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things which they do not produce themeclves, more
cheaply than they can procuro them from any other
quarter whatever.

Wo trust the newa which hias recently reachied us, to
tho effect that tho Imperiat Gove,nment are a* out to
establish mail comnmunication botween Hatitax, N 8+
and the West Indies, will be the commencement of a8
new era in this brateh of comneerce  The importaner
of thta step cannot be overrated, aud was strougly in-
sisted upon by the Provincial Commixdonersin their
report W tmagine that the Government of the Do-
minfon will be called upon to contribute to this under-
taking, but if so, it will bo money welllaid out. While
on this subject,wo may as well stato that, in our opinion,
tho Commissioners have somewhat exaggerated the
probable value ot any trade between the British West
Indles and Britlsh North America. It would be dan-
gerous to raake a mixtake on that head, expecially 1
tho cutly stage of our intcrcourse, as it might do mis-
chief by causiung dirappointinent and dizcouragement.
Itis true that we might eend our products, to & moro
or Jess oxtout, to the wholo of the istands, as well asto
Demerara and Henduraz: but there ara few of them
from whom we could 1ok thelr viaph produets in re
turn, from tho simple facts that we could purchase
them at Jower rates elsewhiere, and that to buy In the
cheapest market f2 & comme rulal neer srity frum which
there {s no escaping  Lhe Amcricans fur alung time,
largely suppiled the British \West India possessions
with provisens, 1 ur and lurler but tooK nouc ol
thelr customers’ producta in paymotit, eclling fur cash,
for wbich they buught return cargoesd at Cuba and
Porto Rico  Ever since the slavr v were emancipated
tho British lslands have been unable to cunpete with
those in which slavery contibyad to exist—a fact
which though te be regretted fv und wialle, aud
perbaps to be expre d a ! circum tauces being tuhen
foto comsideration. In 1831 Jamumen ¢ xported
1,600.000 owt of sugar, in 1857 the exports dwindled
down t0 500,000 cwt., aud It ¢ uuition has been getting
worse day by day: tn 5t Vincent the exports fell
feom 221,000 cwt to 126,600, whiic, on the other hand,
the expurts of Cuba, the Liazus, aud 1urto stco, had
focreased four-told  In Barvadoes und Trimda, how-
over, the exports have jargely iucressed, but these are
the only islands in whichi such hus been the case. W
should like to sec more attention given to thiv subjoct
in which the Maritimo Yrovinces are still more intei-
estod than we are.

QUR ORES AXD MINERALS,

LECTUKE was svcenty «ddiseicd 8t guana on
A_ tho muneral 1exsvuiees of the counry, which we
ate unwallitig (0 s wallotie nouce. Ve huve wo
koowledge vl the Jueiurer, Cihier persvuuly of by re
putation, bulas he appeardd uuder the auspices, alu
10 the presvuco vl e duivg suicnbilic uen of
capital, tuciud ug i Busugs of WG Uevlupical uie
vey, e must acC. P Bt vrtal 3o Aoyl hcs wWits
the subject unt Wit e spukhe  He pro fessed o have
been fu many puris ol the worid and exanused thet
metalbierous ores, but neser saw a country that couvlo
compai® Whih Lattada b L3l Fespact, adding that ais
minersl weaith 13 Suthuont ¢ Mahe 1t the gicatest o
Egland’s dependencics s i3 steong iauguage, bu.
we d -ubt 1f 1 1stuu strong. dotwitbatanaing ab the
facts brought to LRUL by tho iavours ot dir Wl fan
Lugan aud s asxatadly, nutwittistanding ali the taci-
that have reaclicd us turough olher Channe:s 1ot many
years, the nuunerals of Lanada a.c & myth to the gene-
ral puvhic. 1lhcy are to our merchauts a stumbang
block and 10 vur Capitmsis fovitshiness, 110 reason:
wiysucha feo 1R prevails s puun envugh  Joe ar-
templs Intherno 3maue 10 culinecitun wWith miuing
operations hate bren ot a speculative character
Mintng shares were mauuifactured on the principle ot
tho celebrated razor-man, whose instruments were
uado ** not to sbave, but gal.’  Feily speculators
mineral property, espectady n the bastern ftown
ships, have agg.araied the cvil by therr tricks ano
frauds, 10 tho 1y 01 the country and of tho few so'-
vent and respeciable persons who tad turned their at-
tention to the mimiyg capabiliiies of that secton o
Lower Canada. But the great ditliculty 1o the way of
this gource vt Lanadian 1GUAry has been tho want o
capital Qur Banks are numerous and weaithy, bu
they generaily tind zutlicieut emnp.oyment {0r then

means in the ordipary trade of tue country, aud e
busiucss of the manuinctures alieady in extstence.

