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INFORMATION WANTED,

Tho Globe had tho following cditorial under
the heading ** Information Wanted Concering
Our Forest Woalth":—

o havo already remarked upon the abrenco
of any definite information as to tho oxtent of
one pine lands and the charncter of the timber
anding theroon.  Wo havo sugpested that an
official investigation be held before porwns
authorized Lo call for the statistics nud other
facts necessary to get an nccurate ides of the
revenue from timber dues horeaftor to b roceive
ol by the Province; to colloct information
jan practicable methwds of forest consorvation;
to consider how far the very eflicient German

B ystem of forostry can bo introduced here; tad

generally to tako such steps as will tend to
bring about n cessation of many extremely

B wasteful practices on tho part of hunberers and

the owners of timbered lands,

“Upon n great many important points in
forestry thero is now a plentiful Jack of infor
mation.  All wve know about our forests ix con-
tainal in tho report of the Agricultural Com-
masion. That report is a perfect mine of
nfnmation concerning tho arngncultural state
of the tonushipa in this Provinee, and so far as
the Cummission was concerned in the subject of
forestry, its dutics wero oxceodingly well per.
fomed. For instance, wo learnced from that
report for tho first time that, in tho older part
of the Province, thero are only ten counties in
which more than two.thirds of ** Jand has
been clearod, and only two counuw. .n which
moro than three-quarters of the land has been
deared.  What wo want now is further infor.
mation in this direction, Especially is it desir.

§ ablo that wmeans be taken to diffuse among thoe

owners of stawding timber imformation concern-
ing its present and progpective value, Had.
woud tinber, standing in any placo where it can
be casily won, is bocoming very valuable, As
repeets black birch, the prospect scems to i
that it will soon bocome tho mosy valuablo of
car forest trees, 8o rapidly is furniture made
A wonl
intimo might provent the felling for firewnod of
many a valuablo birch, maple, or oak, It is
alw desirablo to know how far the use of poplar
in paper-making is likely to otend, and the ex-

& tent of the supply of that woud standing within

easy reach of tho papor mills,  Tn somo parts of
o New England poplar already brings 38 a cord
pr papes making, and wood for those mills is
taken from Canada in great quantities. It may
te that only accurate inforination is wanted in
onder to compel tho Yankeo paper-makers to

Riay us o much better prico than they do for

thar raw material.  Tho supply of basswoed,
and the eatent to which that wood is ecnpable of

Bbeg + ulized, would bo another interesting
fivint for investigation,
B ome practical means found of exacting fulfil-

There might also be

ment of promises made by the railway comn-

Bianies which asked and received aid from

Cansdzan towns on the promiso that cordwood
1t is too bad
that, within & hundred miles of Toronto, and
cloce to a railway aided liberally by the city,
the clearings of new scttlers should still be
burnt an the o1d wasteful style, simply becauso

Bl the rulway docs not care to aid in reducingg the

aupply of wood available for its own fucl. But

such 18 the case.
g “Then there is a great ficld for usefulness in
& Lie collection and dissemination of intelligence
oncerning tho ro-clothing with timber of thou-

ands of acres of land which ought never to

Mhave been cleared for agricultural purposcs.

Thero ts seareely o township, and an somo town-
ips not a fann, which has not somo land

fvhich conld bo moro profitably put to growing
Jumbcr than to any otber purpose. Bare hill-

des, ko poor for orchards, might bo put to uso
owing poplar or some other quick-growing

Jtree, and the planter of the trees might begin to

froave his money back in ten years from the
intinvestinent.  Of young hickorivs weimport
pandrods of thourands yearly, from Ohio aud

Eisenhere, that might iust as well bo growa at

iotne.  Tus xomo parts of the Province the black
nut i, bt be grown at aprofit.  In all parts
bero is <ar, ething moro to Lo done with timber
isdone. A\ very general desire is arising
20g the farmers to do somcthing in tho way

of tree-planting,  What they want ia detailed
and accurato information as to tho best direc.
tion in which to bestow thewr work, and this
information could bust bo obtained in tho
wmauner wo have indieated.”

