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I. 'Vihe attaclis of free thouiglit wvere uîîidouibtely file occasion auîd Lite
iinmiiediate cause of thie apologetie, works wliichi they called forthi,-works.
wvhicl hiave gyraditally bilt up atid wbichi forii to-day ani impregnable de-
fonce to the Christian faith. It was th&a-,ttaülks of Lucian, Celsuis, l'or-
phyry, Julian, 1-lierocles and other inlidel writers -whielh called oit in de-
fonce the splendid works of Aiubrose and Jeromne, Eusebitns and Apollinartis
Cyril, Justin Martyr, Augrustine andl many otbers. The, onslamyght of?
Deisin was hiirled backe by apologetic works of Locke, Browne, I3entley, Tili-
dtson, Gardner, Conybeare aud Warburton, and more especially by thost'
worlis of enduring worthi, farniliar I ain suire, to many of you-thie En%-
dlences of iPaley and thec Aîialogry of B3utler, Nvichl rise above, their content-
l)oraries as yon inounitain towers above thie plain beneatb. So, too, iii thev

cas o Geinn Rtinalsrit wvas Bauier's attack on thec early origin of! th.t

Gospels tliat led lischendorf to wvrite " Wheni were otir Gospels Writtein?"I
Wliei the irreverent "JLeben Jesu"* of Strauiss wvas first issiied somle men arglied
tliat it sbioulà be suppressed by law, buit Neaifder said "No, we'll answer it,'
and aiimver it lie did iii bis imperishable I-istory of file Christian Chiurelh;
and following iii bis footsteps bias corne tile splendid schools of iurtz anid
G-xiesier, of Lîange and Tholeck and Dornier, wlose works seelz to ha,,riinonizn
ripasonl anid faithi, and are equally rnarked by great erudfitioni, enthuisiastie
loYaly to trtith and fervent piety. Sncbl workzs as these are a contribuitioni
to Christiani literatuire, a imans of inistrucitioni iii Christian trtbf, a solientf
of! tie perpjlexities of Christians.-if an a cvapoln of defenicebotb of tlie present.
alff the fuitiure, and Nve owe flic production of tbciei to tlic attacks of friw
thouiglît.

11i. Ua-ztiona.lismi bias 1-argely destroyed superstition. ITt were longr to poia
ouit theI i)re'aleiice of suiperstition 111 l;o Ilite iiddlle of file cighlteeuitb ce-
tuiry. Tlie exaa<7eratioii of the ny sterions, flic belief in magic, in sorcery.
iii %.iteliera-ft, in -charins, in alchenuy andf astrology was onice weIl-niglî iiîii-
versai. Thisýýsuper-stitioii led at times to epideiules of. terrorism Suchi as tht'
dancingr inania of the Netheriands, te l3iancbeli aiff the Flagellants. Tlwe
fear enavgffdered hy these heliefs causcd a constant and almost ilicaltulabIt
ainlounlt of sufferinay, os pecially to women andf children. Worsc than this.
it led to the judficiai inurder of thouisands of people suspected of sorcery.
At Totilotise 400 of these were putt to deati ini a singçle day. Iu the snil
town of T.re-ves 7,000 victiniis of this accusation were burnied to deatli. Suicli
., atisties I)iit easily bO multiplied]. What lias deli-eered uls froin thes
dibgradiing fears an(] stili more degyradig cruelties ? Christianiit a
f<iundcde( partly on a belief iii thie supernattiral. Superstition is an exaggrer-
ation of this belief. For Christianiity to attfack it, moul seemn to the ignor-
ant of those days to be attack-iig its own foundation. This service iras

310


