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Thoec points wero sil docideti in imîvor of tha 1'rcsluytorans ; andti du
argumenta oun both sides wuc aiworw.irds pîublisleul, undter Ille title ai Ille
Il rcat Dohato betweeii litipuiiudeney andl l'rosbytery." This docisiouî
vias presoenteti ta îiriiinas cluinublo adruco of tha Asoniîbly;
wher. it diti nat exporieuci fliat kiuîlly receîtin wlîiel thue iSottisîit
couusinissianers cspueiaily exiiecteti. lund tiof ailirîîiigi witli the As-

iseniblY, tuai tuo l'resbyteriaiî forri of Cliharchu ga'veriincnt lias of diiane
gfplinttMCuît, il W.1- Siiuîply enCteIVI1, Il '!'hut it iS 1lail anid IgrCeaI)IO t0
tho Word of 0o1I, chîat the Clutrcli sioul'! ho gtovLrnat l'y ClaRsiecal and
Syfiodical AweiîîilIiîQ..' lit ail c.isas euîauuiuiiaî'ra appea I
waà permîitteil la tua civil pa~~tvr, %viii'it %vilog sonusent, Ille sentence
I'oulti fot take eflct. 'iThu Scotelct îuisiur cîoîi~c agalhîs'
ihese praceeuing4,.as cîîuirely licyoîit 1rite lîr.visimee (i the civil îîîagic-traîa
hîut tho Prliaiieît , finit t.' ilicir lirîiist, .îîîl afraidli CI cs:alîlisluuiilg a1

Friîsbyterimîn, iniua I of I :1iumiulpal tyraniiy, iurcatciieî tliin ivilu au lire-
enunirc, Wiîeî titey 4i(CtttlY SuIImIi'îCd.

Tho Assaiibly noxt reviseil au nmtriral versioni i the l'sr.iniq, to bu
sang in cliîirchies. lis autithuor %vas Mr. Franicis ao4 miiiviiiber of ilin
Ihouac af Corliens, aiîîl lay zassoS.sur il% the Assecibly nif l)viîcs.
Afier careTul ruvision, it was aîiprovcd [lih liy tlh eeull aîîd P'ar-
Hiamtent ; andi being« itnsitie(l ta 55eotlanît, aitar a sill fardlier ravisai,

,came fiti gaucûrai use. It is the version tise.! ai dia proscrnt day iii ail
the Scotch chunrehes.

Tho most important maliter sent dowiî ly tlia Parliaineni Io the As-
seinbly, mti %lomantlcti hîcir nitîcntiun-ilio propriety of revising ibo
thirty.nina articles af the Unîircit of Enghsid. 'l'iuso .1ricles wec
originally composeml in 1551, in the reigi of 1<lward Sixth, by Arclîbi-
shop Cranimer andi Jishuop Ridloy, aiid ilion coataineti forty-two articles.
They wero farmati on tho basis oi 'Zitîglu's Thiioooy, :suit wero pub-
Iicly approved-at a Syuuot liolti ai Loadrut, ini 155L,. T1hiey wero niter-
wards reviseti iii tho reigns nf Quien Mlimahaîl, anti reduecui tn thirty-
saine ; anti thoy still serve nq the boqt nieditîn liateen Calvinisniuon the
anae band, anti Arminia-nisai un hli: ollir. 'ITho abject of he Asanbly
wa@ ta maire thairs mura Cilvîiiisic ; andi ta mollet clieni as nearly as
passible on the decisions ai tile Syuînti oi Dort. Blut it, was Soul oii nd

tlhat tho task was tiîarly iuipraetiiciblt-, an!] leavo %vas reques-eul front
Parliamant, ta ho îucrîiiitetd tu draw op an cniirely new1eýrcd. Permis-
sien hiving beon granitci, a coiliiints vi:îsa ppoiiîted l'y thu Assoîilly
ini 1645, ta draw ap a Confessi*on o ai-1 ii; bot their labor waq nat cent-
pieted tilt 1647, wlîan it was subînititd ta thia Parliainent for approvai.
The English Parliament chiangeti the titla ino Articles ai Religion, anti
matie tha iollowing important retrcnechnion'.s. They refusait ta sancin
the 3Oîh anti 3Ist cliapters Il<oi Church Censuires," andi "Ilo Synoils anti