Besides, the uwpg uterest 13 10 Lad Ieputauvn with j ng only to about &0 bbls. Towards tho end of the |
ghem, which 18 Dot v e wouderca at, Consigenng 1ty § month thy markes recovered 18 tone, and pricos in Bt |

past record. It {8 not dead, huwevor, but eleepeth;
and the day of its awakenlug i, wo trust, not far off.
The De Lery Gold 3Mining Company of Quebeo havo
Iately issued a report of their transactions, which teads
u3 to hope that tho work of utilising our mincral re-
sources has at length -eally commenced, It is enought
for our preszent purpo- > to eay that this Company cone
wists of & number ot <.ockholders of thu highest respec-
tabihity, 1n Cauava aud.the United States, with alargo
realized capital and a buaid of Lirectors in the cities
of Quol~c and New York respectively  They havo
made considerable progiess in wo. king the valuable
auriferous lands owned by thema with, as they declare,
every prospect of success  Their chief relianco is on
rock-crushing, and they have erected an extonsive mill
having that object In vicw.  On this head, tho report
states —

“0On tho first d-y of June, at sevon o'clock In tho
moruing, the whistle ot the quartz mitl sounded, and
the stamps commenced work, which has been regutar.
Iy continued to the progent time. -

“ During that mounth, it was my constant eflort to
precure as manv practical tests as possible by working
mill proces , of tha chiaracterof ourquartzrock Some
tials duzen lots, trowm theee to twenty tous each, from
ditferent ledges wore ciushied, and amaigamated by
the simplest procens, fu every case ylelding more or
fess amalgam (which I have deposited in the Quebee
oflicejand  soveral tnstannes ﬁi\-lng evid nce of do-
chled value  As thus ruch, with vuo excepuun, swas
taben from the surface I regard the results as remark
able and moro cncouraging than wo had any right to
expect from a trint of this nature. By this eevero pro-
cema (xerclsed un raw material—anselected and geno-
rally intractable from the presence ot sulphiur, anemo
and iron i large quantinies  thoactual result is neces.
~anly made &8s untavorable as possibie. After crush.
thg ruch rucks, Months of time, and the acton ot the
elementa on the masg, are absolutely essential to the
mechanical separation of the gold from ftr base asso-
crattuns.  In proot that wo did not extract from the
r chtreated nzarly ad tho precivus imetals it contatned,
one sample of the concen roted tailings, v@nt to Pros
A A llayes, ot Bocton, yielded gold the rato of $67 9%
per ten And reasen and univereal experienca teach
us that when ruch shall s procardd from the heart o1
the heart of the vein, and treated by the meuans pres

cribed by scienco and approved by practico, for the
varluus positions 1n wluch 1t exists, the amount of
Zold procured by mn) process will belargely increased
In ﬁmoi uf this, the later ascays of Mrof Haves, ot
r ck taken out tr m different depthson the same veln,
<how greatly incrcased richness.”

It i3 impossibie to exagzerate tho consequonces of
this enterprise to the fudustrial process of Canada. It
iv a step in the right dircction, whatever fate may at-
tend it The De Lery Company have proved their
good faith by embarking their own money fu the con-
cern, and have shown their wisdom by inducing for-
elgn capitallats to aid them from thelr larger meansg.
We trust the example will bo extensivey followed,
[n rhe Duminjon, we have cusl, iron, copper, lead and
Lumberless vres amd minerals to eorich ourselves and
th se from abroad who may Jon us in diinterring

wem Bat English capi.alists in partibular, bave a
dread of Canad anintvesiment, they entertain a tively
cul ¢ tun ot ther advedture of the Grand Trunk
Railway, from which e sy reqarus have been Joss
ad abuse. Wo must eo ~avour 1o teach them that
ad Lunadian vudutahibgs £ nut of the same deserip.
iva,

R.VIEW OF THE 8T. JOHN FLOUR TRADE
Z£or 8 Months. from 1st Jan to1st Sept | 1867

TE think the . ur trade of ~t John 1 of sufficient
W exrent and importance to the millers and mer
wnts (f 1o Western i'rovinces, to render a review ot
frs cour 0 1o some extent, buth intoresting and in-
tuctive  We have chaken this period of the year for
terlig on it, becanse in so far as rogards flour
manutuctured from last season’s crop of whoat, the
ear may be satd tn have closed  We have placed the
ngares fu a fabular € rin fu order to show the fluctua-
tiuns mers ¢ early and it wust be cb:erved that the
quality of flour to whi L they reter, both at St. John
and Montreal, {s that of rdinary supertine
Thn year commonced with alarge stock, the accuma-
lations bey nd the demand of the previous two mouths
A uenwan f1 ur Lad disappeared from the market, ana
the Canadian article wus giving evory satisfactivn.

