
248 ~FEDERArJION, ANNEXA TION, OR INDEPENDENC'Ez

to a scheme* recently propounded by
a number of English mianufacturers,
by which. it is proposed that England
should discriminate in favour of food
products imported f rom bier colonies1>y admitting tbemn f ree, while placirng
a duty on those iînported from for-
eign countiies ; the colonies, at the
same time, reciprocating, by admittingy
British mnanufactures at a ptîrely tle-
venue taritl: Whethier suchi a scherne
as this is practicallv workablewithout
a larger and more complete union, miav
be doubtful ; but the promnulgation of
it, at least, sbews the growing nieed
that is feit for somne commiiercial union
between England and bier colonies as
being a necessity to British tra(le. A
commercial union woulcl re(1uire a
unity of action in regard to tariffa. If
England placed a duty upon certain
articles coming from foreign countries,
Canada would have to impose a simi-
lar duty, or otberwise these articles
couldbe imported through Canada and
thus avoid the English duty, and vice
rersa. This commercial union then
would necessitate, to a great extent at
least, a similar fiscal policy throughiout
the Empire. No changres in the policy
could be made in one part of the Em-
pire without affecting every other part.
Fiscal uniform ity would necessitate
a central governing body to di-
rect andl assimilate its policy ; and
this body to be in biarmony with the
various p)arts of the Emipire could only
be a reprcsm~tative body elected by
the people ; such an one, in fact, as
I have described as the new Imperial
Farlis me.at

A federation of the British Empire
seerns to meet the reciprocal wants
and needs of England and bier colonies.
By it Canada would obtain that voice
in the matters of lier supreme legisla-
tion which. mnust ultimately be a
necessity to bier, while England would
have the necessary control over ber
Canadian sulbjects. The unsettled

The details of titis schemne were recentIy
ublisihed in the Toronto.Ala 11.

lands of Canada offer homes foi- the
thousands of Great Britain, who are
annually driven out by the ever-in-
creasing pressure of population; while
the stream of immnigration, increased
and directed by Iruperial power, is the
fertilising influence that is required to
buil up) (anadian wealth andl pros-
perity. The great wheat-growing
lands of the colonial possessions are
capable of suîpýllving- food to the
millions of the firitish lsIes, while
tîten' (levelolment and peop>ling wvould
afford an ever-g rowing market for the
manufactures of England. Thiis, as I
conceive it, is the true ' National
Policy '-a policy iii which. the people
Of England are not lesa interested
than are the peop)le of Canada-a
policy which would reciprocally confer
streingtb, wealtb, and happiness. Does
it not seem that we in Canada would
do well to bend Our energies towards
the carrying out of this Pol icy 1 Woul
it not be our igbhest wisdom to en-
deavour to esta'blislî sucb a political
systemn as that this country, as it;
grows, will ultimately become an
integral parît of the British Empire ?
-ultimately, perhaps, the greatest
part. The chief weakness of the
colonial systein of England is that it
provides nothing for the growtb of the
national spirit in lier colonies. A
colony-no mnatter bow small it may
be, or how great it may become-still
reinains to England a colony. For
the small as for the great, the onlY
recognised officiai channel of con-
munication is tbrough the Governor
in correspondence with the Colonial
Secretary ; the onîy representation Of
colonial interests in tbe Imper'iRI
Huse is iii the person of the Colonial
Secretary. As pointed ont before,
sucb representation as tbis utterlY
fails to give the colony a proper voiCe
in legislation affecting it. As the
nati onal spirit of tbe country grows-
as the country becomes wealtby and
populous-it is ahsolutely necefsarY
tbat sbe sbould bave a voice in ber'
sul)reme legislation. Would any 01"i
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