Caunceila, and tha f7urtii sec-ion ai ehipter 29, Il ni Christian Libmerty
and Liberty oi Conscienice." lit Scotianti, the wlîuL wttA passeti, undenr
the tit1a oiriinally îîraposed by tiio Asseicnbly - anti was aptîroveti af at
Edinburgb, by tha supremna Cliurelî Court, ou tue 27titut AiguAt, 16 17.
In explanation ai tlia clause, that Il tia.gtralcs nuay lawiully eail a y
nad of ministers, and ctiller r'it person?, ta c0113uls anti atiso with about
matters ai religion I" îhîay allirincti thant thîey lliaderstnnti it I "ouly ai
kirks net settleti or constitittedinl point af garerneuct ;" itughi ste
Westminster Assoinbly inat hava îinticrs.om il, ai a body receiubling
themacîves ; ma mara dalihîcratiro Agiciii'îly %vliti u y oclesiastica 1
autharity whataver.

Tho question has beau msked, wlon1did the tuesmblY compose the
Longfer andi Shortcr Catchisnîi aI Ta ihis euquiry, no very saîîsfactory
aaswer bas bocn returneti ; ant di question is btill luit ii inuci obscur-
ity, whethêr it was conîîîospd by ait indîviduai, or hy aýcoinîniitco of tha
Assembly. Tho nîost iîiierestiiig- document oi the aga, andt arie wlîil
wauld hava given ample satismictiuî ais ail suoda subjecis, tlîo minutes of

AssenîblY, were huent in tue great rire in Lonîdon, in 1666. The o-
babiiity, Itowovcr, is, huai itose caîciisnis wcrocoîniposeti by a collmnit-
tee. Tho teosson why thu lîrivata aceauîu, ivritten by menibers ai tha

Anemhly, shed ne satimîiactary bighîit an tiîis intercsting subjeet, proably
us, ihat they nover beaîna subjects ai discusiam. On1 pureiy doctrinal
points, ail was uîîaniniity bath ini Parlianien. ant in the A.scmhly.
OnIy twa diasents on suoit questions wec entcred--one an tlîa dactrine
ai reprobation, anti the other on the imputation ai thc activa nipa
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sivo oheiinco of Christ. Ami such unanimity, thern wras no taon' for
dkicussion ; scuit luence WCi have tittle correcti nformatiion un the q'mpo-

etitiun of the catechisins. At the llicentti.-ry of dIl IVestimusîcelr Assan-
lMy, hiel t ai nlitirgh, out th 12thîanti l3ili of July, 184, the following
iiiicresltig anecdote, respcuiîîg silo Siiorter C.ilcliimi, was, related by
ltoiert l'au!, E.q -- Il Il 1î19 bent ruLaI-tl," snys hi', Il ihi the Commnit-

tcoc Ar l)iviinc s wl',> %Vara cigagod iii frailiing il, came ta a pase, when
il lî:d to bc decideil %viieli (if ilicin should preparo îlîu anewcr ta that
înnst sîlcunip umesiî ' wlint is (h>.V t'Ait -. itott -taek (roîîn the îask
-cacli elle I.cling, hlinîiLf Io [)a ilîîenpetent f.or the îlîîty. At Ieîîgîî,
il Wag nercecat : il holti ho perforuîod by tîjo yoiigos i 11 lhia l nolg
litani, wlmiour lit) shouîld tisrii ont ta lin. Whly ihu yoittigest slîould bo
Iixcdl îpoîî fur tintiprt.akisg Oint froîîî winîchle iluos imaacd anti cxpori.
luiceti hll s'hrui, il la îîot vcry ealcy Ko se but sa il was ;nitdMhen

the-' inlivlîmal lia, hcon 01%1 soloceîed, il wîs routi thit lie woîilt con-
Sont te VeigaVaoI lleih d'ily .o gnuii1 10om nly tipnn tisu condtiion,
thi %vliite lin w.q -%n viîîî 1layed, Ille wlî'hci of lus bretiîren qauld separ-
atc'ly l'cîko lcuq tvcî t silent -and c.,rne3t piraycr, that lie zîîiglîî ho

m'pcciaîly getid( by the ffiv'iai Spirit in the ftilment of hout work. To
tinq thy consainedt, amîti wiflîiî a tîrieýl )pice ai jima ho praductil that
incinoral'la -wr <lo iq la mispiuit, iniite, tincharigeahlc, and eternal.
iii lus bisg, wisloîu, liower, lir.ljiiii, justice, gootinesî and truth'-a

sentencIOllis, contiîiîg au dofinition or mtaternant at dits primary criat
ai religion, whieiu for fulii aud concentration, has nover beau @ir-

