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CHEAP RAILWAYS.
(From the Toronto Globe )

R. Parvrsox, of Owen Sound, having sent us an en
M quiry relative to the ch'ap railway system spoken of
by Mr Laidlaw in a recent letter. we submitted the querry
to the latter gentleman who f rnishes us the following in-
teresting reply: --

To the iditor of tle J1onw:

S1r —In reply ta Mr. Patetson’s enquiry [ teg the fav.ur
of gpace in yrur journal to disclaim an . particular acquain-
tance with the svstem ¢ f cheap raile adg. in succes ful
operation in india and Auslralia, and 1 nake a few remarks
on relative ‘uhjrets.

The cardinal principal of the system 1 believe to be the
diminution of costof construction to the leve! of the traific,
and the resources of the countries equiring fucil ties for
inland trancportati-n.  °

‘The enorm us and often unneces-ary cost of our r.il.
yoads, hesides sinking the orizinal capital. necessitttes hivh
rates of freicht and passare, wh ch press with grievous se
verity on the pr perty of our farmers and lumbermen, Ne¢
These rates diminich and ncutralize the vaiue of the ro1ds
to the lund ewners of Canads, while ¢irna'ly favouring. by
1a v. through rates, the 1and owners of the ‘t estern " ta‘es
bringing their preducts intn competition with our own.
The people ought to see that this flagrant abuse of their in-
terests is crected.

Little railroads that will pay for the money invested and
be perfectly sutcient for he traffic ou their routes, will re.
ceive en - uragement, ne the only feasible way « f infusine
activity and prosperi‘y into settled or unsettled districts,
which are remote from present ruilroadsor waerways We
do not want. hecause we cannot afford, on cur inland lives
the luxury and expense of such railways as are necess.ry
between the large centres of trade in Furope.

Anrer can through travel on the Great Western Railread
oun affrrd palace cars costing $20,000 each ; but in ca'cul4.
ting for new imernal lines in Canada, it is incxpedient to
anticipa*e the traffic of fif'y years hence, or excee! in lux
u i us fitzings the hahits of - ur agricultu-ists, lumbern-en
and dealers, who require only moderate accommod tion for
themselves and to carry the jroducts of their indusiry to
market at reasonable rates.

The rallways referred to ss surcessful in India and Aus
tralia. T understand tn be shont 3 fret to 8 feet 6 guaze
having light rails about one third the weight of the Grund
Trunk PRailroad rails: ergines from 7 to 10 tons weight—
Arand Trunk Rairoad (ng'ne wuigh 20 to 30 tons —
freight cara to carry 4 t~ 10 8, anl the niecenger carr in
proportion [t follows from thes: figur 8 that the cost of
cuttings gradings, bridges, iron ties and roiling stock. can
be reduced to about one-third of the ¢ st of the Gr.na
Trunk Railroad. ve'y likely to one fourth, reckoning the
money made by tier unon tier to great contractors (=aid in
one instince to be £4 090 a mile). as wasted by had maraze-
ment, which cou'd in futarc be avoided by letting ~ontra ts
to the smaller class of local contractors, who really built
our present roads.

A wiboad hencr to Owen “ound (if V'r. Cumberland
fails to g 't supy ort for the Angus route) with sho't feeders
to the ieft, built under a systemn of rigid ecoromy on the
scale aforementioned would pay. a~d create such prosperity
on its route as the people must be strangers to fer a long
time without a railwny «f snme kind. It only needs a luok
at the m' p to ges th+ henefits which would accrue to To-
ronto from thig railrosd .

Mr. ames Adamson, of this city for six or seyen years.
has been strenuously advocatinz the construction of a il
road from this city to a point on Gult River, either in Rax.
lav of Laxton, then et a future time to l.ake Nipissing.
The fiull River itstributaries ard theé interveningc untry
afford an @lm st inexhaustible supp!v of 1ine and _other
timher, while the greater portion of the route this side is
one of the riche .t a nicubural countries in Canads, not to
ma-tion the m neral regi-n in the neighborhood of Gull
River. .

