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‘Theeo points were all decided in favor of tho Preshytorians ; and tho
argomionts on both sides wero aftorwarda published, under the titlo of tho
« GGreat Dobato between Indopondeney anld Presbytery,”  ‘This decision
was presented to parliament, as tho humblo advico of tho Assombly ;
whers it did not cxperionco that hindly reeeption which tho Scottish
cominissioncrs cspecially expected.  Instead of allirming with the As-
scmbly, that tho Presbyterian form of Church gavernment was of dizine
appoiniment, it was simply cnacted,  ‘I'hat it is lawful and agrecable to
tho Word of God, that the Church should bo guverned by Classical and
Synodical Assemblics.” In all eases uf oxcommunication, an appeal

was pormitted o the civil power, withont whoss consent, the sentence |

could not take effeet,  ‘[he Scoteh cotumissioners remonstrated against
thoso procoedings, as entirely beyonl the provineo of the civil magistrato;
but tho parliament, firta to their purpose, and afraicl of esiablishung
Proshyterian, instea L of Lpiscopal tyranny, threatened them with a P'ro-
taunire, when they silently submitted.

Tho Assombly next ravised a motrical version of the Psalms, to be
sung in churches.  Tts author was Mr, Francis Rous, a member of the
Houso of Comnione, and a lay assessor in the Assembly of Divines.
Afror carclul rovision, it was approved hoth by tho Assembly and Par-
lisment ; and being transmitted to Scotland, after a still farther revisal,
.camo into genoral use. It is tho vemsion used at tho present day in all
the Scotch churches.

‘Tho most important matter sent down by tho Parliament to tho As-
sembly, atill domanded their attention—tho propriety of revising the
thirty-nino articles of tho Church of England. ‘I'heso articles wero
originally composed in 1551, in tho reign of fSdward Sixth, by Archbi-
shop Cranmor and Bishop Ridloy, and then contained forty-two articles.
Thoy wero formod on tho basis of Zwingle's ‘Theology, and were pub-
lizly approved-at a Synod held at London, in 1852, ‘They wero after-
wards revised in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and reduced to thirty-
nino ; and they still serve as the best medium between Calvinism on the
ono hand, and Arminianism on tho other. ‘I'he object of the Assembly
was to mako them moro Calvinistic ; and to model them as nearly as
possible on the decisions of the Syuod of Dort.  But it wag seon tound
that tho task was nearly impracticable, and leave was requested from
Parliamont, to be permitted to draw up an catirely now ‘ereed.  Permis-
sion having been granted, a committro was appointed by the Assembly

in 1645, to draw up a Confession of Faith ; bus their labor was not com- R

ploted till 1647, whon it was submitted to the Parliament for approval.
Thae English Parliament changed the title into Articles of Religion, and
made tho following important retrenchments.  They refused to sanction
the 30th and 31st chapters “ of Church Censures,” and “ of Synuds and
Councils,” and tho fourth seetion of chapter 29, « of Christian Lilierty
and Liberty of Conscienco.” In Scotlund, tho whols was passed, under
the title otiginally proposed by the Assemblys and was approved of at
Edinburgh, by the supremo Church Court, on the 27th of Augusdt, 1617,
In explanation of tho clause, that ¢ magistrates may lawfully eall a Sy-
nod of ministers, and other fit persons, to eonsult and adviso with about
matters of roligion;” they affinned that they understood it “only of
kirks not settled or constituted in point of government;” though the
Waestminstor Assombly must have understood it, of a body rescinbling
themsolves ; a mero deliberative Assembly withsut any ccelesiastical
authority whatover.

