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per cent. more now,

In my own case, after draining a picce
of wretched pusture, T pared and burned
it, and for the last twenty-four years it
has yielded abundant crops of wheat,
mangolds, beans. clover, &e.

T conld greatly xnuluplv these instances
of the individual and national advantages
of passing from a pastoral to a mixed
arable husbandry, but it is unnecessary,
for it is so obvious that none can doubt
it who read Mr. John C. Morton’s ela-
horate prize essay * On Increasing our
Supplies of Animal Food,” vol. x, p. 341,
Royal Agricuitural Society’s Journal.—
Ay _/rwullluul Gazette.

It wonld cost 50

CONDITION OF THE CROPS
TITROUGIHOUT THIS UNITED

STATES IN OCTOBER, 1868,

Whear.~The full promise of the
early summer has not been realized in
the wheat harvest.  ‘The increase of arex
over that of last year, in its eflect upon
the ageregate production, is nearly
neutr.lh/ul bs a small diminution in some
of the prmup.ll wheat-growing States, in
the yield per acre; so that the incrense
in the total quantity, as shown by our
October returns, is scarcely more than
three per cent., and that is  obuined
mainly from the Puacific coast.

The progress of wheat culture west-
ward is somewhat remarkable, and its
history is not altogether unlike that of
cotton, in its occupanty of new lands,
and dheir desertion after a few years’ use,
not indeed to grow up in sedge or forest,
but to be laid down in grass or employed
in a more varied range of production.
Not only does it ge with population
westward, but its movement is in an
aceclerating  ratio, yielding results in
bushels to each inhabitatant smpnsm"
to eastern farmers.  Thus has the terri-
tory between the Missippi river and the
Pacific ocean, which in 1859 yielded
about 25.000.000 of bushels, hurvested
about 63,000,000; while the country
east of the Missippi, with its accession of
population and wide distribution of agri-
cultural implements, has made no in-
crease, as a whole, a few of the western
States havely making up the defficiency
suffered in Virginin and Kentucky. It
is a remakarble fact that & region which
nine years ago produced only one-seventh
of the wheat in the country, now supplies
nearly ouc-third of it. A similm pro-
gress in another decade w.a carvy the
centre of wheat production beyound the
Mississipi, and were it possible for the
Pacific coast again to quadruple its yield,
that distant wheat field will give a larger
product than the aggregate production of
the United States in 1830. Well may
the East imagine the supply of bread-

stufls dovle.lsmg, 'md n.mn.nll\v vnou"h
the west may deem their harvests «ro)d-
en; but when twenty more years s shall
pass and the virgin soils of "California
shall be dc\pollul of their fatness, and
their yield shall be reduced to ten or
twelve bushels per acre, where will the
spoiler go for new wheat fields to ruin?

The averages for Qctober appear to
show s decrease i production in Maine,
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Comee-
ticut, New Jersey, North Carolina, South
Cuarolina, ()(’Ol‘"l.l, Alabama, and Texas,
the latter h:n‘iug only halt a crop. The
other States iudicate an increase, in most
of those east of the Mississippi very slight ;
in Minnesota, 13 pev cent.; in lowa, 6
in Missouri, 8; in Nebraska, 13; in
Kansas, 233 and in California, 25 per
cent.

Many places in differeut parts of the
country, especially in Maryland and Wis-
consin, report a dls.q)pomtmenb in the
vield of grain in threshing.  The disap-
pomtment, ho\v(,\'er, is somt.tmms in the
other direction, as in the following case :

Erie county, Ohio.—From C\temlcd
observations, after threshing of wheat
had been more general, I h:u'c made in
this return the average higher, as I am
borne out in the larger estimates, and the
quality of the wheat is Dbetter than last
year, )

The following items illustrate the tenor
of muny reports in favored districts :

Brown county, Minnesota—"Threshing
commenced three weeks ago ; wheat will
average 26 bushels to the acre  This is
above the average for the last five years
The grain was “all put in the stack in
good “order and the quality is good.

Winneshiek county, lowa. —Wheat will
average full 23 bushels in this county,
some as high as 35 to 38, and but a few
go under 20.

Bates county, Missouri.—There never
was a better crop of wheat havvested in
our country. Some ficlds went as high
as 35 bushels per acre, and one 37, and
this in a region where it was said wheat
could not be grown profitably until the
Yavkee invaded the country.

Me Cracken  connty, Kentucky.—~Qur
crops will probably average one-fourth
better that usual.

Coryell county, Texas.—The grasshop-
pers made their appearance yesterday,
in vaste numbers, and if they con-
tinue with us as long as they did last fali,
there will be another entire failure of
wheat. The prospect was never more
favorable for wheat sowing than now, if
it were not for the grasshoppers.

Oats.—This crop is light in the east-
ern, middle, and southern Atlantic States;
is not a full average in Michigan, Wis-
consin, and Jowa; in the other States

the product is above the average, the
largest increase being 21 per cent. in Ne-
braska.

geicultues t"sr ilohu %rofm.

In Wisconsin the deficiency is-

383

9 per cent. Our Green county corres-
pondent says; ¢ The oat crop of this
vicinity has been considered alinost a
certainty, but owing to very hot weather
Just as the oats were bhegining to fill, tho
crap was materially injulc(l Fields that
bid fair from 40 10 75 bushels per acre,
when harvested, actually produced from
20 to 30, From many inquiries, I have
heard of but one fiekl producing over 30
bushels per acre.  As 2 whole, the crop
has been quite as Jurge as that of last
vear.”

RyE, in most of the States, is marked
by figures very similar to those which
show the relasive products of oats.

Barruy.—~The barley crop is some-
what deficient iu Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois,
Wisconsin, and in most of the Atlantic
States. It will searcely make so large
an aggregate in bushels as last year.

Cony.—Considerable i injury from frost
is reported in northern Indiana, Hlinois,
Iowa, and more northern latitudes. In
some portions of Jowa an estimate of
two-fifths of soft corn is made. From
southern Indiana, southern Ohio, West
Virginia, and  Penusylvania, come com-
plaints of immaturity in consequence of
wet weather, and few accounts of injury
from drought ave received. No general
or very severe droughts have heen report-
ed.  The high temperature of July was
favorable to the growth of corn, but the
unusual cooluess of the later summer
gave a sudden and injurious check at the
critical period of earing, resulting in late
ripening, smut, and other evidences of ab-
normal conditions, Yet the acreage is
andeniably large in most of the States,
and nowhere is there very serious failure.
The total product will be, therefore, not
what was hoped in the early secason, or
what is needed for a country with a rap-
idly increasing population, but a some-
what larger quantity than last year,
which was a season peculiarly adverse to
corn production. A good crop should
execed one thousand millions of bushels.
Last year’s production was little more
than three-fourths of that quantity, and
the present, though not vet fully harvest-
cd, and the material for a final estimate
returned, does not promise to reach that
figure by 10 or 15 per cent.

Cotrox.—The area in cotton is some-
what less than last year; its culture has
been better; the preparation for planting
more complete s and labor more rvfrnhr
and reliable, asa gencral rule. Enrly
the season the promise was fine; serious
losses have of late been incurred. however,
principally from depredations of the cot-
ton caterpillar, or army worm, which
have proved more general and severe in
Georgia than elsewher e, very troublesome
in portions of Alabama and Mississippi,
and somewhat prevalent in the Carolinas
and in Arkansas. Ieavy rains in Ten-
nessee apd the south-west have caused



