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SPU-RLOUS OR GENUIlUE REVIVALS
-WFIIO1{?

Most of Mie churches are now tryinc, te
prenieto a revival. Seme must have seme-
thingy or die. Other.q art, under ne necessity
Of a revival te keep up their outwvard or-
ganization; but hiaving &. naine te live, they
are dead. Every churcli net neov zealous
and active, whatever its moral virtues may
be, needs a revival, that it miay grow in
grace and save seuls. Thei'e are cordials
which nourish, and peisons wvhicli begin by
stimulating, but end by killing. Se there
are revivals which. renew the strength of the
churchi, and there are revivals wvhich depress
and deaden. Which do you prefer?ý Ahl
would say, "lGive us a genuipe revival or
none." For ail that, many have spurieus
revivals, and get just wvhat they seekz. Some
churches can't tell what is the matter.
They say, IlHew is it Nve have a revival
every year, and yet wve are weaker than wve
wvere ten years ageo?-".

Spurieus revivals are not altegether alike,
but they resertble each other in most
respects. There is flrst a dead church.
Tlue leading, members are absorbed in busi-
ness. If a few are devout and spiritual men,
the majorit.y are net se. They may be
liberal or parsimonieus, but they have but
littie time for religieus work. What meet-
ings t'ney attend are "lofficiai." The yoting
peopîs, are fully occupied wvith fairs, seci-
ables, unions, and reading circles, or given
up te dancing and party-geing. In cities,
they often add opera and theatres.

A general spirit of good humer prevails.
The prayer.meetings are usually slimly at-
tended and very duli. Sometimes they are
wvell attended, but the singing, prayers by
the aged members, and long talks by the
pastor, are the main elements. Olass-meet-
ings are defunct or dying. The Sunday-
sohool may or may net be flourishing. In
sucli a churcli there niay be large or small
contributions, the members xnay be close, or
they may have se much means that mere
surplus-giving may make, in the aggregate,
a large sum. Varieus inconsistencies are
commen. Discipline lias been neglected for
years. Se long as a inember is eitlier popu-
lar personally or wholly unknown, anything
which wvili net make a public scandai is
winked at. If the ninister suggests the
necessity of discipline, the answer is: " lWe
don't want any trouble; we have net had
any for years."

This is the situation; this is a geod pre-
paration for a spurieus revival. It depends

largeiy on the minister now whieLler thoy
wvill have no revival, a spurious revival, or a
genuine revival. If lie is a, well-meaning,
consistent mati, but not inucli stirred Up,
there 'viii be no revival; if lie is spiritually
roused they wilI have none, or it wvill be
genuine as far as it goes, whether it be great
or small. But if the minister sinxply feels
that, there must bc a stir, and additions
must be had-if his moral nature be not
moved to its depthis, or if lie be superficial
in his make-up or experierice, a spurieus
revival wvili be kindled. Perhiaps they niay
get an evangelist, per:._aps not. A good
evangelist wvorkint, in sucli a soil as this
miglit produce a spurious revival. It is net
aiwýays just to blame the evangelist. IlSomne
good seed fell by the wvayside, some in .3tony
places." But ail evauigelisrs are no, good or
wvise. Perhaps there wvill be ne evangelist,
but the minister wvill go on. The young
people have not been trained in true re-
ligion ; having thought that at any tinie
they wvishi they cati Iljoin the dhurci," and
having seen many others do it -%vithout any
great change, and being susceptible and
emotional, they are easily operated on. No
hymns on human depravity or guilt .are in
order now, but smooth, swveet hymns te lively
tunes-"l Show pity, Lord," "lAlas, and did
my Saviour bleed!" " lVain nman, thy fond
pursuits forbear." Even IlDepth of m ercy,
cati there be," will hardly do. Pathetic
stories mnust be told, and told well; just
after the stery the song must couic in very
sweetiy, indeed. Rising for prayers or
ceming forward must bo made easy, noth-
ing said about Ilcounting the cost." They
must ail be assured that it, is not " bard to,
rise," "lothers have done it," Ilve are all
your friends." The cross beingr put entirely
out of sight, then they are to be toid to
take it up. Seen the ice is broken and a
wave of excitement, quite plensurable and
akin te goed humor, is rippling through the
community. The seekers niay be asked if
tliey do net feel better. If the question bc-
put with the upward inflection, many will
say, IlYes.» If any one says "lNe," or
IlI can't see that I do," lie is sure te be
asked if he dees net feel "la little better."
If the answer be l es," the Doxology,
perhaps, may be sung. No reference te past
history, ne examination into the moral
state, ne careful questîoning about habits, no
instruction as te things te be renounced, nor
ne confession and restitution te be made.
The name is taken, wvith the notice "lBe
present next Sunday; I will take yeu on
probation." "htcaswudyulkt
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