HAKINO IRON OOLUKNB SECURE.

So many accidents have uccurred at fires to
lifo and property by the sudden giving .way of
irn columne usod for supports to tho varivus
floors of Luildings, that such colums are lovked
upon with dietrust by fireren, and ther uso dis-
cournged.  When thoy becomo heated by fire
thoy arvapt to break entirely, thus letting the
upper Hoors fall. It wax in consequenco of the
giving away of the irvit columna at the Broad-
way fire, some timo ago, that the floars from
cellar to roof fellin and two fiecwuen who wero
on the rvof were hurried to o terriblo death in
the secthing furnace within the binklng.  All
lango cities are full of buildings whose soveral
flours are supported on ion colunms, and, in
case of fire, they aro quite as hikely to collajso
a8 did the ono wo refer to.  Our building laws,
which arv yot crude and imperfect, permit their
we, and, as they are cheaper than most any.
thing that could Lo usead instead, they ars still
favorites with buildoes,  Tho very best thing to
take tho place of iron columns would bo col-
umns of brick, but vbjection is mado to them
that thoy take up too much roomn and are tiot
ornamental,

Many experimeuts have been trivd with a

view to making iron columns fireproof, or at
Jeast sutficiently so to bo able to stand a small
fire in their noighborhvod without bending, and
thus b.inging the entiie building to the ground
in ruing, Iong before it would be destrayed by
tho fire alime. Caxing the columns with wood,
asbestos, brickwork, cte., has been tried, and
some of th: methoads hase been described in the
Jouryal. Rcccntl) two more suggestions have
been made. Ono s to incloso tho culwmums in
rings of terra cotta, put on aver tho top when
the colwmm is set up. Theso would act as a
shield to keep off tho heat till the firv could be
subdued. The plan is simple and incexponsive,
and has the added advantage of giving oppor.
tunity to make the columus highly ornamental,
as terra cotta readily lamds itself to decorative
treatment.
Tho sccond plan js to fill the colummns with
water. Todo this tho plates or castings, usually
placed between the columns whero thoy stand
one over tho other, have holes or openings of
somo kind, so that therois a freo commusica.
tion from column to column, from the bottom
to the top of the building.  Where columns are
already erccted, short pipes arc used to connect
them at each floor.  The uppennast column is
algo provided with asmall escape-pipe, passing
through the roof to the open air, At tho baso
of cach tier of culutns a pipo is connected with
the street mains, so tht all the columns may o
filled with water, cither permancntly or on
emergency. When thus filled with w ter and
provided with an escapo forthe expanaon of the
water or steam, tho columns wouldt stand un-
harmed until every floor wis bumad out. Were
the “=dersalso hallow and filled with water in
th  samo manncr, both girders and coluinns
would undoubtedly stand intact, cven after all
the floors and the roof had fallen in, and they
could bo used again in rebuilding. Tho «ystem
has the merit of cheapness and ease of applica-
tion, and is patented in this country.  We have
little confidence, however, iniron columns under
the conditions incident to agreat fire, and tho
sooner their use 18 prohibited by law the better
it will be for the public.— Pirenten's Journal.

A Will gnd a Way to Exceate,
Weare in receipt of THE CANADA T.UNBER:
MAN, how transferred to tho proprictosship of
Toker & Co., aud published semi-monthly at
Peoterborough, Ont.  As its title indicatos, it is
devoted to the lumber aud tiwber interests of
the Dominion, and prowises to advocato ail
measures tending to the advantage of the trado
it represents, and to furnish full and reliable
renorts upon the co ndition of tho me:uh-m
market, statistics, ete. Its introductory is
written as if thero was a will and a™vay to
executo behind the promises made, which must
place the journal in full rank with others of its
kind,—New York Real Estate Record,

BURLINGTON, VTy IN BLECTION,

Although doing a lante husiness in lutuber
the extenxive market of Burlington has nu
ayatematized method of inspection,  Steps are,
howoever, in progress looking to that end, and
probably before long rules and repulations ve
poeding inxpection will bo adepted by the
dealers in that gection.  While vach lumberman
now has an ingpector of his own, o variety of
customs provail, notwithetanding an endeavor
on the part of all toward mniforniity.

