
in-,ader is it likely that they %vuuld protect the guds ofouther nations, but h4e- ià the one li'.r%
conquerurs? With regard tu local deities sec and tr uc Gud, the Gud of the w liule eardh, >.L

1Kings 2U; 23; 2 Kinpi 17; 26-28. The standing tu themn a special reliition %whicb ga%.e
Amorites worshipped theviledcitiks Astarteand hitm special dlaims upun them.
Moloch. As for me and my house-What- 19. Ye cannot serve the Lord-This is
ever others might do, Joshua and ail his famnily flot ireaiat absolutely but that it wiil demand
would reniain loyal to their God (Gen. 18: 19>. their whole-hcarted and zealous endeavors.
"Flcere speaks the sturdy old warriý wbo had Calvin thinks that this strong languiage is used
led them, to %ictory in many a battie. H-e in- to rouse the people to consider mort clusely

* vites theni, as Elîjah did on anuther even more twhat their choice implicd. Others that he
memorable occasion, to niake their choice be- mneans '.ye will flot be ablfp from merely hurnaîî
tween the false %vorship and the truc, betveen resolutions, and apart froni the help of the

* the present and the future, between the indul- grace of God, witbout seriously rurning ta)
gence of their lusts and the approval of their ironi idols, or Veihout truc penitence and faith
consciences. But, aà for hiniscîf, hb choice iS Still others see in these wvords a gliinpse (if
already made. No dcsire to stand well with Paul's doctrine, that by the deeds of the law
the children of Israel obscures the clearncss of. shill no flesh bejastîficd in God's sigit " (Rom.
his vision. No temptations ofthis lowverworldbis ens of rut. Th ex of'3: 20>. (Lias). "The difficulty %vas with
pervert hssneo rt.Texperience oftheniselves, in the state of their bcarts, in their
a life spent in his service bas convinced hlm wandering affections, in their proneness to

[that Jehovah is the truc God, and froni that yield to the solicitations of evil, in the want
conviction be does flot intend to swerve. In of that strong abiding attachmenr to bis ser-
clays %hen faith is iveak and compromise has vice which wvould prevent their swerving froni
becomne zenerat, wvhen the sense of duty is i. Gen.(at :2;Lk 4 53)sl3-Yht, or the definitions of duty vague, it it. Gen.(at :2;Lk 4 53).1 A holy God-The 'vord for " God " is plural
well that the spirit of Joshua tbould be dis- bere and generally, IlIt directs attention tu
played among the leaders of Israel." (Lias.) 1the infinite riches and infinite fulness, contain-
Shew this spirit yourself and urge your scht2ar.as cd in the one divine bcing, and, therefure, tu the
to takce this stand. fact, that if %ve were to believe in innumerable

HI. DivisSï 'MADE. 16. God forbid- gods, and endow thern with perfection, they
Lit. "Far be it from us " (22: 29). An ex- would stili ail be contained in the One."
pression of borror at the very thougbt. "lThe (11engstcnberg). Since God is holy he de-
substance of their reply is this, that as God b>' mandb that bis wvorbhippers be bol>' likewise
his wonderful deliverance bas constituted theni (Lcv. I9: 2; 1 Samn. 6; 20; Matt. 5. 5; Heb.
bis peculiar people, arndhas constantly assisted 12: 14; Epb. 5: 5; 1 Pet. 1- 15, 16; 1 Tbess.
tbem, and proved that bie is their God, the in- 4: 7). IlThe holiness of the Scriptures com:
gratitude on their pa. t would be despicable, if, bines most close]y both glor>' and holiness;
tbey %were to rejcct bum, and tomn to other God is bol>', inasmuch as hie is separated frorn
Goda. " (Calvin). Thrcc times Joshua made cverytng crcated and finite, and elevated
them repeat their resolve. It ivas faithfully boeiespeciall>' above sin, wbich could
kept while those wvbo made it lived (ch. 24: only fix its seat witbin tbe limnits of the finite."
31; Judg. 2: 7). (lrlngstenberg). Il Ioliness is the principle

17. The Lord our God-"Jbovah our that guards the eternal distinction between the
God." The rcasons given for their choice are Creator and creature, between God and man;
(z) He wvas their covenant God, (2) He had it preserves the divine dignit>' and maiety
delivercd them froni bondage, (3) He bad de- from being infringcd by the divine lo,,c; it
fended then and provided for tbemi in their eternal>' excludes ever3'thing cvii and impure
journey, (4) 11e had conquered the land for. froni the divine nature (Isa. 6: 3)." (MNaclean).
theni. Amid aIl their defections froni the! Heis ajealous God-Loyalty tohbu forbids
truc worship of Jehovah, the Israelites bad that any other sbould share bis place in our
neyer denied bis existence or the realit>' of bearts (Ex. 20: 5). Jealous>' is the indigna-
tbe facts of their bistor>'. The prophets ever>'. tion of love when defîauded of its rights. In
w.herc appeal to these as articles o f undoubted the Divine emotions tbere is notbing1 ohuman
belief and national pride. Their besetting sin. unreasonableness and sclflsbness. Here the
seeins to have been the mingling of beathen word for IlGod " is singular, and attention is

:%es with the worsbip of Gud. o)f course the, drawn to bum as the exclusive object of affec-
practical result wvas tbe entire abandoment of: tion and reverence. Hle wWI not forgive-
the service of Jebovah. These great signs - He will not tolerate, or overlook your sins
referring to the miracles of wvhicb Joshua bad I(Ex. 23- 21). Sin is not a ligbt matter in his
just reminded theni. Throngh the midst of eyes. Prcsumptuous offenders w*.': îiot, escape
ýwhomn we passed (R_ V.) -(Nuni. 20 t0 25). %witb impunit>. To the penitent God is ever
The Ishmaclites, Edomites, Moabts merciful (Ex. 34: 6, 7; Ps. 32: 5; Prov. 28:

18. We also-As well as thee and thy, 13; 1 John 1: 9, 7).
house. He is ourGod-They fully recognize 20. Strange gods-Hcb. "1gods of the
the intimate and gracious rciationship estab- àtranger," the deities worsbippcd b>' the for.
Iisbed by the covenant. They do not mean eign beathen nations around tbe.11. He Wil
that be is their God as distiîîguished fromi the tnrn-(Jas. 1: 17). Tbc essential, nature and
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