFULLY BEFORE Y0U PECIDE.~The
only secrot I have found to prevent the evils of fife,
s, to do nothing without having well examsined be-
forehand in what we ase going toembark, Inmost
things we undertake the beginnings, are agreeable :
they seduce us, but we should think of the end.—
They gro pathsstrewed with fitwyers., Whers thyse
paths lead 16 ia the rost imporiant questionwwmDob-
san's Petrarch, Ve mn o
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