I1afled, andi wlîich, under th circurastances that havo beon mari-
tiuneti, iinay ho Iaoked ulion as hairing bron alinost the iiiairs of
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'l'lie sil'selpent. history of tho Confession af Faitis may be regarded as
atniast jîleuticil with %hnt of uIl churches Who have atiopteti it Us i!îci
qyiuhaol. 'l'lie Engliuli 1'rcs!ytorians sinon dîought it tac etringent, and
lienea tisny nnly rtiltiiretl candidates for the minlstry te sugn it with this
snoodufying clause, "$'8> fair as nagreoalile ta tho Word oi Godt1, un oxplan.
lion whielà would have ailoweil an icidividuai ta toign the iMahommedan
Koran, or tia Indien Sijster. elle resaIt rnigh have been easily fort-

.qeen. Thorn wns at strong tendoney in the age ta Socinlaniom; the min-
imury geridualy liee-uno first Armtn andi then Socinian ; plety gpaduahy
dicti andi as. the proselît day, the Presh)yterian churchès belonging Ko
tia Puritan divines, are Unitarian ineeting-houses. The vencrable

Matthew llenry wait soarcely coiti in his grave, hefore bis chape! ini
Chiester passoti over ta tho Ariane ; anti noies frrins that pulpit, whcro ho
9na faitbfîlly proclaiint tho Saviour's diviniîy and &telnement. thore le
field forth stiels utngînas, as tlia dignity oflîuinan nature, the bcauty ai
Virtuel and tia intoleanco af what the preacher ia pleaseti ta cali Cal-
viiîiie lîigniry. They show strangera the littla oaît table where
<latîluiw Hlenry wrote lus eoîtiiuentary, and i% l ibrary ; but when crna

contrsts the gleririas past with %ho niocrolul procrint, the caclaination
hijism involuntarily froin tha lires, Il Ilow lias the golti becomo dim !
ifati tlieg cluurclios insistI ilia'. the Confession of Faita shoulti bc
signeil Wîu.hout -.11Y quatiiying clause, the resu!î asighe have bea !dif-
fercont.

''li daingers iliat yet tirastea the Confession ai Faith are imminent.
'rliae tcndecey oi thea prescnt aga is ta low Arrniianian'and Pelagian-
isîn ; andi moin are anxious ta divide the bottor ai salvation between the
Crcator ante acature. Tho partii~ for andi against the Confession,
havo been styleti Olti anti New Sehool ; but the termes ecrly shoulti bo
Calvinist andt Pelmîgian. Moan thes new achoal thoologiaus ecarly
utniolthcir viows, thoy intiloato that the Bible andi the Confession af
Faihi arecfnot exacihy in harmany on the doctrine ai election ; that Christ
is nat God's cternal Son', that ie doctrine of the. imuatian of Manies

muin anti oi Clurist's rigluîeousnosi, la mu. meto imputation ai effects ; that
tha termas, covariant of works anti cotrenant ai graco, convey no distinct

iîncaning ; that Christ's death is flot a satisfaction for sin, hut sinuply a
doinomîstration oi the rightoaumnou ai Goil, a graund #hum by whicA God
imjposes oit the universe, anti that Christ did nct die excluasively for bis
people, or for his abjureht, but for the world ; aud yet his death Pocures
ano made salvation. Whou mach preachers beiang to a Calvinsistle
Chu rch, thoy voit their mesning untier loose andi ambiguous pîrsaeology ,
ant alk about liA ergs! and illikral expositions ai the Confession of Faitb,
tilt nt tast the very fotunatlat iofa Divine truith are sobverte..


