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Road Construction.
By A. M' CAMbEipv.i., Cominissioner cf Highwaya.

G t)l >1 roads arc o(f vastiv mloreimportance t<t the (leveiop-G ment of ait' cotuntry. titan is
cotu ttoifly attribtm te

thetît. A vague imupressionI prevails
titat railway.. have snipercedLd them,
and that se far as indtstriai, coin-
mnierciai atol social progress is con-

Appian way. ami those other great
iigbways over which the commerce of
lier colonies i)asse<, the art of road-
mnaking lias been mnaterially changed.
'rhese oid roads were-and many oi
theni stili reilajt-masses of rock anti
miasonry severai feet in thicknless. The
necessity o(f this great depth ai miateriai

A wetl-built hroken stofle road near Cartetn Place.

cernied. t he candi tion o>f t hc cool ooil

road i.. of littic censequence. A more
inde fen sihie position cotild flot lie

taken. Railways inean. ahove ail,
further (levelopment. and thiat develop-
tuent detnatds tite iniprevenient af
ceuintry roads as feeders te the rail-
way. anti fer communication with.the
adjacent ceuntry. Every nation ihat

has achieved suprenulacy bas heen a
i)uil(ier ai roada. Geed roads are net
mierely an indecx of, but a meanq
towards national greatnesa.

Since the days whetî Rome built the

lias beeti(latte away with by the very
%imiple discovery-s'et one which is
stiil but tardily accepted-that the
nattiral soil. if kept dry by drainage.
wili stisport atty iead. As contrastej
witb ait ;eiit metbeds. tbe keynote of
modernu roadmaking is draintage. botil
surface anti cleep drainage..

A gond cauntry road baa two weil-
defined features. Tbeae are

ft.) The fetîtudatietu of naturai soil
over wbicb the road pasaca, and whicb
mulit bc kept strong eneugbf by drain-
age ta support net only the weight of
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