The Quest,

B FUDOKRA S BWEMSLOPAD,

THERY oftee Wtz yestleag hoy
Who dwelt in s hatae by the sea,
Where the water duneed for joy
And the wind was gladd and fiee :
But ho said, *“Good mother, Oh ! letmogo
For the dullest place in the world, I know,
Ix this little brown houss,
This old brown house,
Under the apple tree.

“ T will travel east and wesb ;
The lovoliest homes I’ll seo;

And when I have found the best,
Dear mother, I’ll come for thee,
I'll come for theo in a year and a day,
And joyfully then we'll haste away

From this little brown house,
This old brown house,
Under the apple tree.”

So he travelled here and there,
But never content was he,
Though he saw in lauds most fair
The costliest homes there be,

He something missed from sea or sky,
Till he turned again, with o wistful sigh,
‘To the little brown hLouse,

The old brown house,
Under thoe apple-tree,

Then the mother saw and smiled,
While her heart grew glad and free,
‘¢ Hast thou chosen a home, my child ?
Ab, where shall we dwell 2” quoth she.
And he said, ‘“Sweet mother, from cast to
west,
The loveliest home, and the dearest and best,
Is a little brown house,
An old brown house,
Under an apple-tree.”

LESSON NQTES.
FIRST QUARTER.
STUDIES IN LUKE.

B.C. 4) LESSON V, [February 2
JESUS BROUGHT INTO THE TEMPLE.
Luke 2, 25-35. Memory verses, 29-32,
GoLpex Text,

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the
glory of thy people Isracl. Luke 2. 32.

T, —B.C. 4.

Prack.—Courts of the temple.

Rurirs.—~Same as beforo,

CoxxrcriNg Livks.—The beautiful scene
which is descnibed in to-day’s lesson, follows
in the sacred record imucdiately after the
nucrative of the appearing of the angels to
the shepherds,  Jdight Jays after a Jewish
boy wasg born, he was formally introduced
iuto the Jewish Church, and it was the
custom for his mother on this occasion to
offer a sacrifice in the temple. A poor
wotnan was allowed to sacrifico a pair of
turtle doves or two young pigeons. Richer
ladies made larger and costlier sacrifices.
Mary's offering is one of the evidences of
the poverty of the parents of our Lord.

ExeravNaTIoNs, —T'he Consolation of Isracl
—Pious Jews often referred to the great
Prince whom their prophets had lead them
to expect as the Consolation of Isracl. So
common was the phrase that it passed into
an oath, so that the Jews who were not so
pious swore by it—Let me sce, or let me
never see, the Consolation, if so and 8o be
not true.  The Lord's Christ—That is, the
Lord’s chosen one. We cannot too often
remember that Christ is not & proper name,
like Smith or Jones; but the phrase Jesus
Christ is Jesus the Messizh, Jesus tho
chosen One, just as we might say, Garfield
the president. Came by the Spirit He
was divinely led.  The custom of the law
—That custom was to present the babe to
the Lord, and then redeem him, or buy him
back, from the Lord by paying five shekels,
a3 well as to offer the sacrifice already men-
tioned. Marvelled ~No wonder these two
good people were astonished nt the surpris-
ing_events which followed each other in
rapid succession. Fall and vising again—
Jesus was to be the Saviour of Israel, but
he must overthrow all their previous con-
ceptions of salvation. A sword shall picrec
—Shall strike.

sprons 1or Houe Spum,
Lo Someon, vs, D307,
{u what «ity Jxd Smeon Hye ¥
Wheat s ~ael of b character 7
For wlew was he wating s
Wt revelation was made to him?
By whom was this vevelation made 7
To whut plue was he guided, and by
whowm 7
What promise of e guidanee have we ?
Prav. 3. 6.
2 The Child Josns, v, 27-32,
Wha was brought mto the temple?
For what purpose was Jesus brought?
What ollering did the law require?
ver, 24,
What did Sticon do with tho child *
What did he say be was now willing to
do?
What had he been permitted to sco?
To whom could the Saviour prove a
blessing (Golden Text,)
3. Mary, the Mother, vs, 33-36,
How did the words of Simaeon oftect
Marvy?
What did Simeon say to her about the
child ?
Whaut about sorrow to herself ?
When did this great sorrew como to
AMary? See John 19, 25,

Tie Lestox CATECHISM.

