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Tue Chicago & Grand Trunk railway recently
purchased of Whito & Hencner, Lapees, Mich,,
16,000 feet of choice black walnut lumber, and
t shipped it to Yort Huron for use in car
building.

Tar William Hamilton Manufacturing Com.
pany, of Peterborough, has ready for shipment
to the Royal Planing Mill Compaay, of New
Westministsr, British Columbiz two mills and
one cngine, ordered January 11th, The boilers
! are 42inches in diamoter and the engine 16x20,
It is also filling an ordor from New York state
" for zaws,

Luuptr men report, according the Kingston
XNews, that the quantity of railway ties taken
out along the line of the Kingston aud Pem.
broke railway, this season, has been very large,
while considerably lcss hemlock lumber has
boen cut this year than Jast,  Cedar posts are
» drug upon tho market, as the supply greatly
' exceeds the demand

+  BEAtcg, P, Q., lumberers complain of the
" absence of sufficient snow for their operations,

Tho following are the approxixato numbers of
, taw-logs that are being taken out this winter
. on the Chaudicre river and itatributarics : ~ Mr,
John Breakey, 200,000; Mr. Hall, 100,000;
' Mr. Crawford, 100,000; Mr. Cahill, 30,000;
Mr. A, Beaulicu, 30,000; total, 460,000,

THE last issuo of the London Economist
notices among now companies in DBritain,
! Miller’s Tanning Extract Co., Limitod.~Jssue
of 8,000 sharc. of £10 cach, of which 2,000
> dares, fully paid, aro allotted to tho vendors.
"This compauy 18 forimed to acquire and extend
i the business of Messra. J. & J. Miller & Co.,
tho inventors and original makers of tauning
extracts, The prico to be paid for the business,
* &e., 18 £41,750, of which £20,000 is represcnted

A TLEGRAK from Duluth, on Lake Superior,
states that the Duluth Lumber Company has
contracted to ship 30,000,000 feet of lumber to
Chicsgo by lake, most of which is to find a
wost and southwest markot. The roads west
and southwoat of Chicago are to give robate
enough to pay for tho lako freight from Duluth
to Chicago, thus depriving tho railroads leading
southwest from St, Paul from getting this busi-
ness with the high tariff.  Last year 5,000,000
fect of lumber was shipped from Duluth to
Saginaw by wator and nearly 1,000,000 bushels
of wheat to Milwaukee.

CaN England produce good axes? This
seoms to bo A question over which there is somo
dispute. A corrospondent of the Ironmonger
recently critizes soverely thosoof Enghish make,
and is somewhat curious to know what Ameri-
can manufacturers would think of having five-
twellths of their product returned as worthless.
One of tho English journals thinks that the case
is not so bad asstated in the Ironnonger, and
that their tool makers and inventors need only
know that a strong and perfect axe is wantod
for the Colonial market, for which a highar
price than the average one will be paid, to set
themsclves to work to take the wind out of the
sails of their Amencan cousins,

Tax Bobeaygeon Independent says :—Mr. J.

oo} M. Irwin, lumberman, has had trouble with

diphtheris. And one of his shanties near Hal-
iburton, a man becameo ill, and went home.
The report was circulatced that he had diphtheria
and though it was afterwards proven that it
was not, a scare took possession of tho shanty
and a numbor of men und teams left,  As the
ten and teams left without notice, and as Mr.
Irwin considored without sufficent cause, and
dumoralised thoshanty, he declined to pay them.
Timothy Crowley and some others entered ac.
tion against Mr. Irwin at Peterboro. An ar-
rangement was arrvied at with all except
Crowley and the magistrate dismissed the cases
with the exception of Crowleys. This is yet to
be heard as time is required to obtain witnesses.
His claum is for 840, [This case 18 also,with-
drawn.]

THE SALE OF TIMNBER.
The following table shows the amount and
value of the timber sold at the office of the
Quebec Provincial Government during the past
year :—

Lots. Price.