The question has been asked, when did the Assembly compose tho
Longer and Shorter Catechisms?  To this enquiry, no very satisfactory
answer has been returned ; and the question is still left in much obscur-
ity, whether it was composed by an indwvidual, or by a comnuttes of the
Assembly. ‘Tho most interesting document of the age, and ono which
would have given ample satisfaction on all such subjects, the minutes of
Assembly, were burnt in the great fire in London, in 1666. ‘The pro-
bability, lowover, is, that these catechisms were composed by a commit-
tec. The reason why the privato accounts, written by members of tho
Assembly, shed no satisfactory light on this interesting subjeet, probably
is, that they never becaine subjects of discussion. On purely doetrinal
points, all was unanimity both in Patlianient and in the Assombly,
Only two dissents on such questions wero entered—one on the doctrine
of reprobation, and the other on the imputation of the active and pas-
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sivo obedicnce of Christ.  Amid such unanimity, there was no room for
discussion ; and henco wo have little cosreet information on the egnpo-
sition of the catechisms. At tho Bicentuary of the Westminster Assom-
bly, held at Edinbuegh, on the 12thand 13th of July, 1843, the following
interosting ancedote, respecting the Shorter Catechism, was related by
Robert Paul, Faq. 1= It hna been related,” says he, ¢ that the Commit-
too of Divines who wero engaged in framing it, camo to a pause, when
it had to be decided which of them should preparo the angwer to that
most solemn question, ¢ What is God ' All stood aback {rom the task
—ecach ono fecling himself to bo incompetent for thoe duty. At length,
it was agreed that it should bo performed by the youngest man among
thom, whoover ho should turn out to ba,  Why tho youngest should bo
fixed upon for undertaking that from wlich tho most aged and expetie
anced had sheunk, it is not very easy tosee; but go it was; nud when
the fndividual had been thus seleeted, it was fouud that ho woeuld cone
sent to engags i the daty nssignod to him, only upon one condition,
that whilo ho waa so employed, tho whole of his brethren should separ-
atoly betako themaelves to silent and carneat prayer, that he might ho
anecially guided by the Diviac Spirit in the fulfilment of his wotk, To
this they consented, and within a brief space of timo he produced that
memorablo answer, * God is a spirit, infinite, unchangeable, and cternal,
in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth’—a
sentenco thig, comtaming o definition or statemient of the primary truth
of religion, which for fulncss and concentration, has never been sar-
passed, and which, under the circumstances that have beon men-
tivned, may bo looked upon as having been alimost the dictato of
ingpiration.”

‘I'ho sabsequent history of the Confession of Faith may be regarded as
almost identicnl with that of the churches who have adopted it as theis
symbol. ‘T'he English Prosbyterians scon thought it too stringent, and
heneo thoy anly required candidates for the miniatry to sign it with this
modifying clause, “ 35 far as agreoable to tho Word of God,” an oxplan-
tion which would have allowed an individual to sign the Mahommedan
Koran, or tho Indian Shaster. 'The result might have been easily fore-
acen. ‘There was a strong tendency in the age to Socinianism ; the min-
istry geadually becamo first Anian and then Socinian; piety gradually
died ; and at the prosent day, tho Presbyterian churchés belonging to
tho Puritan divines, aro Unitarian meeting-houses. Tho vencrable
Matthow Henry was scarcely cold in his grave, before his chapel in
Chester passed over to tho Arians; and now from that pulpit, whero ho
g0 faithfully proclaimed the Saviours divinity and atonement, there is
hield forth such dogmas, as the dignity of human nature, tho beauty of
virtue, and the intoleranco of what tho preacher is pleased to call Cal-
vinistic bigotry. They show strangers tho littlo oak tablo where
Watthaw Henry wrote his commentary, and his library ; but when ono
contragts the glorious past with the moumful present, the exclamation
bursts involuntarily from the lips, * How has tho gold becomo dim !
Iad these churches insisted that the Confession of Faith should bo
gigned without any qualifying clause, the result might have been 'dif-
ferent.

I'ho dangers that yet threaten the Confession of Faith are imminont.
‘Tho tendency of tho prescnt aga is to low Arminianism and Pelagiane
ism ; and men aro anxious to divide the honor of salvation between the
Creator and tho creature. Tho partivs for and against the Confession,
have been styled Old and New School ; but the terms clearly should be
Calvinist aud Polagian. When theso new school theologians clearly
unfold their viows, they intiinato that the Bible and the Confession of
Faith aro not exactly in harmony on the doctrine of olection ; that Christ
is not God's eternal Son ; that tho doctrine of the iinputation of Adam's
sin and of Christ's righteousness, is a mero imputation of effects ; that
tho terms, covenant of works and eovenant of grace, convey no distinet
meaning ; that Chris's death is not a satisfaction for sin, but simply a
domonstration of tho rightcousnces of God, a grand sham by whick God
imposes on the universe, and that Christ did not die exclusively for his
people, or for his chnrch, but for the world ; and yet his death socures
no man's salvation, Whea such preachers belong to a Calvinistic
Church, they veil their meaning under loose and ambiguous phraseology ,
and talk about liberal and illiberal expositions of the Confession of Faith,
till at last the very foundations of Divine truth are subverted.