1. Who was Simeon? *“A just and de.
vout man, waiting for Chiist’s coming.”
2 Under what inlluence did he spak
*“The Holy Ghost was upsn him.” 3. What
reason did Sumeon give for his veadiness to
depart® ¢ Mine cyes have scen thy salva-
tion.” 4 How did Simeon describe Jesus
“ A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the
glory of thy people Isracl” 5. \What did
Simeon prophesy to Mary? < That a
sword should pierce her soul.”

Docrriyar Svaaestion, —The univer-
sulity of redemnption.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS.

8. How did the angels bear witness to
hitn ?
By singing praises to God at his birth,

and by sending the shepherds to find the.

child Jesus in & manger at Bethlehem,
9. What witness did the wise men of the
East bear ?
Beiug led by o star to the house where
:]l.le infant lay, they came and worslipped
im,

A.D. 8] LESSON VI, [Feb. 9
CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH OF JESUS,

Luke 2. 40-52. Mermory verses, 49-32,

GoLpex TexT.

Jesus inereased in wisdom and stature, and
in favour with God and man. Luke 2. 52,

Troste. —A D. 8.

Prack.—In and near Jerusalom,

RuLers. —Emperor Augustus at Rome ;
Herod Antipas in Galilee,

Conxroring Lisks.—After the eireum-
cision of Jesus and his presentation in the
temple, Joseph and Mary returned with him
to Nazareth,  Our lesson tells how he grow
for twelve years, and what then occurred.

Exrranarions. —@rew—His body grew in
vigorovs health,  Wazed strony—His will
and decision of character were noticeable,
and his intelligence and vigorous wisdom
were marked by the neighbours,
God—Personal excellence. The sweet graco
of the spint of God made him lovablo,
Every year—Every male Isvaclite was bound
to go to the templo once a year, and many
pious people behaved women should go also.
Twelve years old—At thus age Jewish chil-
dren took a new step in their religious
ttaaning ; something like the confirmation
of the Roman Catholic Church was admin-
istered to them. Zarried behind—It seems
that the children genorally travelled to
gether in the caravans of Galilean pilgrims,
and it is not strango that Joseph and Mary
lost sight of Jesus for three or four hours,
In the midst of the doctors—In the temple,
wmong the wise men, Lhy jather—This
was the oply possible mauner in which
Mary could speak to her son of Joscph.
Notice what a singular contrast occms in
the noxt phrase, when ho tells her ho must
be about his Father's business. Subjer? unto
thrm ~The ouly perfect chiled that thoe world
hias ever seen Was o nodel of submission to
his parente. Koot all these sayings in her
heart - No other woman ever had such
wonders to brood over, Incrcascd in wisdom
—His beautifut dovelopment up to twelve
went peaccfully on, after the incidents given
in this lesson, to munhood.  1is vouth con-

HOME AND ScHOOI,

Grace of

tineed in a netural, normnl increase of
every thinyg that s heantital in body, mind,
and <o),
Qe satony ror Howe Sy,
L Tath 1% mple  vs 1012,
What is said of the growth of the child
Jesus?
Whose favour 1ested on him
To what city 1id lus r‘m’"t‘ joarney ?
For what purpose did they yox
What didf the passover recall? Exod, 12,
1114,
Who were required 1o attend it?  Evod,
23, 14, 15,
At what age did Jesus fivst go wp to this
feast?
2 In the Tomple, va, 43-60,
When did Juseph and Mary start home-
wavd ?
Who of their company was missing ?
\\'hur(_\ did they suppose Jesus to be?
II(l)\}' far Jid they go bofore seoking for
i Y
\Whore then did they go in seaveh for him 2
How long was it until.thoy found him?
Where did thoy find lnm, and how en.
goged ?
What did the doclors think of him?
What did his parents think when they
saw him ?
What did Mary say to him ?
What answer did he make ?
How woll did they understand him ?
3. Inthe Home, vs. 51, 52,
Wihero dud Jesus go with his parents?
What shows that he was an obedient
child ?
What treasure did Mary keep, and where?
What is said of Jesus's growth? {(iollen
Text.)
Tur Lrssox CATEOISM.

