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]?ELWOUS AN.D ONII? LIBERTY IN THE -1'ýRÂNVAÀL.

.H1e political kaleidoscope
h as undergone soi-e re-

~~inarkable changes dur-
D~< ing the past year, and

S the end is not yet. We
have had in rapid suc-
cession the war between
China and Japan, tlie

Nicaraguan incident, the Venezuelan dis-
pute involving the friendly relations prev-
iously existin- betveen the UJnited States
.and G;reat Britain, and then a new phase
,of the everlasting Egyptian question iii the
proposed re-coniquering of the Soudan.
.All thiese political disturbances %vere-and
still are-fraught wîith consequences of
-the gravest iniport to the civilized %vorld,
-for every one of themi threatened to pro-
duce international com;.li cations that
wiould plunge Europe, and perhaps
Anierica, into that awful struggle, so long
expected, so rnuch dreaded, and so,
seermngly inevitable. Ail these difficul-
tics wvere as a liftie spark by which a ruin-
-%reaking conflagration xight easily have
beeti enkindled.

But of ail1 recent international disputes,
-that arising f roni the ill-advised and ill-
-fated invasion of the Transvaal by Dr.
Janieson and bis troopers is int every way
-the mnost rnonientous. It threatened the
independence of a sovereign state and dis-
turbed the peace of a sturdy and self-
reliant people ; it gave occasion to the
*Gernian Emiperor to mnake the most in-
ýexplicable nîistake of his rather quixotic
-career; miost serious resuit of ail], it aroused
:the warlike spirit of the British nation-
and the British ari- very formidable foes
.when. they take the field in good earnest.

There lias been a vast deal of honest
-syrpathy thrown uway on the B3oers. 0f
ýcourý,e no fair-minded man can approve
Janieson's raid or the sbarneless conspiracy
%that led up to it. But it is almost timne
that the stiff-necked, exclusive and pre-
judiced Dutchmien who rule the Trans-
-çaal %vere brought to a sense of their duty.

In no other part of the world where cons-
titutional governiment prevails is a large,
influential and law-abiding portion of the
population so sharnefully deprived of their
civil and religious rights and liberties as in
the dominion of }'resident Kreuger, and it
is scarcely possible that so discreditable a
state of nifairs cani be long allowved to con-
tinue.

The Oblates of Mary Initnaculate have
been doing miissio-n-,ry labor on an exten-
sive scale and in larg.. numnbers for almost
lifty years in Souib Africa. Their juris-
diction includes all the Catholics of Natal,
Orange Free State, Becl.uanaland, Basu-
tolani afid the Transvaal, aad the spiritual
wvants of the faithful in these countries are
attended to by two 'Bishops, two Prefects
Apostolic and about one hundred mis-
sionaries. Very Rev. Father Schioch,
O.M.I., is Prefect Apostolic of the Trans-
vaal. His long experience. practical Nvis-
domi and marked prudence have niade

imi a power in bis adopted country. Froin
an extrernely interesting letter wvhich lie
recently wrote to the i1lzssionaryý .RLcord
of the Oblates of Mary Irumaculate, wve
quote the following, par- -aphs

The Transvaal is becomiing an important part
of tlie world1. Within less than two mionilis we
had a political crisis, gave occasion to, jiunsou's
ridle, stirrec i p a deal or hot feelings ini Europe,
and had a dynamite explosion %vilerebY about 70
persons were killed, someI 200 wotunded and about
1,500 rcncercd hiomeless.

The political question and jameson's ride ueed
flot be treated hiere. Two things are certain:
first, we have miischiief-iak-iers in this country :if
the Transvaaler, the Uitlander, and the English
government alonc wcre at work, a satisf-actory set-
tiemnent would easily be reached ;and secondly,
uinless a wîodi- vi,;ceidi satisfactury to lîotlx Boer
a2nd Uitlan<ier bc found, there xvilI nevei be last-
ing peace in this country. The Uitlander has
real grievances and doeb flot want to roli the Boer
0f his rights.

About the position of the Catholic Churchi here,
inany things mnore or iess accurate have been %vrit-
ten. The facts .ire these:

(z.) By the Grondwet and the London Conven-
tion freedoin is granted to every formn of religion;
we cant bitild churches, schools,orplianagcs, etc.,
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