wr. \damson and his coadjut~re pro rge, at their next
meeting to a<k the BBoard of Trade 10 nominate a commit-
tee of the "oard and other citizens to take into censidera
tion the merits of the °* cheap railroad system.” with a
view, if found satisfactory, to 1reanize a company ask for
a char'er and one million acres of land from the iocal
Glovernme~t of Upper i'anada. near !.ake Nipissing. to
build this raitroad. The propnsed cost of the first 10 miles
is about $1 009,00°, and if a patent for 100 acres of land
were tacked to ea h 100 in stock, a gre t portion of the
stock would rrobahly he taken i - this country

‘{'he townshipe to besn largely benefitted. on either route,
no doubt, would take stiek with land attached or to thebure
value of the right of wuy. if they would not give it fiee
assessing themselves and paying among themselves the cost.
a« what woul! he an unimportant ¢ift as compared to them
witn the value of thercad.  North and East of Laxton, &
large and wealthy “nglish company now or formerly uner
the presidency of lord Westbury. have about 150 .00
acres and being bonnd to gettle their lands in a given time,
they would rssuredly sfford this enterprise immediate cn
cnuragement a:d effi ctive aid—while it will be manitesly
the interest 0f our own Government. to facilitate the sct
tlement and opening up of the ountry. feit no: toservre
the adoption «f this p«licy we fecl so pleaced to get the
roanagement of our own affiirs. ar proposed under ‘ ¢n.
federation * 1 will say ne thine of the value of this rail-
road to the merchants. manuficturcrs end the owne ¢ o
property in this city  The city can yive free right of way
across the Don and up Palace street, and the Fair Green
for station ground end A ross to the lake and be recom
pensed for mnkine better hargaine for what remains of
their property in the hands of the Through' Traific
Railroad.

‘The Proprietors of the Northern and Grand Trunk
Railroads yromi ed this city abundance of chesp coid-
wood : hut with 2 pol ey inim cal to the c'ty interests #nd
to the prosperity of the farmers on these routes, the
manave 8 of these companies, for which the city meade
such racrifices. hive refused to carry us our ~ordwood, for
which a vast »mount of money would have gone into the

" country, enabling the sett'ers at the very first and critical
period of their settlement, to make rapidstrides to comfort

and independence, besides saving to the country a great
rortion of the large amount raid for coal in the United
States —a disadvantage not yet balanced by the sight of
through traffic psssing over our costly Fsplanade, The
faimers and prop iet rs of land should al ow no raiiroad
to be chartered in future without a clause enforcing the
carriage of cordwond, the first and important product of
new ‘and. at lumber rates, or less. Itis the rcal intevest
of the railroals to carry cordwood at the lowest paying
rates, as they would be miuch mote than rec mpensed by
the i crease of freight fr auy advance in the cost of
their fuel

Decisive efforts on the part of th ecitizens are impera
tively necessary to secure a just share of the business of
the intecor. I am, sir, your ovedient servant,

G. LamLaw.
Torontu, Jan. 16, 1: 67.

THE BRITISH WINE TRADE.
" ITH reference to the British Wine trade, the
following is irom the ciroular of Mr. F. W.

Cosens. :—The numerous public sales of comwmon
Winesz, and the prices realised under the hammer,
show that the trade in such qualities is a limited one
and cannot be forced beyond its legitimate standard,
aeven at ruinous prices The supply of really sound
consumable Wine has during the year been scarcely
equal to the demand, certainly not in excess of it.
Total of Wine imported for ten months endiung 31st
Qctober, 12543660 gallone ; home consumption,
11,050,264 gallons ; exported, 1,885,843 gallons. The
stock of gherry in bond showe a large decrease, the
figures being for 1st November, 1865, 44,687 butts ; for
1st November, 1866, 34,707 butts  These figurea clearly
indicate why forced sale3 of consumuble Wine bave
been 8o f-w, and prices ro well maintained, in the face
of a panic which has lowered the price of almost
everv imported commodity fherry, Port, and other
Wines remain in fair demand, and prices are well
maintained, both here and in the producing countries.
Brandy ot 1885 in fair reqvest ; for older vintayzes
usual demand. Rum : A slow sale at quotations,
Sherry: The export from Cadiz tor the month of
November was modcrate, 4,185 butts, and prices were
well maintained. JIn consequence of some dispute
ouching the ad valorem duty levied in New York
upon Wines from Cadiz, the demand for that market
i< for the moment jn abeyance. Looking at the
wretched prices,reported from Sydney and Melbourne
bv the last mail, gshipments of Sherry are not likely
to be induced thence, especially as more profitable
markets are daily demanding Wiues. Port : The
Wines ot 1866 are reported to be light in bedv and
oolour, and t!e quality barely above mediocrity ;
low qualities are therefore slow of sale, at unsatis-
factory prices, but guod aud fine qualities maintain
full quotations.