JBBUALY cveviavreniass 11,159 $ 9,335 00
February....... veevees 11,122 8,767 00
March.... vivnueeens.. 12,783 11,028 90
Aprilooi. cive vennene. 11,678 9,777 10
May...oviviiiennns veo 11,441 10,231 30
June...... teresceseane 11,203 9,339 30
July . iiiiiiiieneeennns 7,479 5,362 20
August ...... cerere 0o 1,879 65,414 80
September ......0ei... 13940 11,750 30
October...evvsenreenss 14,281 10,076 00
November....... verees 12,712 10,629 90
December ooovvaevass.s 11,881 9,810 20

Total veeeeress..137,558 $112,601 50

THE EXPORT DUTY.
Tae removal of the United States import
duty on lumber is still so remote & contingency
that the question of increasing the export duty
on logs has not lost interest, and may still be
considered apart from the contengency referred
to. Tho Ottawa Free Press, having interviow-
ed tho Commissioner of Customs, returns to the
subject. It roprosents tho Commissioner, in
tho interview, as saying that it was almost im-
possible to collect the export duty, The Free
Press drops its former contentions entirely, and
wisely does 80, and rolies now sltogether upon
tho alleged difficulty of collecting tho duty.
Theo chief difficulty—the one on which great-
est stress is Iaid—i. thus atated by the Fiee
Press :—
** Until tho lnmber crosses the line of demar.
cation it is iv Canndian territory, and cannot
be held for daty, so that tho servicoe of collect-
ing this duty if strickly followed up would be
far in excess of what could be collocted.”
If the logs could not be held for duty until

s by paid up shaves,

J they were into the centre of thelake, and there

was no other remedy, the difficulty would be
great, But has it not occurred to the Free Press
that vessels going to the Uuited States are re
quired to take out clearances, and that the reg-
ulations is inforccd? Thoe United States lum-
bermon who export logs from Canadian terri-
tory aro owners of limits in Canada, and, were
the Government to take up the mutter carnest.
1y, & way would be found of enforcing the law,
and of compelling thewm to respect the laws of
this country. Tho amall quantity of logs that
have herotofose been exported was not of suffi-
cent importanco to attract a great deal of atten-
tion, and the export duty may not have been
enforced as it should hovo boen.  If the Com.
missioner is correctly roported in tho Free Press
it has not been.  But when logs are exported
wholesale, and Canadian lumbermen are placed
at o disadvantage in their own country, to the
advantage of foreigners; and when the coun-
try is loring largely through another country
receiving tho benefits connected with the man-
ufacturing of her logs into lumber, the raatter
can no loager be ignored and st becomes of such
importance that it morits the most careful at
tention of our rulers.

Since writing the above we liave reseived a
commugication from the Customs Department,
in answer to a letter sent there, which puta a
different face on the alleged interview and
makes tho alleged difficulty in collecting the ex-
port duty simply an idea of the Free Press.

The letter concludes as follows :~

** As respects the export duty, I can only say

that is the law is to collect the same at one dollar
per thousand feet upon all logs of pine or spruce,
and that the officars of Customs have the most
particular instructions with reference to this as
well as all othor duties; and I have no reason
to suppose that 1ts collection will be neglected
by any of them under whose survey the expor-
tation may take place.”
#This is sufficent)y oxplicit, as we havo pointed
out above, the collection of the duty is not as
impossibility by any means, and it is absurd to
suppose that the Customs Department would
neglect to carry out the law, The objections
urged aganst the increase asked for are very
weak, and the argumenta in its favor are strong
and indisputable.

THE MORRISON BILL.

TaE bill which Mr. Morrison has introduced
into tho United States Congress to change the
tariff rates on many articles going into that
country has attracted a great deal of attention,
In the first place it is very doubtful if tho bill
will become law. It will take a hard fight to
pass it through the House of Ropresentatives,
and if it isnot strangled there it will have then
to be passed through tho Senate, with it Repub-
lican majority.

If this bill is not adopted by the American
Coungross, there will, for some time, be little
hope of a reciprocity trcaty betweon Capada
and the States, It does not go so far as a com-
prehensive reciprocity treaty would go, and if
its provisions are not acceptable a reciprocity
{reaty that would be beneficial to Canada would
scarcely be accepted by them. And the propos-
ition of tho President to appoint a Commission
to consider tho fishery question and reciprocity,
appears to meot with disfavor,

The part of the Mosrison bill that our readers
will be interested the most in is its provision
for placing certain kinds of Iumber on the free
list. Tho telegraphic summaries of the bill led
us at first to believe that all kinds of lumber
were, if this bill was adopted, to bo placed on
the freo list, the ounly proviso be.sg that coun-
trios which levied an export duty should not be
included. If this was the scope of the mll—
and it may be the intention of 1ts promoters—
Canada would scarcely hesitate to remove the
export duty on logs and thus reciprocate with
our acighbors. It might bo feared that the
removal of the duties would tend to the deplo-
tion of our timber resources, but the benefits to
be derived from the romoval of the duties, thus
frecing the trade from restriction, and in-
icreasing the value of the timber, would be of
such a charactor that our Government and
people would undoubtedly consent to the
proviso,