1. How did Jesus grow in boyhood?
¢ Strony in spirit, wisdom, and grace.” 2,
When he was twelve years old, where did
his parents take him?¥ **To the passover
feast in Jerusalem.” 8. After they had lost
him, where did they find him?® ~ “In the
temple, in the midst of the doctors, study-
ing the Scriptures.” 4, What did Mary
say * ¢ Thy father and I have sought thee
sorrowing.” 5. How did Jesus veply?
“ Wist yo not that I must Lo about my
Father’s business?” 6, How did Jesus
grow in young manhood? * He increased
in wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and man,”

DoorriNanL SucarsTioN, —Growth in
grace,

CaTECHISM QUESTION.

10. What honour did Simeon do him in
the temple?

Simeon was assured that he shounld seo
the Saviour beforo he died; and paid honour
to Jesug by taking him in his arms, and ac.
kuowledging him to be the Churist.

The Mountain of Lebanon.

Tue grand feature of the geography
of Syria is the two parallel chains of
Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon.  The
word Lobanon signifies ¢ white moun-
tain."  The nawne is supposed to be
derived from the whitish appearance
of the mountain, caused by the re-
flection of the light from its rocky
surface. In sumwmer snow is found
only in the ravines. The views of
the mountain from below and above
ave exceedingly different. From below
the vegetation of the terraces is not
seen, so that the whole mountain-side
appears as if composed only of im-
niense rugged masses of naked, whitish
rock, severed by deep, wide ravines,
TFrom above, the tops of the terraces
are seen, all green with corn or strag-
gling vines, or the dark folinge of the
mulberry.,  The steeper banks and
ridges have their forests of pine and
oak, while far away down in the bot-
tom of the glens, and round the villages
and  eastellated convents, ar. large
groves of olives. The glory of Leban-
on in ancient days was its magnificent
forests of cedar., These, though im.
mensely diminished, have not yet dis.
appeared.
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TEACHERS
BIBLES

REMARKABLY CHEAP,

re——

e e

‘Litesk Bibles contain all the Helps usu.
ally found in o Teschor's Bible, ineluding
Concordance, Subject Indox, Dictionary of
Proper Nanies, Maps, ote,

Oxford Bible, No, 051 yd. (with

leaf indox), Poarl, 16 mo., French

moroeco, yapped, sizo 63 x4%. .. $1 50
Bagster Bible, No. 609, Ruby

type, French wmoroceo, yapped,

size BN i, 220
Collins Bible. No. 463 (w.th leaf

index), Ruby, 18 mo., sizo 63x 43, 2 00
Oxford Bible, No. n¢41 yd., Ruby

typo, Persian morocco, Indinnpaper,

size Gy x4} .oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee., 300

Name in gold letters if desired
(included in above prices).

FOR 5 CENTS
WE WILL, SEND,
Post Pald,

The PILGRIM ALMANAC

FOR BIBLE SEARCHERS.

FOR i2 CENTS
THE GREAT

Specches of Ton. J. B. Finch

FOR 50 CENTS
A Sample Copy of the New

"CANADIAN HYMNAL”

A New Dialogue Book.

GOOD TIMES.

A BOOK OF
Dialoguss for School Entertain-
ments,

12mo., paper, 104 pages.
Price 25 cents.

SEND 25 CENTS

And we will send, Post Paid, a copy of
The NEW SONG,

“GALL YE FOR MEN.”

WORDS BY
L. A. Morrison,

Finely tinted lithograph cover.

Music ny
Clarence Lucas,

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

20 o 33 RicuMoxnp St. WisT
AND
30 70 36 TEMPERANCE Sr., ToRrONTO.

C. W, COATES, Montreal, Que.

S. I, HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.