Hip st jone taomest e AS etur Slonircai At ge
Moatn st Jhhe it 30 C Bt ufxr.m:.mhb
Jaauary...... $812 7.58 770 T30
REMARKS,

Heavy stock iendered tue markot very dull; sales ¢

aimoustexclusively contined to city consumption  Re-

capts ot the mouth about 18,000 bbls.

bebtuary . . 38.80 8.13 8.17 7.28
lhoreceipts of this month were very scanty, amount-

i tirely escaped.

John ana Montroal assumed their relative proportions,
Maroh .o.oee. $8.30 8.30 9.3 .57

Arrivale small and stock getting reduced. Supplfe
on tho way vory much delayed, Receipts of ihjs
month 2,000 bbis
April. £9 30 8.90 913 828

Arrivals about cqual to tho demand, which has
much improved. Tuo receipts of the month Amounted
to about 10,600 Lbls. About this time the attention o
millersand others in Untario and Quebeo was directed
to tho subjcct of sour flour, and it was pointed outthat
such an article would bo not only useless, but would
damage the trado.

May cene 810 12 9.35 9.68 9.06

Pricesthis month had been gradually creeping up,
with an active domand, untii & point was reachied at
which consumption was mate:lally checked, when o
decline sot tn, Tho recelpta of this month wero the
heavicst of auy yet noticed, amounting to over 20 (i)
bbls,

Juno.....,.., £9.37 7% 8 47 7.42

Towards the latter part of this month came the de.
clino in the Muntreal mathet, sud, at the ssmo um-,
the stuck on hand began to shosw symptoms ot sonr.
ing. Receipts 6,600 bbls,

July..eorennn. ST W0 7.00 7.00 T

I'his month 1t v:as discovercd that almest the rnlire
stock of flour was sour and hard. Atono timo not 3
sound barrel was to Le had, and numerous forced sales
took place, rendering pricos altogetbier nominal. Re
oeipts 7,600 bbls,

August .. ... §£0.12 8.00 9.00 740

In the eatly part of this month the market was en.
tiroly bare of stock, and the whole courso of the trads
unhinged Some fresh arrivals from Ontario were
fouund tu be no buiter thao previeus iMportativns, and
ordors wero sent to the United States. Owing to the
scarcity, prices ruied exceptionally high, and not anny
tho last uf the month did =ufficient srrive to suppiy the
demand, or the trade assume anything liko a settled
condition. Receipts 20,5600 bbls.

Theo receipts of tho cight months amounted to abont
87,000 bbls, of which all butabout 10,000 were ot Cans«
dian origin. .

In looking over the above figures and compaiog
them with the remarks which accompany them, tbe
first thing that strikes us is the extremo sensltiveness
of tho market; even a moderate accurulation of stock
being followed by a moro than corresponding reduc-
tion of prico, and vice versa. This arises from the fact
of their boing few purchasers of flour, except for in.
mediate cousumption Indeed, we might sag, 33 8
rule, no body buys for any other purposo. This beiog
the case, it follows that consigners should take the
greatest possible care to avoid overstocs ing the mar.
ket at one time, and leaving it bare at othes Ns
doubt, with the present imporfect means of cummun
cation this 15 difficult, for occasionalty & consigoment
will arrive iv Gve or six days, and at other times will
be almost ng many weoks, but whatever can be dose
by noting the averagoe timo of tranait and carefuly
watching the market, should on no account boomitted.

The next and, perhaps, the most important featurs
to notice I8 the condition of affai»s In the munth o
July, when almost the entirestock ot flour in the mwar
kot became sour and. in mavy cases, uttcrly useles
A want of attention to the warnings given on thispunt
has been tho cause of tho loss of many thousands of
dollars, and a far worse thng than the mere peconiay
10sg has happened in the loss of reputation which has
followed, and which it will tako a long timo tu recover
Reslly good Ontario flour is nuw looked upon with su-
picion, and purchasers prefer the old favorite brancs
of American flour, which bave agaln obtained ,and ap
1 kely for somo time to keep) & footing in this maike!

Perhaps it will be said the grain was fvjured 1o bar
vesting, and therefore good flour could not be madecf
it,—but we have arrived ata different conclusion fron
a knuwledge of tho fact that one or two ostabiub-
ments in which a process of kiln drying the grain, and
using extra precaativn in Cooling were adoped, ev
Not a barre! was ivjured, while
brauds, which had previonsly Ju:tly burne a far higher
reputation soured.

It would appear that the transition from thedry,
warm climate of Ontario, to the damp, cool one of §t
Jobn or Halifax, {5 Just a8 porilous to the koepiog

! qualities of {ts flour aswould bo its removal to thestit

warmer climate of the West Indics, and that fo order
to do a satlsfactory trade with the Afaritimo Piovinces,
the general adoption <f a kiln drsing process s sbso-

totely tndispensible, particalarly at certain seasont of
tho yesar.



