
920 'Dralt of JTohn the Baptist

.Uis brothcr Piip'8 wife.. ..hc lied nîarried titterod. H
her v. 17 ; Iteard htim gladly, v. 20 ; laid hold Surch was the
upor John and bound hira in prison, v. 17 ; acter, a curn
senzt an executlioner, and cornmctnded his hc«d to fox.
bc brought, v. 27. Ilb is instructive to trace Thon lor
the downwvard progrcss of flerod. R-e took pages of the
tho first Wrong stop when lhe married lier- Pilate sendin
odins. But bis conscience was flot ontirely lie was thé r
liardened by this flrst sin. lie wvas stili Herod was
ready te listen te John and te folloiw bis (v. 8). Hio
counsel in many things, but not to do the would not n
ono thing whiclî hoe shouild have done, give A long cours
up 1-lerodias. lie kept ncar bis side the and seared b
cause. of bis departure frem, the rigbit path I-e looked u
and lier influence over biai becaine stronger miglit amuse
and stronger, until at last she induced hira ing, for the
te put John in prison. But ev'en ber persua- miracles of
siens could net le&vd the king fartlier in the (v. 8.) Whe
p -atiflcation of he,. murderous designs, until their idie ou:
she took advantage ef a moment when strong ef -%ar arrmay
drink and evil passion bnd stolen away lis thon sent E
brains and drowncid the voice of conscience, llerod who h
and obtained freni hii» the sentence that words, anid
John sbould be bebeaded. wvas now se s

.ierod bad now eut huiseif loose fromi the seorn and rid
ene influence, which -would have kept hini And lb niig
back from evil and gave hiniseif up te, the hlmii. liad I
power which iwould drag hlm down. lis siens and wv
course in the downward, direction beconmes knowvs butt
more rapid. is next appearance in tbe stop by stop
Giospel story is when a certain Phiâtisee a follower of
came te, Jesus and warned hlm that lierod net retrace t
-%as like]y te, kill i hin. (Luke 13: 31, 32. ) i the rond
It -vas in reply te hils warning that our what hope c
lord employed the e contemptuous could net tre
ivords W h weý reafrof his ever liaving utterly incon
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To hav e heard of Jestus leaves us -%vithout It la a good
excuse if wve do net accept Fiim as our Sav- net able te, d
:our. v. 14. v. 17.

Conscience makes cowards ef us aIl. v. 16. To de "nia
A good niotte is te " Resist the begin- must keep, ti

nings" for one -%vrong step leads easily te at eue point
,inetier. Tlîe downward road la steep and 2: 10). v. 20.
Swift. V. 17. Tetm

Our truest friends are tiiose who de not TIl tnempet
fear te rebuke our wrong doing. -%. 18.
"lFaithful are tle wounds of a friend."1 low far si
(Prov. 27: 6.). 1The queen,
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ecalled -Iorod "lthat fox".
Saviour's estiniato of bis char-

~ing, crafty, cruel, treachorous

od again disappears from, the
saered history, until Nve sec

g Jesus te .im for trial because
uler of Galilee. (Luke 23: 7.)
exceeding glad " te sce Jesus.
wvas net afraid of lim ; ho
ow have been afraid of John.
e of sin had bardened bis heart
[s conscience as withi a bot iron.
pon Jesus meroly ns ene who
hlmi and bis courtiers by work-
ir entertainment, one of the
yhichl they lad heard se, nuch.
n our Lord refused te, gratify
riosity, the king with bis men
'cd Hlm in moec splendor and
im, away. (v. 1l.) This sanie
iad fenred John, listened te bis
)beyed xnany et bis counsels,
in-hardened that lie could 1ieap,
icule on the Master ef John.
ht bave been se différent i'ith
îe oaly yielded te the persua-
arnings of thle Baptist, wbo
bat ho iniit bave been led on
until ho should bave beconie

Jesus ? But because lie would
it first false stop, ho wvent on

ihich. led at Iast to ruin. For,
ould there be of a ànan who
at Jesuis seriously? It is levitY
-preliensible and inexcusable.

thing that wicked, people are
0ail the evil they desire te do.

nythings" isnotoîîough. We
ie whole law ef God. To. fal
is te ho guilty ef ail (James

*r i always on the' watch for a
day " to lead us astray. v.'21.

i carnies those wbo yield to it 1
in ber eagerness for revenge,