WHISKEY AND ITS CHANGES.

: HE vigilance of the officers of the U. 8. Internal
' Revenue department recently discovered that the
wholetale price of Whiskey was about fifty centsa
gallon less than the tax imposed upon it by Congress,
and a New York paper gives-the following explana-
tion of the manufacture and the way the distillers
evade the duty:—"

It reemis that the most common article produced by
distillation is “ molassea whiskey.”” or more properly
‘rum ' The mode of preparation is 80 simple that
anv honsekeeper is able at a small outlay to havea
stilt of his own and muke enough daily to realize a
handsome income. Molasses costing seventy cents
per gallon is mixed with eight times the quantity of
boiling water: yeast is added, and the mixture suffered
to ferment three days. It is then distilled. Molasees
of a spe -ific gravity of thi-ty pounds containg 97 per
cent. ot rum and the distill :r generally gets itfrom 80
e 49 per cont above proot. Government officers are
drceived by the manufacturer as to the per centage, as
well as by other neans. (:reat nains are taken by the
manutacturer to rectifv the article before the officer
can ascertain the fact as it then loses its identity and
cannot be taxed. - The proper method of rectifying is
by filtration through powdered charcoal which re-
moves the fusil oil and other impurities; but this is
too slow to suit and so finely-broken coal is nszed,
which fails to change materially the character of the
liquor.

he following approximate figures will give some
idea of the lucrativeness of this business, The actual
protits are more than the estimate we give:
(lost of 100 gallons of molasses .. 8D
Cost of manufacturing use of apparatus &e. 15—:85

Value of 70 gallons of spirits thus obtained:
At 1l b6rpergallon.. ... .oooiiiiiiieian, .

Profit coovevvnniin i 27

But, as stated above. the genuine rectifying process
is too slow for the manufacturer; and the liquor is
¢« Jeached *’ inatead, by being passed through cracked
in place of pulverized charcoal  This fails to a great
degree of clarifying it, und the furil oil principally re-
mains. This is the article generally vended; and re-
venue officers fail sormehow to distinguish it from
soirits which have been actually rectified The consti-
tuents of this whiskey are about 75 per cent. of alcohol,
22 per cent. of wa'er and 8 Eer ceut. of fusil oil and
other impurities. The alcohol is separated by the
¢ alcohol column” an apparatus in the form of a
pillar, consisting of chambers one above another to
admit the vapor as it passes from lower to higher.
rhus the * proof ” is increased. Distillers often have
soveral barrels on hand of fusil oil, By putting -a

gallon of it’into each cask of whiskey, the character
of the article cannot be detected. 1t can afterward be
restored by the alenhol column.

Corn whiskey is prepared in a similar manner. The
f“beer "’ or wort i« prepared by mixing the meal with
warm water at 185° ; after which it is run off from
the mash-tub into a cooling vat; and then about 12
per cent. of rye flonr and muit is added. and the whole
stirred for two hours, when it is removed to the fer-
meuting cisterns, which are supplied with coolers.
Yeast is then added, and the wort stands three days ;
after which it is run off and distilied. A bushel of
Indian Corn can be made to yield five gallons of
whiskey : the distiller usually obtuins about three and
a half. "The residue goes off with the re ure or “swill.”
A rye whigkey is made by adding rye to the corn; and
in like manner wheat whiskey by the uddition of
wheat.

