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ment of Sir John Abbott in Novernber
1892, lie becamne Premier of C anada, thus
assuming the outward symbols of the
powver lie hiad secretly exercised since the
death of Sir John Macdonald. in Feb-
ruary 1892, lie proceeded to WVashington
as one of a delegation to negotiate a
Reciprocity i'reaty with the United States,
and to settle the fisheries question. In
the spring and sunier of i 893, hie sat as
joint aribitrator for thc British Govern-
nient withi Lord Hannen on the 1-1ehring
Sea tribunal in Paris, and tlere rendered
noble service to Canada and Great Britain,
as an acknowledgnîent of whichlihe 'vas
called by Her Majesty to Her l>rivy
Counicil, and in October last crossed
the Atlantic to lie formally sworn in a
niember of tlîat honourable body.

Great events call for great mien, and it
seemis as tlîoughi by sorne special
providence, tlîe maran is sure to respond.
But for the North-West Rebellion in 1885,
Canada iiiiglit not now be plunged iii grief
for lier illustrious son. Ac that time,
Edward Blake wvas tlie ablest debater, and'
the cleverest lawyer in the I-buse of Coni-
nions. Fierce discussions were anticipated.
'lo cope wiffb that giant of debate, Sir
J ohn Macdonald was advised by Sir
Charles Tupper to secure the aid of 1 udge
Ihonîpson. It was thus lie entered
Parlianient. He wvas soon recogynized as
the peer of ats ablest men, and ycars only
increased bis dlaimi to that distinctica.
Session aftcr session hie cvidenced a
reservc force of mental pow~er' thiat sur-
prised bis mnost ardent followers. His
masterly speech on the Riel question
establislbed bis reputation, and MmI. Bl1ake
thien declared hini to be the best der)atcr
thatlbad ever enteredtie House. He exhib-
ited wonderful talent also in lus reply to
Mr. Dalton M'%cCarthy, in defence of the
goverrnîent for not disallowing the Jesuits'
Estates Act. His speechi on that occasion
was pmonounced thie rnost schiolarly and
elo(iuent ever delivered witlhin the ivalis
of parlianient.

It happens to sonie mien to finishi their
life's work;. to dlo whiat tlî.'ýy had hopcd to
do; to set the keystone in the arch of thîcir
intention. Tiiis hîolds good in statesmian-
slîip as in tbat otlîer sphere whiere men
dig ditchies and build wvalhs. 'l'le rapid
rise of Sir John Tlîompsoii was unique

and unpamalleled. WVe cannot even coin~-
pare it wvith tlîe success of' that wonderiul
nman, Sir John .Macdonald; for, whlîe at an
early a£?e the latter was the recognized leader
of ohd Canada, it "'as not until after nîany
years of service, that lie securcd the
affection of Britishî hearts. Sir John
Thonîjson 'vas but fifty years of age ; lie
lîad trod the treaciemous field of l)omin-
ion politics but nine years, yet in that
short l)eriod lie not only won ilhe hiighest
prize within the meacli of ('anadians, but
had taken wvorthy rank among British and
Colonial statesmen. [-is career during
tIiose nine years is witlîout pamallel in
Canadian or Eumopean history, aiîd bis
sudden deatlî while the guest of the
Queen;, "as consistent witli thiat career.
Truc, lie "'as fortunate as a pohîtician, but
it "'as bis ahility at critical monments that
procured for hini lus hiigh position, and
hiade himi at length towver above every
otlîer mîan of biis party. Every lesser
liglit paled before luis higlît, " quenched by
that orb of intellect suprenie.Y

Only a îîcrsmn h)ossessed of.parts of the
very, hîighuest order could achiieve such
plienomenal success. Experienced par-

liaen:.i'ansand jurists declame that huis
nmental equipuient wvas something mar-
,'ellouis. And thuis opinion is not corifined
to Canada His Zgreatness as 1 wyer,
statesmnan and diplomiat, wveme more
appreciated iii tie bureaucratic circles of
France and England, than in bis own
country. Alongside the flrst mien of
(it I3ritain, thie United States and
Europe, at tlie Behring Sea arbitraition,
lie displaycd a wonderful penetration, that
pierced the licart of a coniplex question
at once, and an irmesistible logic and
power of argunient. Well niigblt a great
legal opponient say of himi: " Sir John is
the clearest thinker and nîost mnercihess
critic thait the House lias ever seen."
'lle Lonzdon Tinzes, the great exponent
of Britishithoughit, îîaid theCa-.nadian leader
the nîost flattering complinment it could
bestow, "'len it urged luis appointnuent to
tlue luiglîest court in the Emipire, tlue
Judicial Comniittee of the Imperial Privy
Cou a cil.

But why this unin-unded respect and
confidence? Mental powers alone could
not give it. No. Th'le secret lay iii tlue
grandeur and power of lus personal