Tho grades recognized in tho Durlington
market arv as follows : Selects, Shelving, Second
Shelving, Pickinge, Shippers, Box, and Mill
Culln,

Theso gradings apply to wido lumber from
cight inchiea and upward.

Strips twelve feet long and upwand are clascesd
a8 1st Quality, 2nd Quality, 3nd Quality and
Box.

Under twelva feet in length the clanses of
scconds and thirds are ¢omb ued ax otie, while
all unfit for this grade xo into a still Inver
grado of 3rd Quality or into a new wrade of
Box.

Spruce is divided into three wradex, namely
Clear, No, 1 and No. 2

Seleets. Comprise the (uu-r gradex of Iumber,
and includo all fair widths approaching to thoe
upper grades of other markets, and wited to all
the finer finishivg purposes, for which the tim-
ber is adapted.

Shetving. Includes ten, twelve and fourteen
inch satock, and is classed as first and secend
shelving, as to relative quahty and adaptability
to the purpese indicated ; first quality ranks
about seven dollars per thousand below keleets,
whilo the xecond quality 18 from fivo to soven
dollars below tho first,  Inboth qualities moro
or less knots and gap will be allowed, not affect-
wg tho boand for the purpase from which it
derives its name.

Pickings. A grade of lumber of any width,
suitedd to ono eide finishing, embracing sap
boards, and generally such lumber as while
from width not fitted for shelving, is more de-
fective than selects, yet filling o position which
must otherwise bo occupied by selects.  Ax in
other markets, it may be called the eream of
tho common. It is relatively in prico about
twelve dollars below selects,

Skippers. Are of diversified widths, without
shako or caso knots, and freo from large coarse
knots, comprising the best of the common after
tho picks are removed.

Box. Comprises a grado poorer tha shippers,
yet tating tho i of the common, in all fairly
sound and merchantable lumber,  Tn prico it is
from two to three dollars below whippeyy,

The grades of shelving (first and seeond)
Pickings, Shippers and Box are, ono and all,
selections from Connuon, mado with reference
to adaptability to tho uses indicated by their
designations,

Aill Culls. Are tho poorest grade of lumber
adapted to any dtility, or recognised as wmer-
chantable, and bear tho samo description as tho
same prace in other markets —Lumberman's
Hand-Book.

AVERAGE WEIGHTS OF LUMBER.
Tho following table shows tho average obtain.
ed in tho actual shipment from Chicago of
20,000,000 feet of pine lnnber, during an entiro
scason 2
Iounds,
1, 1 and 1einch surfaced 1 e eevve.ovennas,esd
Tho xume, surfaced 2sldes.ov,... ...
2-Inch surfacad 1 side
White pine flooring,
Hand pine flooring
Shiplap, Snch ooueess
Ship lap, 10-inch........
Shiplap, 12dnch o, coieianaan.
White pine, $-dach mlliug e
Hard pine, 3-inch ccllln,,
Siding.....
Piote stuff, rouy
Piece stuff, surfaoed ono stde and one odge ..

IRCTTRORS A S5

.« 2200

Thin cloar, surfacod one lde.conseiiiieeieneee 1,350
iccﬂlng.............. ceeennanss 1120

Rough boands...
Hanl pine hnc}.

6 Inch fencing

Pino shingles. .. e
Codar ehingluy.. .. ceesireass 208
Doy lathecrreoirestsasiesniineninsieconrsennyes 502

LUNBERING IN MANITOBA.

