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inercies." Sorne seck to justify thieir neglcct off ftiiiily prayer by the
Mnost fi'ivolous excuses, sucli as press of business, incapacity, ahanie, &c.,J and fancy they will ho excused if tbey perforin the duty cf private deve-
tion. Studi Chiristiar -, are unworthy off a homne, or of hiaving imuiertal
seuls comnnittcd to «their care; and cannot expect the hlessing of a faith-
fui God, %vlio will pour out Ris fury uipon the famiuies that call net on
Ris naie; and iyho will assuiedly bless the tabernacles where prayer is
wont to be nmade. No excuse neet. be framed for the neg-lect of faminily
devotion. "Frayer indersnnuan'.iýjourney." "No ponderous intellectual
machiuery is iueedful tu~ ïts diguity; rio loftiiuess of reasouing, ne rnag-
nificence of iînagery, ne polisli off diction, ne learniung, neo art, ne genius.
In its vory c'iuceptien, prayer Iiplies a descent off the Divine mind to
the boises cf men; aud with ne design te lift men up eut off the sphiere
cf their lowliness, intellectually. Bruised reeds, smoking flax, broken,
Iieaitsi, diinib suflèrers, the slow cf speeh, tiinîid believers, tenipted
spfiits,-weaklnoss in ail its varieties,-find a refuge iii that thouglit cf
God, which notbing else reveals se affectiugiy as the gift off prayer, that

eHo a avcry pre8enit elpiluevery tin.ie cf trouble. Re whom the heavon
cf beavens cauxiot colitain, lias cerne dewu and placed Himself in the
centre cf the little circle cf bunian ideas and affections, as if fer the
purpese cf uiaking our religon, always the hornestead cf conirnn feelings."

Rence, Christian parents should take'enceuriagenîent, aud see that
their home is a lieuse off prayer, Nvhere their little flock can join at the
famnily altar iu sweet communion witli God. They sheuld continually
"wavtclb aud pray lest they enter lunto temxptation. They nmust guard
thieir preciolîs charge from the snares off the wvicked one; and lu discharg-
ing every duty whicli tbey owe te their household, thoy must aira te ho
circunispect, redeeming the turne heca'ise the days are evil. Yet, witli
the niost vigilant conceru, they slrould constautly cherisb distrust off their
own pewvers, aud should seek fer theuiselves and their chiîdren the guid-
ance off the -%visdeuî that descends frein ahove. Off theinselves they are
wliolly insuiieut fer the proper performance off any off their important
duties. Even lu relation to the things off the present, life, it la net in
inu that walketh te direct bis stops; aud parental training -will assuredly
fail off rcalizing auy geod fruits, if these who cenduct it lean upon their

s own uuderstanding. There lsa ll encouragement, however, lu hringing
chlfdren Vo Christ, aud lu' depending ou Hlm wbho eau owu aud bless the
feehlest instrumntality. Lot piarenîts learu daily te place thcir eilidren
uu der the gauardianship, off the Shepherd and Watchmnu cf fsrael. Let
thein look te Hlm for direction and strength"lu relation to their own
duty, aud for protection and bless;-ig Vo their children. lie la fsithful
who, bas promised, Hie vill remember mercy te thein that fear Hlm sud
keep Ris commaudmeuta tbrougt mny generaiens. 'The children cf "

Ris servauts shall continue sud their sieecl shai: be establsbed hefore
Hlm." Therefore withi inited voice cf psrayer aud pralse Msy the "'

Christiau heusebeld conideutly oucircle the faniily sitar, sud implead the
blessing cf Hlm. who bas promlaed te "6be'the GocI of all the familles off
Lsiael," aud who alone la the hoarer cf prayer, unte whom, ail fleoli

sbould cerne.