A common methed of evading the tax is by deceiv-
ing the revenue officers ss to the guautity actually
munufactured The rectifying and leaching processes
enable the distiller to shirk the payment of the tax.
Avother mode is that of convertiny it into *burnin
fluid ”’ It is notorious that since the introduction o
coal oil and petroleum into household usc they have
cuperseded this compound ; 8o that the professed manu-
tacture is a self-evident fraud The composition of
burning-flnid is as follows: Alcohol 70 parts, turpen-
tine 26 parts, impurities 5 parts. The article palmed
off by distillers upon revenue officers is somewhat
different. When the ‘“ beer ”’ or wort has ceased fer-
menting, from 8 to 5 per cent. of turpentine is added
before distillation, which gives to the liquor afterward
a milky appearance ang the smell of turpentine,
seeming to deceive the inspector as to its real charsc-
ter. The article distilled iv whiskey, which bemng
undér 88 per cent. proof will not ‘‘cut’’ turpentine.
The “burning fluid ”’ thus palmed off on the inspec-
tor contains about 70 per cent. of alcohol 25 ot water
and toul oil and the residue turpentine snd impurities.
1t is easy to separate the foreign elements by the
‘“alechol column ” or by rectification,

Officers and others are also puzzled because distil-
lers do no uge a *‘ separater ”’ in their stills to shut the
apirits of high proof from the spirits of Jow proof. In
such cases a series of copper pans with fulse bottoms
is attached to the ‘‘doubler > As the vapor passes
through the bottoms, a stream of cold water is at the
same time running over the pans. The denser parts
of the vapor are thus conoled. restored to fluid form,
aund returned to the doubler by means of a tube, while
the rarer portion enters the still and comes out at the
“tail-pipe’’ as whiskey of 20 to B0 per cent. proof.
When a separater is used, the “low wines’’ are con-
ducted into a ‘‘mountjoy,” from which they are
?orcad back into the doubler by a pump or steam-

orce.

These, and many other instances which might be
mentioned, indicate the manner in which the revenue
is being defrauded by this illicit manufacture. It may
be sug{evswd that the remedy lies in more stringent
laws, e do not think so. 'All experience teaches
that such oxcessive taxes cannot be collected and that
a moderate rate of duty produce: the most revenue.

ProrosEp CHEESE FacTory.—The Guclph Mer-
cury says : A meeting of farmers and others interested
in cheese making, was held in Donald’s Hotel, on
Tuesday evening, to consider the subject of establish-
ing a cheese factory in this locality. The meeting,
though not large, was unanimously of the opinjon that
the manufacture of cheese was the most profitable in-
vestment that a farmer could mske, a3 during the
summer six months, the most that could be got per
cow on the average in butter making would not be
over one pound per day, or say 48 Jbs. permonth, and
this sold at 15 cots, per pound would realize $25.50,
whilst the milk of a cow at three gallons per day and
sold at 10 cents per day, would amount to $43.20, and
leave the butter of 24 Sabbaths, at cne pound per day,
to be added, making the total $46 80, or, $21.6: in
favour of cheese. A good deal of general converesation
tcok place on the best means of getting a factory in
operation. As the sum of $2,000 was considered
requisite for that purpose, and it was doubtful it any
person was prepared to make so large an investment,
a committee was appointed to canvas the farmers and
learn what number of cowa could be guaranteed, after
which steps would be taken to get the necessary
capital subscribed.

THr NEXT S0UTHERN CoTTON Cnor.—The New York
Financial Chronicle at the close of a lengthy review on
the future of the cotton crop, says: — .

¢t Among those best acquainted with the condition of the
South and with the disposition of cotton growers. the
opinion is strongly che ished that the next crop will be
more limited than has been generally expected. 'There can
be 1o coulit that the profits upon the present crop are too
insignificat t to encourage an extension of this branch of
production '1he unwise 'ax upon cotton bears wilh great
severity upon the growers, and has wallowed up nearly all
the profits upon the crop. The burthen of testimony goes
to show that, with the enhanced costs of labour, and the
uncert-inty about its employment. it is impossib'e, upon
an average. to raise cotton for less than 25 cents per pound;
and adding to this the tax of 3 cents,and the now heavy
charpes for transportation, it ¥ clear that there is no in-
ducement to lay out an large breadth of land in the pro-
duction of the staple. The Southern crops of cereals,
during the past ycar, have fallen below the wants of that
section, and breadstuffs have consequent'y ruled high ; it is,
therefore, reasonable to suppose that this year more at-
tention will be given to grain culture and less to cotton
growing : and the more so as those crops are less subject to
suffer from the rirks of the seasons and the irregularity
cted the p dition of the new labour
system.