Fuller particulars regarding the proposed

changes, howsver, appear to show that they are
not of such a character a3 to bo so interesting to
Canada »# was at first supposed. Mr, Wm,
Little, of Montreal, takes this view of the bill
and writes :—

* Wo wore led to expect would place pine and
spruce lumber on the free list, but should the
bill pass in its present shape the only kinds of
lumber made free are thoses specially mentioned
—hemlock, whitewood, sycamnore and basswood
—which now paya duty of a dollar per 1,000
foet, board measure, or half the duty levied on
pine and spruce.

‘*The firat lino of the bill leaves the impres-
sion that the intention is to have lumber hewn
aud sawed free ; but this applies only to lumber
and timber used for spars and in building
wharves. The words hewn and sawn are simply
descriptive of the lumber 8o to be used.

‘ A subsequent parsgraph mentions the par-
ticular kinds of lumber that are to be free, viz .
sawed boards, plank deals and other lumber of
hemlock, whitewood, sycamore and bsasswood,
end all other articles (not kinds) of sawed
lumber. .

““The only sawn articles in pine and spruce
to be free are specially mentioned, such as
clapboards, pickets, palings, lath, and shingles.

““This intention of the bill is clearly shown
by a chargo of 50 cents per 1,000 foot for each
aide planed or finished of all articles made from
the particular kinds of luraber specified—hem-
lock, whitewood, sycamoro and basswood,

“ So that as regards Canadian lumber, the
bill will have no effect whataver, but to give
froe admission to the limited amount of hem-
lock now going to the U. S,, the other woods
—~— whitewood, sycamore aud basswood —not
being produced in Canada in excess of home
requirementa.”

The Montreal Herald believes, from the
wording, that the intention was to include pine
and spruce, but the bill, as reported by the
newspapers, does certainly appear to sustain
Mz, Little's construction of it. If the bill be-
cemes law, it is to be hoped that itaintention
will be made plain, but if Mr. Little’s view is
correct, aven if it does become law, in its pre-
sent shape, it will not be of great importance
to Canadian lumbermen, ulthough it will be a
step in the right direction, inasmuch as hem-
lock, shingles, etc., will be placed on the free
list,

LUMBER DEALERS AND RAILWAYS.

To the Editor of the Canada Lumberman,

Sir,—Had the Toronto lumber dealers no
msans of koowing the season of the year the
railroad officials would supply the information,
No sooner do storms provail than cars are
weighed and excess charges from 60 centsto
$10.00 each car are prosented to dealers,

These charges are something positively
apalling. The mere sight of a freight advice
note, ornamented with red ink figures, causes
the dealer to sigh deeply as he seex all the
profit on the car load gone at one fell swoop.

It is beyond the ken of ordinary mortals how
the charges are made. True, the groas weight
is given, tare deducted, and the net weight,
claimed to be the actual weight of the lumber,
stands forth in all its immensity. To compare
thess freight advice notea will show the most
glaring variations in the weight of lumber.

Permit us to present a few of these with their
sanguinary figures:

1. Gross.. ... vesssess sesacesncss 53,800 1bs,

Tare ...... tessesosssesscssnsss 18,000 ¢

Noteoieriiiies camr aonveeosss 35,800 ¢

Amount on CATiieerresrcnsesss 10,000 ft,
2. Gross..... teeenens cseersasianas 62,000 1be,

TaTO . etereerreonssnsvenconsaess 18,000

Net sveeeeieinrercesscocccecas 44,000 ¢
Amunto on €ar..eevierececces.. 10,704 £,
8. Gross..es eeviiicensenin. eoe. 56,600 lbs,
Tar8.cacisreceiissesercessesse 16,400

Net.ooeriories cevesnneseeea, 88,200

Amount on Caticeerececeescae.. 10,610 ft.
4. Grods..ceseeiciervciecosccecses 46,000

TAO v vreereronssrssasescees 17,800 ¢

Not.ieeeeiierontnioncrenes 28,200 ¢
- Amount OR eM.cesreesecrces., 10,021 ft,
5' GMD...O0‘.'0."".."‘..'00' “’m lh
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