invader is it likely that they would protect the | gods of uther nations, but he is the onc lising
conquerurs?  With regard to lucal deities sev | and true Gud, the Gud of the whole earth, i
1 Kings 20: 23; 2 Kings 17: 26-28. The  standing tw them a special relution which gave
Amorites worshipped theviledeities Astarteand | him special claims upun them.

Moloch. As for me and my house—What-| 19, Ye cannot serve the Lord—This is
ever others might do, Joshua and all his family | not meaut absolutely but that it will demand

:’:""“ld remain loyal to their God (Gen. 18: 19). | their whole-hearted and zealous endeavors.

Here speaks the sturdy old warri- s who had | Calvin thinks that this strong language is used
led them to victory in many a battle. He in- | 5 rouse the people to consider more clusely
vites them, as Ehjah did on another even more ; what their choice implicd. Others that he

memorable occasion, 1o make their choice be-\ means “* ye will not beable from merely buman
tween the false worship and the true, between | resolutions, and apart from the help of the

the present and the future, between the indul-* grace of God, without seriously turning away

gence of their lusts and the approval of their | j;om idols, or without true penitence and faith. ™

ey made. Vo desire b s wely with,| gL, others see in these words o glimpse of
§ . 5 % 1 Paul’s doctrine, that by t s of the law
the children of Israel obscures the clearness of | shull no flesh be justified in God's sight ” (Rom.
his vision. Notemptations uf this lowerworld | 3. 20), (Lias). *The difficulty was with
pervert his sense of truth. The experience of | themselves, in the state of their hearts, in their
ahhfe sgent ﬁn'hli servxceGha(.is cor(;vxlpced h}:m i wandering affections, in their proneness to
that Jehovah is the true God, and from that | yield to the solicitations of evil, in the want
conviction he does not intend to swerve. In ; of that strong abiding attachment to his ser-
days when faith 1s weak and compromise has yice which would prevent their swerving from
blgsgme xzer;leml, when thef s(;:nse of duty is |jt.” (Green). (Matt. 6: 24; Luke 14: 25-33).
slizht, or the definitions of duty vague, it is | A holy God—The word for ¢ God * is plaral
well that the spirit of Joshua should be dis- here and generally, * It directs attention to
played among the leaders of Israel. (L‘f‘s-) | the infinite riches and infinite fulness, contain-
Shew thxs'spmt yourself and urge yourschilars ed in the one divine being, and, therefore, to the
to take this stand. | fact, that if we were to believe in innumerable
TI. DivisioN MADE. 16. God forbid—  gods, and endow them with perfection, they
piesion o herror at the very shoughi. -+ The | (Hengsienberg). _Singe. God. is holy he.de-
{ . . Since Go y -
substance of their reply is this, that as God by : mands that his worshippers be holy likewise
his wonderful deliverance has constituted them | {(Lcv. 19: 25 1 Sam. 6; 20; Matt. 5: 53 Heb.
his peculiar people, and has constantly assisted | 12: 14; Eph. 5: 55 1 Pet. 1: 15,16; I Thess.
them, and proved that he is their God, the in- | 4: 7). * The holiness of the Scriptures com:
gratitude on their pa.t would be despicable, if | bines most closely both glory and holiness ;
they were Ct:\) reject him, and turn to other, God ish holy, inasmuch as he is sep::imted fmﬁ
Gods.” ({Calvin). Three times Joshua made , everything created and finite, and elevate
them repeat their resolve. It was faithfully | above it, especially above sir;, which could
kept while those who made it lived (ch. 24: | only fix its seat within the limits of the finite.”
313 Judg. 2: 7). (Hengstenberg). *¢ Holiness is the principle
17. The Lord our God—*¢Jehovah our! that guards the eternal distinction between the
God.” The reasons given ior their choice are ’ Creator and creature, between God and man ;
elivered them from bondage, (3] He had de. | from beimg infinged. by the sime lova: B
vered them from bondage, ad de- , from being infri ivine H
fended them and provided for them in their | eternally excludes everything evil and imp’ure
jgumey, t{4).g{e"hat% gongu:r?i thefland lf}c:r %m} the gi;ilne naéur;([s& 6:1?).;’ é}iagleﬁp&.
them. Amid a eir defections from the | He is a jealous God—Loyalty to him forbids
true worship of Jehovah, the Israelites had . that any other should share his place in our
never denied his existence or the reality of hearts (Ex. 20: 5). Jealousy is the indigna-
the facts of their history. The pm})hets every- ! tion of love when defiauded of its rights. In
where appeal to these as articles of undoubted , the Divine emotions there is nothing of human
belief and national pride. Their besetting sin ' unreasonableness and sclfishness. Here the
seemns to have been the mingling of heathen | word for ¢ God” is singular, and attention is
17:estyvit111 thekworshitr})1 of G‘qd. éf ::ioutse tthef : :i.mwn :io him as the eﬁce]usi_ve objsc}ozfgi avﬁ:c-
practical result was the entire abandoment of : tion and reverence. will no —
the service of Jehovah. These greatsigns - - He will not tolerate, or overlook your sins
referring to the miracles of which Joshua had | (Ex. 23: 21). Sin is not a light matter in his
just reminded them. Through the midst of eyes. Presumptuous offenders wili not escape
whom we passed (R. V.) —(Num. 20t0 25). with impunity. To the penitent God is ever
T]ie&lsh%\érxeli:las, E(kmitesl,l Moal}),itm. i th 'mercif}l l(‘I':x. 34: 76), 7; Ps. 32: 53 Prov. 28:
e also—As well as thee an y , 13; ¥ john 1: g, 7).
house. He is ourGod —They fully recognize |  20. Strange’ gods—Heb. “gods of the
the intimate and gracious reiationship estab- stranger,” the deities worshipped by g:\e for-
lished by the covenant. They do not mean ' eign heathen nations around the..  He will
that he is their God as distinguished from the - turn—(Jas. 1: 17). The essential nature and
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