The Fanerson Iternafional of darch 2th,
wava that James Carney, of Carney & Watson,
vikitd the firm's Iogging cap up the nver,
near Acton, last Friday, and roturned home on
Monday, acermpanied by his partner, Me,
Watsan, whe hasgone 4o Winnipeg ob business,
Thing« are reported as bowaning at the camp,
and a tange nambier of vak by are being got
out.  The firm oxpect their saw mill machinery
abanut the 15th or 20th of  \juil, and will rush
tho erection of the mill ko a8 to comnuenco aaw-
img early in tho xeaent. The fitm evpecta to
handle half a million feet of logs and 30,000 feet
of piles duriiye the comingg seas, They o
peo ta do their share in helping along tho
Emeran business boom, The boys are enter
prising, and deserve todo well in their gaw null
enterprice  as e doubt they will, as thoe farmers
of Southery Manitoba have searcely yeo begun
to prenvide then <elves with cumfortable barns
aned pranaries, and will rquire an inmnenao
amonnt of nmber of the claxs that the Emerson
steam aw mill wilt tum aug, to say nothing of
the demaned fear oak tinther which will bo made
by various municipalition for bridges and cul
verte. BBy the titne that trade has been satistied
the Red Lake Indian Reserve will have been
apanod up, and Messre, Carney & Watson can
then turn their attention te pinc lumber, the
logs for which will bo brought down the Red
Lakle aud Red Rivers  Ewerson will then not
only support ono mill, but a dvzen, Messrs,
Carney & Watson's nill will be located on the
river bank north of Park street,

THE SHIP BUILDING SEASON.

Owning to several eauses, the season for ship-
Luilding has not opened wath as good pronnse
ax ship Luilders anticipated 1t would last fal),
Treights at present arv o low that thero s hittle
cncoraenent to binkders to commenco bulding
yardw, and if thero is nutan advance soon, most
of tho yards which are buxy now will remain
idlo after tho vessels at present building ara got
off.  Ship timber is very dear also, and thero
seeras to bo no pruspect of a fall in price, owing,
it i said, to the scarceness of . Tho searces
ness wag caused by many men who formerly
wers engaged in getting out slap timber going
into tho womds to got out logs, 1 view of tho
unusual activity m that branch of busincss,—
St John, N, 1., Globe.

Hucduon's m\) o I’Mnlmc 0ntlﬂ for the
Northew oxt.

During the past summer the engineers of the
Nelnon River Railway Company have sursoyed
a milway routo between Norway House at the
outlet of Lake Winnipeg and Fort Churchill on
the Hudsons Bay. ‘Tho distance between theso
places is about three hundred and fifty miles,
Tho survoyed voute first follows the course of
tho Nebon River for a distance of nearly ono
hundred miles over alovel country. The nost
part of the rowd is over a broken rocky comtry,
where the Nelzon River has o descent of nearly
soven hundeed feet to thelower platean, whers
the conntry again becomes lovel, and continues
so to Hudson's Bay.  Upon entering this rocky
range the surveyed ronto leaves the Nelson
River, taking a more nertherly courso toward
the valley of the Churchill River, which 1s
reached at its ontrance on tho lower platea,
and continues to follow the courso of the river
to its outlet in IIudson’s Bay. Tho cstimated
cast for building tho read-bed is ten thousand
dollars a mile on the platean and soventeen
thousand a 1nile through the rocky portion of
the route, or an averago of twelve thousand
dollars per mile along the whole routo.

It is clained that by thix routo it will bo
possiblo to transport grain from tho Saskatche-
wan Valley to Liverpool for less than it will
cost to carry it to Montreal by the proposed
railway north of Lake Superior.

Professor Bell, of the Canadian Geologiceal
Survoy, whe xailed from Fort Yark, Hudson's
Bay, and passed through Hudson's Straits in
the latter part of last September, saya that sail-
ing vessclshavorometimes conniderable difliculty
anl delay in getting through, but steamshiys
can ke the voyagoat any time between tho
first of Alny and November, s tho straits are
nearty one hundred miles wide in the narrowest

part, and tho chanuel isnot obetructed by ice,



